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Crown Prince confers with U.S. general 

AMMAN (JX) — Before leaving to Tehran for the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference summit. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan conferred at the 
Royal Court with General Anthony Zinni, commander in 
chief of the U.S. Central Command. The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that they reviewed U.S.-Jordanian 
relations at the economic and military levels and U.S. 
military assistance to Jordan. The meeting came ahead of 
the. expected delivery of the 16 $200 million American 
made F-16 jet fighters to Jordan as promised by President 
Clinton’s administration following Jordan's conclusion of 
a peace treaty, with Israel. Officials said that the jet fight- 
ers were expected in Jordan on Dec. 17 and that U.S. Sec- 
retary of Defence WiDiam Cohen was expected to attend 
a welcoming ceremony. 
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Netanyahu ready to withdraw from 
10 per cent of W. Bank — Israel TV 

TEL AVTV ( AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is ready to bow to U.S. pressure and hand 
over at least 1 0 per cent of the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians under his troop withdrawal plan, Israeli public 
television reported on Monday. Until now, Israeli 
press reports have said Mr. Netanyahu would limit the 
size of the pullout from niral areas of the West Bank 
to between six and eight per cent The television said 
Mr. Netanyahu was ready to raise the size of the with- 
drawal following pressure from U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright during their meetings in 
Paris at the weekend. However. Mr. Netanyahu's 
spokesman Shai Bazak denied that the scope of the 
withdrawal had been fixed. 
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Hebron students 
mark Intifada 
anniversary 

HEBRON (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian students marked the 
10th anniversary of die 
intifada here Monday with 
calls for jihad, or holy war, 
against Israeli occupation. 
Around 1,000 students 
gathered on the university 
campus to celebrate the 
uprising against Israeli rule 
which broke out in the 
Gaza Strip in 1987 and 
continued until 1994. The 
students carried placards 
calling for holy war and 
shouted slogans supporting 
Hamas, the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, which 
violently opposes the 1993 
peace accords with Israel. 
The walls of university 
buildings were decked with 
the green flag of Hamas 
and pictures of its spiritual 
leader, Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, recently released 
from an Israeli jail. 

Israeli army shell falls 
on Golan settlement 

AVIAM (AFP) — An 
artillery shell feed by the 
Israeli army landed Mon- 
day in this Jewish settle- 
ment on the Golan Heights, 
military sources said. A 
young woman was treated 
for shock but no other 
injuries or damage were 
reported, the sources said. 
The shell was apparently 
fired during a training exer- 
cise on the Golan, which 
Israel captured from Syria 
in 1967. About T5.Q00 
Israelis live in settlements 
on the strategic plateau. 
The military sources said 
an investigation had been 
opened into the incident. 

Qatar wants to host 
next OIC summit 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar 
wants to host the next sum- 
mit of the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in three years time, a 
government spokesman 
said here Monday. “Qatar 
has expressed its readiness 
to hold the next summit.” 
Fawaz Ben Ahmad Al 
Attiya told reporters on the 
eve of the OIC summit in 
Tehran. Doha hosted a 
Middle East economic con- 
ference last month but it 
was boycotted by most 
Arab states. They stayed 
away in protest at the par- 
ticipation of Israel, which 
they blame for the dead- 
lock in the peace process. 

Qatar says ties with 
Egypt back to normal 

DOHA (R) — Qatar said 
on Monday its tense rela- 
tions with Egypt were back 
to normal after reconcilia- 
tion talks between its emir 
and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. “Recon- 
ciliation has been reached 
and the relations are now 
back to normal with 
Egypt,” foreign ministry 
spokesman Fawaz Al 
Attiyah told reporters. 
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani held a reconciliation 
meeting with President 
Mubarak in Saudi Arabia 
last week after Saudi medi- 
ation to end tension 
between the two states. 
Relations between Qatar 
and Egypt have been tense 
over Qatari accusations 
that Egypt was behind a 
coup attempt to oust 
Qatar’s ruler. Egypt has 
itemed that. Relations 
worsened in October after 
Cairo boycotted the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference in Doha 
attended by Israel to protest 
the lack of progress in Mid- 
dle East peace moves. 


Crown Prince expected to press for 
zakat fund in address to OIC today 

Tarawneh clarifies Kingdom ’s position on Jerusalem 


From Abdallah 
Hasanat In Tehran 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
arrived here last night at the 
head of a high level delega- 
tion to represent Jordan at 
the 8th Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
summit that opens today. 

Heads of states and dele- 
gations from 54 countries 
started arriving yesterday 
after the foreign ministers 
of the member states 
worked out an ambitious 
agenda thar includes all 
issues concerning the Mus- 
lim World and intends to 
address all conflicts 
between member states. 

At the top of the su mmi t's 
agenda are the Middle East 
peace process, U.N. sanc- 
tions against Iraq and Libya 
and terrorism. In all there 
are 141 resolutions to be * 


submitted before the dele- 
gates. 

Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. who represented 
Jordan at the foreign minis- 
ters' meeting earlier this 
week sought to dispel 
doubts over Jordan’s policy 
on Jerusalem. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that he 
expressed his reservations 
over a draft resolution that 
ignores the Kingdom's spe- 
cial role in Jerusalem. 

“Over the past 50 years 
Jordan tended for the holy 
places in east Jerusalem 
and prevented Israel from 
Judnising the city,” Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 

Prince Hassan is sched- 
uled to address the summit 
today stressing the role that 
the Muslim nations ought 
to play in a changing world 
and the importance of the 
Muslim umma taking mod- 
erate stands towards global 


issues, officials said. 

Prince Hassan is also 
expected to press for a 
zakat (alms) fund to assist 
in alleviating the sufferings 
of the Muslim poor and 
would contribute to health 
and education. 

During the 3-day confer- 
ence the Crown Prince, 
who last night met Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, is expected to 
hold talks with Iranian 
leaders and Muslim heads 
of delegations. 

“Jordanian-Iranian ties 
are improving steadily” 
one Jordanian official 
observed. The official said 
that the warm treatment 
that the Jordanian delega- 
tion, especially the Crown 
Prince, received in Tehran 
is a strong indication that 
Iran. under President 


Mohammad Khatami, is 
keeD on improving ties wjth 
the Kingdom. 

Dr. Musa also expressed 
similar sentiment. 

The Egyptian foreign 
minister, whose country's 
relations with Iran were 
strained over the past five 
years because it accuses 
Tehran of supporting terror- 
ism, was quoted by the 
Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) as saying that "the 
summit will have positive 
effects on Arab-Iranian 
relations.” 

The Arab states hope that 
the summit resolutions and 
Iran’s presidency of the 
OIC in the coming three 
years will help moderate 
Tehran’s position on the 
peace process and its 

(Continued on page 7) 


Shiite Iran welcomes Muslim 
leaders for historic summit 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Mus- 
lim leaders descended on 
Tehran Monday for a sum- 
mit Iran hopes will signal 
its return to the global 
stage, F8-years-after its rev- 
olution earned the country 
pariah status. 

Shiite Iran has pulled out 
the stops to ensure a high 
turn-out for the Tuesday to 
Thursday summit and seal 
its reconciliation with a 
wary and predominantly 
Sunni Muslim world. 

Tbe Islamic Republic is 
also openly hailin g the 
arrival of so many world 
leaders on its soil as a snub 
to the United States, which 
has accused Iran of spon- 
soring terrorism and pushed 
its total isolation. 

Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami sta- 
tioned himself at Mehrabad 
airport along with Foreign 
Minister Kama! Kharazi 
and Vice President Hassan 
Habibi to meet and greet 
the guests as their jets 
touched down every 15 
minutes. 

Red carpets stretched 
across the airport’s tarmac 
to allow the Iranian leaders 
to escort guests to waiting 
limousines after brief cere- 
monies with national 
anthems. 

Many Middle Eastern 
leaders are making their 
first visit to Iran since the 
1979 revolution, encour- 
aged by an intensive Iranian 
charm offensive to smooth 
over hostility to the coun- 


try’s brand of Shia Islam. 

Tehran is pushing a theme 
of cooperation and solidari- 
ty, urging a strong and 
influential Muslim bloc to 
star^puBehmg-its weight cm 
the international stage. 

“Dignity, dialogue and 
participation” are the buzz- 
words for the meeting of 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
and walls in Tehran are 
plastered with the slogan. 

Among the former foes 
who arrived Monday were 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, Kuwaiti Emir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Sabah and Iraq's Vice Pres- 
ident Taba Yassin 
Ramadan. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz also 


arrived Monday. 

Until recently, Iran had 
tense relations with most 
Gulf Arab states, notably 
Saudi Arabia, because of 
fears that Tehran was trying 
to export its revolution to 
the conservative emirates. 

President Arafat last visit- 
ed here 18 years ago, six 
days after the shah was 
deposed, but initial warm 
ties disintegrated when the 
PLO took Iraq’s side in its 
bitter eight-year war 
against Iran. 

Iran is also vehemently 
opposed to the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, and has 
branded President Arafat a 
“traitor” for signing interim 
peace accords with Israel. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Half of world's refugees come 
from Islamic countries — U.N. 


CAIRO (AP) — A U.N. 
official said Monday that 
more than half of the 
world’s refugees are from 
Islamic countries and urged 
Muslims to contribute more 
to alleviate their hardship. 

Mohammad Boukry. 
chief representative of the 
U.N. High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in the 
Middle East, said wealthy 
Muslims could pay their 
annual “Zakat” to help 
humanitarian programmes. 

Zakat is the 23 per cent 


of earnings that devout 
Muslims set aside each 
year for charitable dona- 
tions. 

Mr. Boukry said that 
some Muslims — especial- 
ly in Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates — already 
were earmarking some of 
their zakat contributions for 
UNHCR refugee pro- 
grammes. He urged that 
this movement be widened. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq, U.N. start 
drawing up 
‘oil-for-food’ 
distribution 
plan 

BAGHDAD ( AFP) — Iraq 
and - the. United Nations 
have ' started to draw up a 
food and medicine distribu- 
tion plan'for the third term 
of the “oil-for-food” 
accord, a U.N. official said 
Monday. 

Eric Fait, spokesman for 
the U.N. coordinator of 
humanitarian affairs in 
Iraq, said Iraqi and U.N. 
officials held a first round 
of talks here on Sunday and 
that further talks would be 
held within the coming 
days. 

The U.N. side is present- 
ing its plans for the Kur- 
dish-held north of the 
country, where it is respon- 
sible for distribution of 
food and medicine under 
the accord, he said. 

Baghdad is in charge of 
drawing up plans for buy- 
ing humanitarian supplies 
and for their distribution 
around the rest of Iraq. The 
overall distribution plan is 
to be submitted to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan by Jan. 5. 

The oil-for-food accord, 
in force since December 
1996. allows sanctions-hit 
Iraq to export $2 billion 
worth of crude every six 
months to finance food and 
medicine for its population. 
Mr. Fait said U.N. 

(Continued on page 7) 


With hardliners expected to take over IAF, party’s 
relations with regime may face increased tensions 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hard-liners 
appear set to win their first- 
ever majority in the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) Shura 
Council in upcoming elec- 
tions, signalling increased 
tension with the govern- 
ment, analysts said Mon- 
day. 

The IAF, the political arm 
of the influential Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, 
has been beset by internal 
feuds and personal rivalries 
since its decision to boy- 
cott the last parliamentary 
elections in protest against 
government policies. 

The likely victory of 
extremists could open an 
era of heightened tension 
in the movement’s already 


troubled ties with the gov- 
ernment after the Islamist- 
led boycott of the ballot, 
the first since Jordan 
signed peace witii Israel in 
1994, analysts added. 

Sources have predicted 
“hawks” will win at least 
40 per cent of the 1 20-seat 
Shura Council, now domi- 
nated by “doves” in the 
Dec. 18-19 elections. 

“It looks likely that 25 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

per cent of the other seats 
will go to moderates while 
centrists will take the rest.” 
one analyst told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Shura Council is the 
highest decision-making 
body of the IAF, estab- 
lished in 1992 after Jordan 


legalised political parties. 

Unease in Islamists' ties 
with their boycott allies in 
an eight-party coalition — 
the National Reforms 
Forces (NRF) — could also 
increase if hard-liners sit in 
the helm, sources said. 

“Once in power, the 
hawks could reject cooper- 
ation with both the govern- 
ment and the newly-created 
NRF” said one well-placed 
Islamist analvsL 

The NRF groups 
Islamists and their life-long 
ideological opponents: 
pan-Arabists, leftists, liber- 
als and independents who 
boycotted the elections and 
are seeking greater politi- 
cal and democratic 
reforms. 

The recent crisis between 
the Government and the 


Islamists over a perceived 
crackdown on public free- 
doms, has tipped the bal- 
ance in favour of hard-lin- 
ers, according to Ibrahim 
Gharaibeh, a specialist on 
Islamist politics. 

“Extremism on one side 
calls for extremism on the 
other” he told the Jordan 
Times. “And the predomi- 
nance of the hawks at this 
stage is a natural reaction 
to government policies." 

The boycott decision also 
raffled feathers inside the 
Muslim Brotherhood, caus- 
ing the expulsion of two of 
its members for defying its 
stand and running in the 
ballot and the dismissal of 
a third for criticising the 
movement’s policy. 

(Continued on page 7l 



His Majesty King Hussein speaks on Monday at the ceremony held in honour of all the 
people who participated in the renovation and running of the Hashemieh Palace which 
was converted to Dar Al Bit; a home for Jordan’s orphans, Majesty Queen Noor and 
Her Royal Highness Princess Zein attended the ceremony (Photo by Yousef ’Allan) 

King honours all who made 
Dar Al Bir project successful 

7 hope this achievement will mark f %torch lighting 
way for similar work in different parts of country’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday honoured officials, 
nannies and employees 
who took part in the care of 
the orphaned children at 
Dar Al Bir and participated 
in renovating the 
Hashemieh Palace" which 
was convened into an 
orphans' home. 

In a speech at a ceremony 
dedicated to honouring 
these officials, the King 
said that he was grateful to 
all tbo.se who helped to 


make the projects success- 
ful. 

“We are at the start of the 
road and I hope this 
achievement will mark a 
starting point and a torch 
lighting the way for similar 
work in different parts of 
the country so that we can 
serve the coming genera- 
tions,” said the King. 

“We still have a long way 
to go and a great work to do 
in different fields. This 
serves as a start and I am 
aware of the great work 


which was carried out by 
all concerned including the 
Royal Medical Services, 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and the workers at 
Dar Al Bir and others,” the 
King added. 

“Nothing can match the 
smiles on the faces of the 
orphaned children who are 
all dear to us when we vis- 
ited them a few days ago, 
and we thank God they are 
all in good health and in 

(Continued on page 7) 


King confers Al Kawkab Medal on Saudi prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received at his residence 
Babal Salam. Monday. Saudi 
Arabian Prince Al Waleed 
Ben Tala! Ben Abdul Aziz 
and his son Prince Khaled 
Bin Al Waleed 
After a renew of economic 
issues, the King conferred on 
Prince Al Waleed the Jordan- 
ian Al Kawkab Medal of the 
First Order in recognition of 
his pioneering role in eco- 
nomic affaire in general and 
his contributions to Jordanian 
economic investments in par- 
ticular. 


Speaking to Jordan Televi- 
sion after meeting the King. 
Prince Al Waleed voiced 
appreciation of the Royal 
honour conferred upon him. 

Referring to his investments 
in Jordan, the prince said he is 
investing in banks, the media 
and tourism sectors, adding 
that he has investments in the 
Philadelphia Bank and City 
Bank in Jordan. 

He said he was investing in 
the Four Seasons Hotel which 
is being built now. adding that 
he intends to invest in another 
hotel which is to be built on 
the east coast of the Dead Sea 


and another in Petra. 

Prince AJ Waleed said the 
investment climate in Jordan 
is very encouraging adding 
that, “I as a representative of 
the private sector in Saudi 
.Arabia encourage the private 
sector businessmen to invest 
in the Kingdom wliich has 
provided the necessary' facili- 
ties for such investments.” 

Prince Al Waleed added the 
be was currently looking for 
areas to invest in the agricul- 
tural sector, adding that he is 
keen to invest in Jordan which 
he considers his second 
homeland 
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37 rebel Turkish Kurds killed in 
clashes in northern Iraq, Tiirkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
troops and their Iraqi Kurdish 
allies have killed 37 separatist 
Turkish Kurds in ongoing 
clashes in northern Iraq and 
on Turkish soil, officials said 
Monday. 

Fighters from Ankara's ally, 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), killed 30 mem- 
bers of the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) in fight- 
ing in PirbeJa near the Iranian 
border in northern Iraq, the 
state-run Anatolia News 
Agency said, quoting military 
sources. 

Turkish army troops killed 
seven PKK rebels in other 
clashes in Bitlis and Mardin 
provinces in Turkey's south- 
east bordering northern Iraq, 
die southeast's regional gov- 
ernorship said. 


The officials made no men- 
tion of Turkish and Iraqi Kurd 
losses. 

In a related development. 
Turkey’s top military com- 
mander said the nearly 20,000 
Turkish troops and 8.000 
KDP fighters were success- 
fully hitting PKK targets in 
die army campaign launched 
in northern Iraq on Friday. 

‘"Our operations are contin- 
uing with great success," 
Chief of the General Staff 
General Ismail Hakki Kara- 
dayi told reporters in Ankara. 

Also Turkish F-16 and F-4 
warplanes pounded PKK 
positions inside northern Iraq 
on the fourth straight day of 
the latest Turkish military 
campaign in the area, sources 
in southeastern Turkey said. 

The ground and air offen- 


sive, the third such large-scale 
military operation since May, 
was launched in a bid to wipe 
out PKK bases concentrated 
in the Khaqurk region near the 
Iranian border. 

Turkish armoured battalions 
pushed along the Khaqurk 
frontier, wedged between 
Turkey and Iraq, at the week- 
end after infiltrating Iraqi ter- 
ritory from southeastern 
Turkey. Anatolia said Sunday. 

But the pro- PKK television 
channel Med-TV, broadcast- 
ing from western Europe via 
satellite, said the Turkish 
troops were facing tough 
resistance by the PKK and 
had failed to make significant 
gains. Countering criticism by 
some Islamic countries during 
a meeting of Muslim states in 
Tehran on Sunday, a senior 


T^ukis!! official defended the 
latest military campaign in 
northern Iraq. 

‘Terrorists use bases in 
northern Iraq to conduct oper- 
ations against Turkey. As long 
as time is a vacuum of power 
in the region, our clean-up 
operations are inevitable," 
said Ahad Andican, state min- 
ister responsible for relations 
with Islamic countries. 

More than 30,000 Turkish 
troops poured into northern 
Iraq in May for a joint opera- 
tion with the KDP against the 
separatist Turkish Kurds. 
They withdrew in June. 

But another incursion fol- 
lowed in September and most 
of tire troops entering then 
have remained in northern 
Iraq until (he latest campaign 
announced Friday. 


Turkey, 
Israel to 
boost ties 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
and Israel on Monday 
pledged to deepen what 
Israel called their strategic 
cooperation despite strong 
criticism raised at a meeting 
of Islamic countries in Iran. 

“Our relationship is a 
strategic one,” Israel's visit- 
ing defence minister. Yitzhak 
Mordechai, told reporters at a 
meeting here with his Turk- 
ish counterpart, lsmet Sez- 
gin. 

“We are happy with die 
pace of development in our 
relations and we will do 
everything we can to boost 
those ties in political, military 
and industrial fields," he said 

Mr. Sezgin dismissed a res- 
olution adopted in Tehran 
Sunday by ministers repre- 
senting 55 members of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) condemn- 
ing Muslim states with mili- 
tary ties with Israel. 

“That text is not binding for 
us.” Mr. Sezgin said 

But both defence ministers 
said Turidsh-Israeli coopera- 
tion was not aimed against 
the interests of any third par- 
ties. “Turkey and Israel want 
to be the guarantee of peace 
and stability in the region,” 
Mr. Sezgin said adding; 
“Our military cooperation is 
mainly based on training." 

“Our cooperation will only 
strengthen peace, and will 
not be directed against any- 
one else," Mr. Mordecbai 
said 

In Tehran the OlC's final 
draft expressed “deep con- 
cern about the fact that some 
member states... are estab- 
lishing military cooperation 
with Israel." 

The ministers rejected a 
Syrian demand that Turkey 
be named explicitly in the 
resolution, but Syrian For- 
eign Minister Faruuq A1 
Sharaa said the resolutions 
clearly targeted Turkey. 


Iran favours ‘fresh steps’ to 
settle dispute with UAE 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Monday called for “fresh 
steps" to settle a territorial 
dispute with the United Arab 
Emirates, as UAE Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Rashed 
Abdullah arrived here to 
attend an Islamic summit 

Tran has always shown its 
desire for expanding political 
relations with the UAE and 
we feel the UAE officials are 
also interested” Iranian For- 
eign Minister Kama! Kharazi 
told reporters after Sheikh 
Abdullah's arrival. 

“We hope that through 


direct dialogue we will take 
major steps towards boosting 
ties," Mr. Kharazi added 
quoted by die official Iranian 
news agency IRNA. 

“With the new atmosphere 
created in Iran after the presi- 
dential elections, Iran and the 
UAE should t ake fresh steps 
to bring their views closer to 
each other.” he added UAE 
foreign ministry official 
Mohammad Khalifa A1 
Suyeh attended last week's 
meeting of foreign ministers 
from the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 


ahead of the Dec. 9-1 1 sum- 
mit. 

Iran has made a concerted 
effort to woo UAE leaders 
ahead of the summit, sending 
Mr. Kharazi and Defence 
Minister Admiral Ali 
Sbamkhani on separate visits 
to the emirate last month. 

Iran and the UAE are in 
conflict over the sovereignty 
of three islands in the Persian 
Gulf — Greater Tunb. Lesser 
Tunb and Abu Mussa — all 
of which have been occupied 
by Iran since 197] but 
claimed by the UAE. 



Hashemi Rafsanjani. the former Iranian president and top adviser to Iran's supreme 

Khamenei, greets Palestinian President Yasser Arafat at his house on Monday in Tehran. Mr. Arafat is attending 
the Organisation or the Islamic Conference (OIC) summit in Tehran which will start today (AM photo) 

Scuffles as Arafat arrives in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat arrived here Monday 
to attend an Islamic summit 
on his first visit to the 
Islamic Republic for 18 
years. 

Mr. Arafat was met by 
Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami after his jet 
touched down at Tehran's 
Mchrabad airport. but 
shortly afterwards the 
Palestinian leader's body- 
guards scuffled with Iranian 
security. 

Witnesses said Mr. 


Arafai's guards tried to get 
into the Palestinian leader's 
official car to escort him to 
his residence, but they were 
physically restrained by 
elite Revolutionary Guards. 

The two sides traded 
punches briefly as Presi- 
dent Arafat was whisked 
away in a Peugeot stretch 
limousine to his official res- 
idence. 

Iran has vehemently 
opposed the Arub-Isrueli 
peace process since it was 
launched at the 1991 
Madrid peace conference. 


and has in the past branded 
Mr. Arafat a “traitor" for 
signing interim peace 
accords with Israel. 

However, a reconciliation 
between the two sides was 
scaled when President 
Arafat met former Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Raf- 
sanjani at llie extraordinary 
Islamic summit in Islam- 
abad in March this year. 

Mr. Arafat was a keen 
supporter of the Islamist 
opposition to the Shah of 
Iran, and visited the country 
just six days after the 


monarch was deposed by 
the 1979 revolution and 
was received by spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

However relations deteri- 
orated rapidly. mainly 
because of the PLO*s sup- 
port for Iraq during the 
) 980-88 Iran-iraq War. 

Despite the fall-out. the 
PLO has kept a diplomatic 
representative in Tehran, an 
office formally inaugurated 
by President Arafat at the 
former Israeli embassy. 


Jordan Communist Party to hold conference Dec. 17 


By Ibreq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan times 

AMMAN — The Jordan- 
ian Communist Party 
(JCP) has invited 30 del- 
egations from other simi- 
lar parties worldwide to 
attend their second con- 
ference in Amman in 20 
years, set to open later 
this month. 

The party, which oper- 
ated underground after 
Jordan imposed a ban on 
political groups in 1957. 
gained permission to 


operate in 1992 after the 
Kingdom reversed its 
decision. 

Yaqoub Zayyadin, sec- 
retary general of the JCP, 
said on Monday the 
group had obtained offi- 
cial permission to host 
the meeting on Dec. 17. 
Their first public conven- 
tion was held in 1993. 

Dr. Zayyadin. who has 
been party leader since 
1989, said he will not 
seek re-election for 
“health reasons.” 

The JCP, established in 


1928, is one of the oldest 
Marxist parties in the 
Arab World and many of 
its leaders in Jordan have 
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the fifties and sixties 
when the group operated 
underground. 

Dr. Zayyadin ran as an 
independent in the 1989 
elections, the first since 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. but failed to win a 
seat in the 80-member 
Lower Hou- \ Pus Ksa 
Mdanat. who broke away 
from the JCP in 1988 and 


set up his own party, won 
a seat in that ballot. 

JCP candidates also 
failed to win a seat in the 
1 997 elections. 

Party officials said 
1.500 delegates repre- 
senting communist par- 
ties "in Iraq. Syria, 
Lebanon, the United 
States. Canada. Russia. 
France. Greece. Cyprus, 
and other countries will 
attend. 

'•‘he Ar-mn" in*c«ing 
will not change the 
party's Marxist-Lcninist 


platform but will discus a 
new programme to help 
enhance the country's 
democracy and resist 
. normalisation of ties 
with Israel, their avowed 
enemy, JCP officials 
said. 

The JCP has been try- 
ing hard to block the 
1994 peace ireaty Jordan 
signed with Israel. 

It will also elect a new 
secretary general, polit- 
buro and members Tor its 
Central Committee. 


Islamists want 12 Egyptian leaders tried for ‘genocide’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Islamists 
want 12 Egyptian leaders, 
including President Hosni 
Mubarak, tried for “geno- 
cide, high treason and 
plundering the nation's 
treasures," according to a 
statement received by a 
Western news agency here 
Monday. 

The statement, which 
purports to come from 
Egypt’s second largest 
Islamist activist group. 
Jihad, parodies a press 
release issued by the 
Egyptian information min- 


istry last week. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment statement called for 
the extradition from 
Europe and Afghanistan of 
14 alleged leaders of Jihad 
and die larger Jamaa 
Islamiyya who it said were 
guilty of “crimes against 
humanity." 

The Jihad statement 

called for President 

Mubarak. Prime Minister 
Kama! Ganzuri, interior 
Minister Habib A1 Adli, 
former interior minister, 
Hassan AI Alfi and other 


senior officials to be hand- 
ed over “for Islamic judge- 
ment." 

It included mock wanted 
posters for each official. 
That for President 
Mubarak said he had been 
“sentenced to death for 
high treason [dealing with 
the Israeli enemy J. sen- 
tenced to death in the case 
of genocide of thousands 
of Egyptian people” and 
“incriminated in the killing 
of hundreds of thousands 
of citizens in Iraq in 1991" 
when Egyptian troops look 


part on the allied side in 
the Gull war against Iraq. 

It joked i ha I as well as 
being “head of an Egyptian 
regime." he “works as U.S. 
ambassador in Egypt in the 
afternoon." 

The Jihad group was 
responsible for the assassi- 
nation of then Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat in 
1981. 

It was decimated by 
arrests in the 1980s. but 
reformed in the early 
1990s as Till aye li Al Fatah 
(vanguards of conquest). 


the name by which it is 
now more often known. 

Like the larger Jamaa 
Islam iyaa. the Jihad has 
been the focus of a iv.hc of 
arrests since the massacre 
of 58 foreign holidaymak- 
ers in Luxor on Nov. 17. 

F.gypt has since been 
putting considerable pres- 
sure on Britain and 
Switzerland, both oF whom 
lost nationals in the mas- 
sacre. to hand over fugitive 
Islamists convicted" in 
absentia by Egyptian mili- 
tary courts. 


Israeli belly dancer 
sues Bassiouny 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli belly dancer filed a 
$29UJ xjQ-suir Monday against 
Egypt’s long-serving ambas- 
sador lor attempted rape in a 
case that has threatened to 
damage relations between the 
two countries. 

The suit filed in a Tel Aviv 
court accuses Ambassador 
Mohammad Bassiouny of lur- 
ing the woman to an Israeli 
doctor's apartment and assault- 
ing her. the dancers lawyer 
Nitzana Darshan-Leitner told 
AFP. 

Israeli police dropped 
eluirges lodged by the dancer 
against Mr. Bassiouny in 
August and the foreign min- 
istry said it had “full confi- 
dence’’ in the ambassador, in a 
bid in limit damage to ties 
Iviwccn the two countries, 
which signed a peace treaty in 
J ‘>79. 

Mr. Bassiouny. who has 
sened in Israel since 1986. has 
in turn accused the woman of 
Hying to blackmail him. but 
has not lodged a complaint 
with police. He has threatened 
to leave his post if she filed a 
law suit. 

The dancer, whose identity 
was censored by the court, 
accused Mr. Bassiouny and 
plastic surgeon Yehoshafat 


Shulmun of luring her to Shu- 
man's apartment on several 
occasions, die last to let 
Bassiouny rape her. Ms. Dar- 
slian-Leiincr said. 

“She hud agreed twice out of 
respect for the ambassador. On 
the third lime, site refused until 
the ambassador called himself 
to beg her to come and she 
agreed" Ms. Darshan-Leitner 
said, adding that die two I lave 
known each other for six years 
from several events where she 
has performed 

Shuhnun was not in the 
apartment when she arrived 
and Mr. Bassiouny was cor- 
dial. offering lier a birthday 
prevent as they sat in the living 
room, die lawyer added. 

Mr. Bassiouny suggested 
moving into the bedroom and 
i lie dancer refused hut tlien 
relented misting die ambas- 
sador out of respect and lire 
knowledge any act against her 
would damage his career. Ms. 
Darshan-Leitner said. 

"But then he look lier hand 
and began telling her that lie 
wanted her and loved her very 
mued" Ms. Doishiin-Leitner 
said. 

He attempted to rape iter but 
she eventually threw him off 
her and fled the apanmenr. the 
laws cr added 
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CALENDAR 


14:10 Sandokan 

iii- w run 

15:00 

...Skippv 

15-JO 
16 JO. 
17:00 
19:00 

jo-30 

The Album Show 

.... .Square One T.V. 

French Programmes 

News in French 

19 J5. 
20H)0. 
20J0.. 
21:10 
22:00 

You Bet Your Life 

._Doc. — Skeleton Coast 

Hollywood Remembers 

22J0. 


23:15 

Drama — Scarlet and 

Black 


PRAYER TIMES 

AdsS7_ 



UJS.. 

FVhuhr 

14:13. 

‘Asr 

I6J7.. 

.Maghreb 

17J9.. 

- -‘Lsha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Td. 632785. 


St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Td. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Td. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteombgy 
Rainfall is expected in most 


pans of the Kingdom and winds 
westerly active. Temperatures 
will drop significantly with skies 
cloudy to partly cloudy. In 
Aqaba, there will be a chance of 
.scattered showers, skies partly 
cloudy, winds southerly active, 
and seas rough. 

Amn an „ 09/1 4 

Aqaba - 14/22 

Deserts 05/17 

Jordan Valley 1 1/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures; 
Amman 19. Aqaba 26 Humid- 
ity readings: Ammon 50 per 
coil. Aqaba 92 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY’ 

AMMAN: 

Dr Abbas Ai Hakim ,„„..&J5446 
Dc Arafof AlAdihab — 602507 
De Aytnau Al Mubtreb ..§75748 

Dc. JamalJbarab .847351 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asoiu pharmacy .. ..637055 
Al SaJam pharmacy ... -636730 
Yacoob pharmacy .„.^44945 


Sbmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
CRB ED: 

De Mam Aba Bakir ....276852 

Al Quds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Ya’coub .Al Khatib .....991772 
Khafifeh pharmacy .9854)7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

03 Defence Dept .661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue -...630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police „...S96J90 

Pubfic Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Comptwnls 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - B97467 

Amman MnmdpaUty Com- 
plaints 787111 

T fcfc p ho o c Information (direc- 
tory assistance) „.... 121 

Overseas Ca&s 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs .623101 

Abtfadi Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -.7741 ] I 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

KJtalidj Maternity 6442X1/0 

Aklfch Maternity 64244 1/2 

Jsbal Amman Maternity 

- .642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani ....60707 1 

Sbmeisani Hospital 6691 3J 

University Hospital S455W5 

Al-Muasha* Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaH 666126/37 

Al-AM,Abdali 664164/6 

ftaEan,Al-Muhs\jreen 777101/3 

Ah Bashir., 7751 J 1/26 

Army, Marks 89 161 1/15 


Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 190 

ZARQA: 

Zorqa Govt. Hospital (W)%332J 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sinn Hospital ..(09)086732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBCD: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02 >272275 

Ihn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247! 00 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (KJ) Flights 

07:15 -Sanaa |RJ> 

97:25 l>ainasaiS(RJ) 

°9*.25 Abu Dhabi I R1) 

IO; OS Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Bciruu RJ1 

10:15 Mm. Bahrain i RJ) 


16:20 Cairo ( KJ) 

17: 15 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 
17:30 ....Londun. Frankfurt (RJ) 
02 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

14:35 Istanbul (TK> 

14:40 Munich i YP> 

I6i30 Rome(AZi 

18:30 .. Dubai. Damascus (EKl 

20:00 TclAvivtLYl 

20:10 Beirut i.MEi 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

22:20 LnmJnn iBAj 

W:35 Amsterdam fKL) 

23:35 laiwcaiCY) 


Royal Wings (RWT Flights 

07:45 .Aqaba (RWi 

09:05 AmmuniOAlAiiRVV) 

09:50 Amman (Marka Airporr l 
(RW> 

17:20 .TdAvivrRW) 

18:30 .... Amman (QAIAhRWi 
21:20 AqabaiRW) 

22:50 Amman (Marks Aim in > 
iRWj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

°^ :20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:25 Amsterdam. New York (Rji 


10:00 Abu Dhabi. Kuala 
Lumpur < add 1 1 RJ ) 

11:25 ....Vienna. Frankfurt iRJ 1 , 

1 1:30 Brussels. Paris (RJ) • 

I2HM1 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) ; 

12*15 1/mdoniKJ' [ 

12:30 Cairo i RJ) 

19:30 Jeddah i RJ) ; 

20:20 ....... jmoe.i(RJi ; 

2,1:40 Damascus (RJ 1 ' 

21:00 _.Ahi Dh.ibi. Dubai (RJi 

21:30 JcikiahtaddliKfi ! 

Other Flights | 

02:25 Amsterdam i KL ) 

03:00 Alliens ■ DA i 

1*4# Munich (YP) 

I5:4S Istanbul (TK 1 

17:30 Runic lAZ’ • 

19:30 DubsiifEK'i 

21:20 Tel Aviv iLYi ; 

21:40 Cairo tM' 1 * ! 

Royal Wings (RlVi Flights 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport' 
IRWj 

OS: 1 5 Aqaba I IW 1 

°9:30 ....Amman (QAIAl |RW , 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) ! 
IRWj 

17:55 .Tel Aviv f RW 1 

20:30 ....Amman (QAIAjlRW i ■ 
21:50 Aqaba (RV' 1 ; 
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Queen launches national coalition 
for children’s rights, well-being 


St: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day officially launched the 
National Coalition for Chil- 
dren (NCC), which was 
established by the National 
Task Force for Children 
(NTFCl as a grassroots 
thrum to facilitate, initiate, 
susiainj and accelerate the 
development of programmes 
and activities that will 
enhance children’s rights 
and well-being, according to 
a press release. 

The NCC is a result of 
numerous meetings over the 
past year of national non- 
governmental organisations 
iNGOsj, institutions, and 
individuals involved with 
children. The Queen, who is 
the chairperson of the 
NTFC, emphasised the 
importance of the NCC. 
which will bring together 
162 representatives of Jor- 
danian governmental and 
aion -governmental organisa- 
tions. international agencies, 
specialists and individuals 


working for the well-being 
of children. 

The Queen added that the 
NTFC will collaborate and 
coordinate with existing 
institutions working in the 
fields of child welfare 
through the coalition, whose 
membership will be volun- 
tary and will involve regis- 
tering with the NTFC. The 
latter comprises a commis- 
sion to help the NCC devel- 
op national policies for chil- 
dren and a secretariat, which 
has two technical depart- 
ments: the Research and 
Data Base Centre and the 
Information. Education, and 
Communication Unit "to 
assist in formulating the 
NCC's strategies, the state- 
ment continued. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Anani announced that 
the prime minister officially 
declared the NTFC on the 
national reference for chil- 
dren and issues pertaining to 


their well-being. 

NTFC Coordinator Hay at 
Yaghi said ihe Task Force, in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Social Development, 
other ministries, NGOs. and 
specialists, has finalised the 
revisions and development 
of a comprehensive draft 
Child Act that will be sub- 
mitted to the new Parliament 
by the end of this year. She 
added thar the NTFC has 
completed its study on child 
labour in Jordan, in collabo- 
ration with the Ministry of 
Labour and the International 
Labour Organisation, and is 
currently working on Jor- 
dan's 1998 national report 
for the U.N. Committee on 
the "International Conven- 
tion on the Rights of the 
Child." the announcement 
continued. 

Jordan has witnessed sig- 
nificant progress in child 
development. It joined 
UNICEF s "Child Survival 
Revolution" in 1980. achiev- 
ing Universal Child Immuni- 


sation (90 per cent immuni- 
sation against the six killer 
diseases) in 1987. three 
years before the targeted 
date of 1990. The Kingdom 
ratified the Arab and 
International Convention on 
the Rights of the Child in 
1985 and 1991 respectively 
and launched the National 
Plan of Action for Children 
(1993-2000), which encom- 
passes the fields of health, 
education, environment and 
development, the announce- 
ment said. 

Earlier, Queen Noor par- 
ticipated in a working ses- 
sion of the NCC. which 
included presentations on 
the status of Jordanian chil- 
dren, legislation pertaining 
to children and their rights, 
and the coordination of 
organisations working in the 
field of child welfare, in 
addition to laying the gener- 
al framework for the NCC. 

The event was attended by 
HRH Princess Alia, several 
ministers, and officials. 



IRH Princess Basina Monday discusses the agenda of the Jordanian National Com- 
nittee for Women during its first meeting (Petra photo) 


Princess Basma chairs first meeting 
of national women’s committee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Monday chaired 
ihe first meeting of the 
lordanian National Com- 
mittee for Women 
(JNCWj after the Cabi- 
net approved its new 
membership on Nov. 15. 
according to a press 
release. 

Princess Basma wel- 
comed the members of 
the JNCW and wished 
them success in their 
work, especially at this 
time, considered to be 
the beginning of a new 
era in which Jordanian 
women’s priorities and 
ambitions should be 
realised, particularly in 
reaching decision-mak- 
ing positions in all areas, 
the statement continued. 

Antal Sabbagh, the sec- 
retary general of JNCW. 
presented the strategic 
directions of the future 
work of JNCW's secre- 
tariat and the mecha- 


nisms of work to be 
adopted. As a policy plat- 
form. JNCW will stream- 
line its work into three 
major programmes: poli- 
cy analysis and advice, 
support of practical mea- 
sures in the application 
of legislation, and infor- 
mation and liaison, 
according to the state- 
ment. 

The policy analysis and 
advice programme will 
concentrate on the identi- 
fication and critical eval- 
uation of legislation and 
policies as they affect 
women and the provision 
of recommendations on 
amendments to legisla- 
tion and any other policy 
proposals that have sig- 
nificance for women's 
political, social, and eco- 
nomic participation, the 
press release read. 

This will be done 
through JNCW's Legal 
Committee in conjunc- 
tion with concerned indi- 


viduals from civil society 
and the public sector. 

The programme on the 
support of practical mea- 
sures in the application 
of legislation will moni- 
tor the effect of legisla- 
tion on women’s status as 
employees in the public 
and private sectors as 
well as the effect of leg- 
islation on women's lives 
in other areas. 

In implementing those 
programmes, the JNCW 
will rely on the full par- 
ticipation of civil society 
entities and the public 
sector, according to the 
announcement. 

The committee also 
discussed extensively the 
situation of women in the 
last parliamentary elec- 
tions and the need to 
develop plans in this 
regard to enable women 
to reach decision-making 
positions. the press 
release concluded. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 


* "The Moment" (Ara- 
bic) at the Royal Cultur- 

jal Centre at 10:00 a.m. 
' and-7:00 p.m. (until Dec. 
H). 

FILM 

t * u Mr. Bean (The Per- 
ilous Pursuits of Mr. 
Bean)" at the British 
Council, Jabal Amman at 
kOO p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic (abstract) art 
; Iraqi artist Dhia 
l Khaza’i at Hamourabi 
j Art Gallery', Gardens 

Street (Tel. 5536098), 
) until Dec. 18 
** Works . by Gbada 
Dahdaleh at Baladna An 
Gallery', Gardens Street 
Hel. 5537598), until 
Dec. 10. 


* Paintings by Ammar 
Khammash at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Dec. 12. 

* An exhibition of 
prints by Algerian artist 
Koraishi. and calligraphy 
by Iraqi artist Massoudi. 
inspired by the poems of 
Mahmoud Darwish. at 
Darar Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Dec. 31. 
Also displaying paint- 
ings by Jordanian artist 
Nasr Abdul Aziz, and 
works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

* Works by Khalid 
Khreis at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 10. 

* "Journey Within" by 
Pakistani artist Gulgee 
and his son, sculptor 
Amin Gulgee. at the Jor- 
dan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts (Tel. 630128). 
until Dec. 15. 


Rotary 
Club ” 
elects 
new 
board 

.AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Rotary' Cosmopolitan 
Club has elected a new 
board to begin serving as 
of July 1998, at which 
time the present board’s 
mandate ends. 

The new board includes 
Janette Ghazi Rakan as 
president. Ibrahim 

Sherbain as vice presi- 
dent. Nasri Rabadi as sec- 
retary. Ghassan Halasah 
as treasurer, and David 
Burton. Freddy Lama, 
and Christian Gartman as 
members. 


Agricultural 
seminar 
focuses on 
financing 
for small 
farmers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates representing 18 Arab 
states including Jordan 
Monday embarked on dis- 
cussions of working papers 
covering means of provid- 
ing funds to small farmers in 
the Arab World as part of 
boosting agricultural pro- 
duction" and" ensuring Arab 
food security. 

Working papers discussed 
at Monday's session came 
from Egypt, Syria. Iraq. 
Oman. Algeria, Palestine, 
Qatar, and "Yemen. Partici- 
pants also reviewed a report 
by the Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development. 

At the opening session 
Sunday of this seminar on 
financing small fanners' 
projects. Minister of Agri- 
culture Mijhem Khreisha 
said agriculture is one of the 
most important sectors in 
Jordan, accounting for 15 
per cent of the country's 
total exports, and the gov- 
ernment is determined to 
continue providing credit to 
farmers through the Agricul- 
tural Credit Corporation 
(ACC.) to enable them to 
increase output 

The minister said the agri- 
cultural sector accounts for 
more than 28 per cent of the 
country ’s gross domestic 
product 

The ministry's agricultural 
policies, recently approved 
by the Council of Ministers, 
will be carried out in line 
with the Kingdom's eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme. which is designed 
to help Jordan become self- 
sufficient and ensure food 
security, according to Mr. 
Khreisha. 

These policies are 
designed to further improve 
the qua! i ty of products, 
boost exports, and con- 
tribute to an integrated inter- 
Arab trade network, he said. 

Referring to the financing 
of agricultural projects, the 
minister stated that the 
ACC. which was established 
in 1959, has to date given 
1 33.000 local farmers 
JD218 million in soft loans. 
80 per cent of which went to 
small farmers. 

Yahya Bakkour. director 
general of the Arab Organi- 
sation for Administrative 
Development said the Arab 
region has a vast agricultur- 
afipotential. among others, 
and added that the organisa- 
tion is continuing to help 
small farmers employ mod- 
em technology to increase 
output. 

During this pan-Arab 
seminar, officials and 
experts concerned with agri- 
cultural production will pre- 
sent their experiences in the 
field of presiding credit to 
small farmers. 
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JMA collecting applications from 
doctors willing to work in Malaysia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Medical Associa- 
tion (JMA) is in the 
process of collecting 
applications from Jordan- 
ian physicians and special- 
ists willing to work in 
Malaysia, which has 
expressed its desire to 
employ them, according to 
JMA President Basem 
Dajani. 

In a press statement pub- 
lished Monday, he said the 
JMA last week received a 
message from the 


Malaysian health authori- 
ties requesting a list of 
doctors wishing to work in 
its hospitals. 

Dr. Dajani said the JMA 
was maintaining contacts 
with various countries to 
help unemployed doctors 
find jobs. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Dajani 
Monday said the issues 
between the government 
and the public sector 
health professionals who 
staged work stoppages in 
the past few weeks to back 


demands for more pay and 
better working conditions 
have not yet been resolved. 

Dr. Dajani, who serves 
as the spokesperson for the 
doctors, dentists, and phar- 
macists employed by gov- 
ernment hospitals, said a 
mediation committee set 
up to find a solution to the 
problem will hold a meet- 
ing with Minister of 
Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi to discuss 
the issue. 

Dr. Kurdi told the Jordan 


Times and Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Monday that the 
Ministry of Health has ' 
now appointed a special 
committee, chaired by 
Adnan Abbas, the min- 
istry's secretary general, to 
work out regulations con- 
cerning incentives to be 
offered to the doctors. 

Some of the health work- 
ers' demands included an 
incentives plan for the 
doctors and increasing 
allowances from 90 per 
cent to* 120 per cent. 


Possible visit by Pope in 2000 jeopardised 
by peace process deadlock — patriarch 


By Lima Nabil 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Roman 
Catholic Patriarch of 
Jerusalem Michel Sabbah 
has said a visit to the holy 
lands in Palestine by His 
Holiness Pope John Paul 
II marking the 2.000th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus Christ depends on 
progress toward achieving 
peace in the Middle East. 

Palestinian religious and 
social committees have 
begun preparations for 
Christmas but these plans 
are overshadowed by the 
present political situation 
and The continued Pales- 
tinian people's suffering 
due to the siege and con- 
tinued occupation of their 
lands, the patriarch said 
in an interview Sunday 
with the Jordan Times. 

"Would it be logical for 
the Pope to come to 
Jerusalem, with the Pales- 
tinians living in the towns 
and cities around unable 


to converge on the city to 
hold prayers with him?" 
asked the patriarch. 

"The Pope has visu- 
alised a plan to make the 
pilgrimage to the holy 
places, starting near Basra 
in Iraq so as to follow in 
the footsteps of Abraham, 
but all depends on the 
improvement of the gen- 
eral situation in the 
region" according to 
Patriarch Sabbah. 

"We have created a spe- 
cial committee of 
Catholic bishops who are 
connected with the central 
authority in Rome and we 
have formed an ecumeni- 
cal committee represent- 
ing the various churches 
and denominations to 
hold contacts with other 
world organisations in the 
course of preparing for 
the Pope’s visit and the 
celebrations of Christ’s 
birthday in 2000," accord- 
ing to the patriarch, who 
said the two committees 
are coordinating their 


plans with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
for the religious celebra- 
tions. 

"It is the right of the 
Pope to make the pilgrim- 
age to the holy places and 
it is hoped that peace will 
prevail so as to create the 
opportune climate for the 
visit." he added. 

In reply to a question 
about the recent reports in 
the Israeli press claiming 
that the PNA has been 
persecuting Christians, 
the patriarch said: "The 
general political situation 
is unstable and some indi- 
vidual. isolated incidents 
occur sometimes, but not 
by the PNA. with which 
the church maintains 
excellent relations. There- 
fore. all the reports in the 
Israeli press are ground- 
less. 

“Christians and Mus- 
lims together, living in 
harmony, form the Pales- 
tinian nation, and when- 
ever there is a problem. 


we deal with it ourselves 
through dialogue." 

In response to a ques- 
tion about damage to 
church property in Pales- 
tine. he said some proper- 
ty belonging to Christians 
has been seized as part of 
the ongoing Israeli confis- 
cation of both Muslim 
and Christian property, 
which is being done under 
the pretext of opening 
roads. 

Referring to the recent 
Vatican-Israeli agreement 
on the legal status of the 
church's estates, he said it 
was not a new political 
agreement and has noth- 
ing to do with the politi- 
cal status of the city of 
Jerusalem. 

“The Vatican strongly 
believes that Jerusalem 
belongs to the three 
monotheistic religions 
and that they have equal 
rights in it," the patriarch 
stressed. 


Court sentences 52-year-old to death 
for wife’s murder; Masri files appeal 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court has sentenced a 
52-year-old man to death 
for killing his wife, 
whose body was found 
buried in a cave eight 
years after the murder. 

The court, which 
adjourned in Irbid last 
week, sentenced Ahmad 
A. to death after he was 
found guilty of the pre- 
meditated murder of his 
wife Amneh Hassan, 40, 
in Tabaket Fabel area in 
the northern part of the 
Kingdom. 

According to court doc- 
uments, the defendant, 
who was arrested by 
police in August after a 
man discovered Ms. Has- 
san 's remains in the cave, 
claimed that he killed her 
for reasons of honour. 

Ahmad told interroga- 
tors that he plotted to kill 
his wife after seeing a 


man leave his house late 
at night in 1989 upon 
returning home from a 
party. 

‘Ahmad claimed that 
his wife, the mother of 
.nine, denied having rela- 
tions with anyone, but he 
did not believe her and 
plotted to kill her,” court 
transcripts said. 

On the evening of the 
murder, the defendant 
lured his wife to a desert- 
ed cave, claiming that 
there was gold buried in 
the cave. The defendant 
then drew a gun he had 
purchased and shot his 
wife twice in the head 
and back and buried her 
in the cave, according to 
the documents. 

The following morning, 
the court maintained, he 
asked his children about 
his wife’s whereabouts, 
then went and placed a 
person missing ad in the 
newspapers. Two months 
later, the defendant mar- 


ried another woman, the 
, court added. 

Criminal Prosecutor 
Zuhair Atiyat who was 
handling the case, had 
asked the court for the 
maximum penalty. 

The verdict, which was 
handed down by Judges 
Abdul Hamid Sa’ad. 
Ahmad Khatib, and 
Yassin Abduliat. will be 
reviewed by a higher 
court within 30 days. 

Meanwhile, the attor- 
ney defending Mazen 
Masri. who last month 
was convicted and sen- 
tenced to life by the 
Criminal Court for mur- 
dering his two children in 
September 1996, Sunday 
appealed the ruling at the 
State Security Court. 

Attorney Ahmad Naj- 
dawi, in his 21-page 
argument, contested the 
court’s ruling and 
demanded the acquittal of 
his client. 

On Nov. 30. the Crimi- 


nal Court convicted Mr. 
Masri of poisoning his 
two children Hanin. nine, 
and Hani. six. with 
cyanide on Sept. 1 1. and 
sentenced him to death, a 
sentence that was com- 
muted to life because his 
father dropped the 
charges against him. 

Mr. Masri, who con- 
fessed to the murder on 
Sept. 25, also reportedly 
told authorities that he 
had previously attempted 
to murder his wife and 
two children in August 
1996 by opening a gas 
cylinder while the three 
slept in the couple’s bed- 
room. 

Mr. Masri cited jeal- 
ousy as the motive for the 
murder, because his chil- 
dren were more attached 
to their mother than to 
him. 


Family of brothers murdered in U.S. 
say they will not seek trial here 


By Munther Murjan 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — The family 
of two Jordanian men 
murdered in the U.S. last 
month have said they 
have full confidence in 
the American legal sys- 
tem and would not press 
for the trial of two 
alleged suspects in Jor- 
dan. 

They were commenting 
on weekend reports from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, that a 
Jordanian immigrant and 
the man she allegedly 
paid to kill her husband 
were arrested Friday in 
connection with the 
deaths of her husband 
and his brother, a retied 
army commander. 

Linda Khreis, 37, was 
charged with conspiracy 
to aggravated murder in 
the shooting death on 


Nov. 22 of her husband 
Maher Khreis, a 38-year- 
old Jordanian who owned 
the grocery where he 
died. 

His brother Ziad, 49, 
also a Jordanian, was 
gunned down at the same 
time as the two men left 
the store about 1:30 a.m. 

Detectives said the 
brother was killed 
because he happened to 
be with the primary target 
of the alleged murder 
plot. 

: ‘We believe that Linda 
is involved because the 
American system is a 
serious one.*’ retired army 
officer Zuheir Khreis, the 
eldest brother of the two 
victims, told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

“Since the crime took 
place in the U.S. and the 
authorities there are fully 
informed and have all the 
details, we do not see a 


need for a trial to be held 
in Jordan,” added the 
bereaved brother. “We 
want the U.S. legal sys- 
tem to deal with her and 
to give her what she 
deserves." 

Police arrested Andre 
Miles. 24, as the alleged 
hired gunman early Fri- 
day and charged him with 
two accounts of aggravat- 
ed murder 

They arrested Mrs. 
Khreis at police head- 
quarters after requesting 
she come there ro discuss 
the case. She had 
returned earlier in the 
week from Jordan where 
funerals were held for the 
two brothers. 

A third man. Emad 
Fawzi Issa. 28, was 
charged with conspiracy 
to aggravated murder. He 
was identified by police 
as the alleged intermedi- 
ary in bringing Mr. Miles 


and Mrs. Khreis together. 

Cincinnati Police Com- 
mander Ted Schoeh 
declined to discuss a 
motive or how much 
money was involved in 
the alleged conspiracy. 
But a Jordanian friend of 
the family told a Cincin- 
nati television station that 
the woman was jealous of 
a second wife of Mr. 
Khreis who lives in Jor- 
dan. 

“We were not aware of 
any marital problems 
between them. They used 
to travel together and 
Linda was aware of his 
other wife and there were 
contacts between them. 
She was clear on that," 
Zuheir Khreis added. 

He said the Jordanian 
embassy in Washington 
was not providing, them 
with any information. 
"All what we come across 
is from the local papers.” 





4 World News 

U.S. promises flexibility 
in stalled climate talks 



KYOTO. Japan (AFP) — 
i U.S* Vice President A L Go re 
stuck by Washington's dis- 
puted offer at talks Monday 
in Japan to avert catastroph- 
ic warming of the globe but 
promised flexibility. 

Mr. Gore said the United 
States “remains firmly 
committed” to its offer to 
stabilise at 1990 levels by 
200S-12 its emissions of 
greenhouse gases blamed 
for trapping the Earth's 
heat. f 

But the vice president 
said he and President Bill 
Clinton had been “burning 
up phone lines” to the 
world's capitals to hold 
consultations about the • 
negotiations in Japan's 
ancient capital of Kyoto. 

“After talking with our 
negotiators this morning 
and after speaking on the 
telephone from here a short 
time ago with President 
Clinton, I am instructing 
our delegation right now to 
show increased negotiating 
flexibility,” he said. 

Such flexibility would be 
shown “if a comprehensive 
plan can be put in place, 
one with realistic targets 
and timetables, market 
mechanisms and the mean- 
ingful participation of 
developing countries.” 

Mr. Gore addressed the 
final three-day ministerial 
stage of the 10-day U.N. 
conference of 159 nations 
that aims to clamp legally- 
binding cuts on developed 
nations’ output of green- 
house gases by Wednesday. 

British Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott said 
he had met with Mr. Gore 
and the negotiation "leads 
me to believe that the flexi- 
bility and political will is 
there to achieve agree- 
ment” 

A European Union diplo- 
matic source said major 
powers including the EU. 
Japan and United States had 
agreed to deal with just 
three gases in Kyoto and 


deal with three others with- 
in the next year. 

The sticking points were 
the size of any cuts, 
demands for major devel- 
oping nation polluters such 
as China and India to make 
commitments in Kyoto and 
the U.S. call for limited 
trading of emission permits, 
he said. 

Mr. Gore told' the talks 
that "for our part the United 
States remains firmly com- 
mitted to a strong, binding 
target that will reduce our 
own emissions by nearly 30 
per cent from what they 
would otherwise be." 

The United States argues 
that its effort to achieve no 
change from 1990 levels by 
2008-12 represents a large 
cut from what emissions 
would be under a business- 
as-usual scenario. 

The U.S. commitment 
was "as strong, or stronger, 
than any we have heard 


here from any country,” Mr. 
Gore said. “The imperative 
here is to do what we 
promise rather than what 
we cannot do.” 

Washington argues that 
the EU call for a 15 per cent 
cut from 1990 levels by 
2010 is not realistic. Japan 
has offered a five per cent 
cut from 1990 by 2008-12. 

The U.S. proposal, how- 
ever. comprises six green- 
house gases while the EU 
and Japan include only 
three. 

Mr. Gore sought to 
appease developing nations 
who have fiercely rejected 
U.S. demands that they 
agree to legally-binding 
commitments on green- 
house gas emissions in 
Kyoto. 

The United States real- 
ized their first priority was 
to eradicate poverty and 
build strong economies. 
Mr. Gore said. “This is your 


Stnall islands plea for 
salvation from rising seas 

KYOTO. Japan (AFP) — Small islands threatened with 
extinction from rising seas pleaded Monday for action at 
stalled global warming talks in Japan. 

"The threat that confronts small island states contravenes 
fundamental principles of fairness and equity,” said their 
spokesnlian. Samoan Environment Minister Sale Tagaloa. 

Rising oceans caused by global warming presented a 
danger that “offends against the sovereignty of the state, 
the integrity of people and the right to life of individuals.” 
he said. 

He spoke at the opening session of the three-day ministe- 
rial stage of U.N. talks in Kyoto seeking to impose cuts on 
greenhouse gas emissions in a protocol to be signed 
Wednesday. 

“Our people, faced with further inaction in Kyoto, fear 
leaving behind their islands, their unique environments and 
cultures- to become refugees." Tagaloa said. 

He urged no further delay among developed nations in 
making a commitment to cutting output of the poisonous 
gases blamed for trapping the earth's heat. 

“We retain a semblance of hope that in the final moments 
of these negotiations we are able to construct a protocol 
which meets the needs of our island people," the minister 
added. 

"Our future represents the future of the planet — we are 
your coral reefs, your early warning signal which only the 
negligent would ignore.” he said. 


right and it will noi he 
denied." he added. 

"We do not want to 
founder on a false divide." 
Mr. Gore said. “We want to 
forge a lasting partnership 
to achieve a better future.” 

The vice president said 
the U.S. proposal “provides 
the means to ensure that all 
nations can join us on their 
own terms in meeting this 
common challenge." 

But China refused to 
entertain any binding com- 
mitment in Kyoto. 

“The Chinese delegation 
is opposed to the introduc- 
tion of any new commit- 
ments for developing coun- 
tries." said Chinese delega- 
tion chief Chen Yaobang. 

Beijing was also against 
the “launching of any nego- 
tiating process that attempt.' 
to introduce new commit- 
ments for developing coun- 
tries." he said. 

Mr. Gore said the United 
States would press ahead 
with its own domestic 
agenda if the Kyoto talks 
failed. 

“Whether or not agree- 
ment is reached here, we 
will take concrete steps to 
meet this challenge." the 
vice president said. “I com- 
mit to you today that the 
United States is prepared to 
act and will act." 

He was "determined and 
optimistic that we can suc- 
ceed" and he had no doubt 
that the process would 
inevitably lead to a solution 
“in the days or years 
ahead." 

EU spokesman Johny 
Lahure attacked demands 
that developing nations 
make new commitments in 
Kyoto as “not helpful, 
insisting that developed 
nations take the lead. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. current emission 
trends are likely to cause 
average global tempera- 
tures to rise 1.0 to 3.5 
degrees Celsius over the 
next 100 years. 


Biko memory haunts 
S. Africa’s search for the truth 


PORT ELIZABETH. South 
Africa (R) — South Africa's 
truth commission resumes 
efforts Monday to expose the 
facts surrounding the death of 
prominent black activist 
Steve Biko 20 years ago. 

Five security policemen 
who interrogated Biko short- 
ly before he died in 
September 1977 have applied 
to the commission for 
amnesty from prosecution. 

They are among few 
apartheid-era officials to seek 
pardon and their decision to 
testify is one of the biggest 
successes for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
which was set up to expose 
abuses in the fight over 
apartheid. 

The commission heard tes- 
timony in September from 
the herd of the interrogation 
squad, former Colonel 
Harold Snyman. who said 
Biko died of brain damage 
after knocking his head 
against a wall during a scuf- 
fle. 

Mr. Snyman said Biko had 
attacked his interrogators 


and. in an effort to subdue 
him and protect themselves, a 
fight had easued which left 
him mumbling, unresponsive 
and disorientated. 

Biko was then manacled 
and chained to the bars of his 
prison cell. Mr. Snyman said, 
to check if he was faking his 
injuries. 

The family of the black 
consciousness leader rejected 
Mr. Snyman's testimony as a 
pack of lies and other scepti- 
cal observers said they hoped 
the whole truth would 
emerge when the four other 
policemen gave evidence this 
week. 

At least one of the police- 
men said in his written 
amnesty application that 
Biko was actually rammed 
head-first into a wall during 
his interrogation. 

Uncontested evidence is 
that, after suffering serious 
injury at the hands of his cap- 
tors. Biko was driven naked 
and unconscious from Pori 
Elizabeth on the east coast to 
a prison in Pretoria. 12100 
kilometres awav. where he 


died. 

Biko's family, which has 
consistently campaigned for 
his killers to be brought to 
trial, is opposing amnesty for 
the five. 

Nobel Peace Laureate 
Desmond Tutu’s truth com- 
mission can indemnify per- 
petrators of gross human 
rights abuses, who do not 
need to apologise, but must 
make a full confession and 
show their actions were moti- 
vated by politics. 

Its task is to uncover as 
much of the truth as possible 
behind apartheid-era crimes 
as well to foster reconcilia- 
tion in a nation tom racial 
oppression. 

During his life Biko gained 
prominence as a black con- 
sciousness leader within 
South Africa, but it was his 
death at the hands of the 
security police that made him 
a world famous icon of the 
anti-apartheid struggle. 

The truth commission's 
amnesty panel has set aside a 
week to hear the testimony of 
the policemen. 


Mexico offers $lm reward for drag kingpins 


MEXICO CITY (R> — 
Mexico is offering a $1 mil- 
lion reward for information 
leading to the capture of 
three brothers who head a 
dangerous drug cartel and 
allegedly ordered the recent 
shooting of a well-known 
Mexican journalist. 

The anomey general’s 
office said in statement it 
would pay 8 million pesos 
— a little more than Si mil- 
lion — to anyone who 
helped police capture any of 
the Arellano Felix brothers: 
Benjamin. Ramon and 
Francisco Javier. 

The Arellano Felix family 
heads the so-called Tijuana 
Carrel, known for its vio- 
lence in drug turf wars. 
Cartel hitmen on Nov. 27 
attacked Jesus 

Blancomelas, editor of a 


newsweekly that regularly 
covers the drug trade. 

Hit by as many as four 
bullets. Mr. Blancomelas 
was still recovering in hos- 
pital Sunday, nearly two 
weeks after die attack which 
claimed the lives of his 
bodyguard and one of the 
assailants, a well-known 
gunman for the drug cartel. 

Ramon Arellano is already 
on the FBI’s 10 most want- 
ed list — a distinction that 
earned him a S2 million 
bounty on his head. Experts 
say famous drug kingpins 
such as the late Pablo 
Escobar in Colombia were 
worth as much as S6 million 
in reward money. 

“The Arellano Felix drug 
cartel, known as the 
‘Tijuana Cartel.’ is consid- 
ered to be one of the most 


vicious, ruthless criminal 
organisations involved in 
smuggling drugs into the 
United States." FBI 
Director Louis Freeh said at 
a news conference earlier 
this year. 

The drug gang has long 
been a headache to officials 
on both sides of the border. 
In 1993. its gunmen were 
involved in the fatal shoot- 
ing of Catholic Cardinal 
Juan Jesus Posadas 
Ocampo, who officials say 
was killed in a case of mis- 
taken identity. 

Mexican ’ Anomey 
General Jorge Madrazo has 
said that UTS. agents have 
just as much chance of cap- 
ruring the cartel leaders as 
the Mexican ones because 
they often cross the border 
onto U.S. soil. 


Dissident 
calls on 
China’s 
activists 
to unite 


BEIJING (AFP) — Veteran 
dissident U Xiuolong urged 
China’s human rights activists 
Monday to team from Taiwan 
and form a united front to bring 
democracy to the nation. 

In an open letter to China’s 
dissidents. Mr. Li — who lives 
in the southern boomtown of 
Shenzhen — said the strong 
showing of the Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) in 
Taiwan's recent local elections 
was a turning point in China's 
history. 

“Tbs success of the DPP in 
Taiwan marks the Stan of a 
new historic phase in the 
demoenmsation of China and 
gives as a new chance to bring 
about a democratic system.” he 
said. 

‘The caw of Taiwan has 
shown us that you must have a 
strong organisation to survive 
the tests of time and you must 
have the support of the people 
and use every favourable cir- 
cumstance.” he added. 

'The voire of dcniocracy 
shouLs loud from both inside 
and outside the Oral Wall" 
sard Mr. Li. who has set up an 
organisation called the 
Committee of the Voice of 
Human Rights, 

“But if we hope for the suc- 
cess of the dcrtKvnitic move- 
ment in China, we have to 
unify our forces, form a nation- 
al front and fix a common goal. 
W C must also build up a ruling 
body in order tr» form an i vgan- 
isaliona! hose in wekiune tile 
new wave of dcmcvracy in 
China," he ;idded. 

In late Nos ember. Mr Li also 
wrote an open letter to 
President Jiang Zemin calling 
on him to “put an end to the 
dictatorship of Ihc party" 
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U.S. Vice President Al Gore (right) and British Vice Prime Minister John Prescott sit 
down for their talks after the opening session of the high-level segment attended by 
ministers and heads of delegates for the the U.N. conference on climate change at 
Kyoto International Conference Mali (AFP photo) 

Special parliament session 
likely on Bangladesh peace pact 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh's ruling Avvami 
League has decided to call 
a special parliamentary ses- 
sion to debate the peace 
pact with southeastern trib- 
al rebels which has sparked 
an opposition general 
strike, a report said 
Monday. 

The Muktakunthu daily 
said the decision was made 
at a party meeting laic 
Sunday chaired by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed. It said the party 
would ask President 
Shahabuddin Ahmed lo 
convene the session during 
the second half of 
December. 

Official sources Monday 
said it was very likely the 
session would be convened 
after the prime minister 


returns later this week from 
the Tehran summit of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. 

The reported decision 
came alter a day-long 
nationwide general strike 
called hy opposition parties 
Sunday in protest at (he 
peace pact. It was marked 
by violence in several dis- 
tricts including the capital 
Dhaka and die Khagracluiri 
hill district. 

A seven-party opposition 
alliance led by rite 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) of former 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 
has called for fresh stop- 
pages Wednesday and 
Thursday in the southeast- 
ern port city of Chittagong 
and- the hill districts of 
Band urban. Khagrachari 


and Rangainuti. 

The alliance says the pact, 
which ends a 22-year insur- 
gency. is "unconstitutional" 
and a "black treaty." 

Sunday Sheikh Hasina 
challenged her rivals to 
debate the pact in parlia- 
ment and stop giving “dis- 
torted" versions of the 
country's constitution. 

Answering opposition 
charges that hill councils 
set up under the pact 
amounted to a parallel gov- 
ernment. she said Dhaka 
had the power to dissolve 
them al any time and would 
have appointed members 
sitting on them. 

The 22-sear insurgency 
led by Shanti Bahini rebels 
in the southeastern hills has 
left 25.1X10 people dead by 
unofficial estimates. 



US- President Bill Clinton (right) congratulates actor Charlton Heston for being 
named a Kennedy Centre Honours recipient at the White House i AFP photo) 

Washington elite honour 
Dylan, Bacall, Heston 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Washington's power elite 
joined in a tribute Sunday In 
Bob Dylan. C’h;iriton Heston. 
Lauren Bacall, opera soprano 
Jessye Norman and dancer 
Edward Vi Delia at llte 
Kennedy Centre Honours. 

President Bill Clinton, fed- 
eral reserve board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan and House 
(of Representatives) speaker 
Newt Gingrich were among 
those who celebrated the five 
artists in a black-lie affair. 

The longest standing ova- 
tion wenr to Dyl.m. the must 
influential pop musician of 
his era. Dylan often appeared 
uncomfortable accepting the 
applause. 

Actor Gregory Peck, a 
1991 Kennedy Centre 
Honouree. told rite audience 
that in Dylan’s songs, "we 
hear the ccIhics of old 
American voices.” 

Bruce Springsteen sang 
“The Times, they Are A 
Changin'’ one of Dylan’s 
best-known songs hum the 
1960s. Shirley Caesar per- 
formed an electrifying ver- 
sion of Dylan’s "You Gotta 
Serve Somebody” that had 
Mr. Greenspan and Mr. 
Gingrich swaying in their 
seats. 

The 1 997 set of Kennedy 
Centre Hnnourevv reflected 
the diversity of American 
artistic expression, with the 
2 1 -member executive board 


showing its customary bias 
towards the silver screen. 

Bacall is best known for iicr 
sultry looks and smouldering 
glances in such movies ;is 
‘To Have and Have Not.” in 
which she made her film 
debin in 1944 at age l‘>. 

She married her ci »-siar 
from that film and for 1 1 
years until his death Bacall 
Und screen legend Humphrey 
Bogan were one of 
Hollywood's most famous 
and romantic couples. 

Heston used his command- 
ing feai tires and presence to 
great affect in films such as 
"Ben Hur." for which he won 
an academy award in juso, 
For many people. Heston's 
face is liu: face of Moses, 
who he portrayed in Cecil B. 
DemiHe s biblical epic "Tlw 
Ten Commandments" in 
1956, 

Heston is well-known in 
recent years as a defender of 
gnu rights for the National 
Rifle Association. 

Norman, raised in jxweny 
in Augusta. Getsgiii, w;i> 
praised by actor” Si due v 
Poiticr. a 1995 Kenneth 
Centre honouree. 

“All 1 know is if God is a 
woman, then Jessye is her 
voice." he said. 

IX-spite her liuinhlc oriuins. 
Norman impressed niusiJ 
professors enough at I Inward 
University in Washington to 
give her a four-year scholar- 


ship. In 196S. one year after 
graduation, -he won the 
Munich international music 
competition. 

After establishing her nank- 
in Europe. Norman made Iter 
debut at the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York in 1983. 
where she has remained a star 
perlormer. 

Villella. who as u scrappy 
Italian- .American kid grow- 
ing up in New York had to 
withstand the ribbing of hi- 
pccis. became the premier 
male star ol New York Cits 
ballet in the 1 960s. 

Actress Joanne Woodward, 
a 1 902 Kennedy Centre 
Honouree. said even as a 
child. Vi 1 lei la’s talent was 
evident, iuid Ik* became 
know n “as ilte hov who could 
fly." 

Working under the dirce- 
tim u! t lance master George 
Balanchine. an |U7.X 
Kennedy Centre Honouree. 
Villella was an energetic and 
very phy sical dancer. 

But m 1975. a hip injury 
forced Villella into retirement 
ami a new role :ls readier and 
director. In I9S6 he leaped at 
the chance deform rhe Miami 
City Bullet, which in a short 
lime has become one of rhe 
United Stales’ lemling com- 
panies. 

CBS Television will broad- 
cast the Kennedy Centre 
Honours Dec. 26. 


WELLINGTON (R) — 

New Zealand’s First woman 
prime minister. Jenny 
Shipley, was officially sworn 
in Monday, taking over from 
Jim Bulger as leader of the 
two-party centrc-righi coali- 
tion. 

In u ceremony m 
Wellington's government 
house. Go vemor- Genera) Sir 
Michael Hardie Boys signed 
a warrant appointing Ms. 
Shipley shortly after accept- 
ing Mr. Bolger ‘s resignation. 

Mr. Bolger is standing 
down after seven yean, at the 
helm, having run three dif- 
ferent governments built 
around the conservative 
national party. 

Ms. Shipley ivusted Mr. 
Bolger as party leader in a 
swiftly executed coup a 
month ago. She said her 
main motive was to revitalise 
the government, but analysis 
believe she was also 
responding to the coalition's 
recent plunge in popularity. 

A broad-shouldered former 
school teacher from nation- 
al's right, the 45-ycur-old i.s 
considered to be to the right 
of Mr. Bolger on economic 
policy and has a reputation as 
a pragmatist. 

Her rapid rise began when 
she leapfrogged into the 
National Party shadow cabi- 
net just two years after enter- 
ing politics in 1987. 

Appointed social welfare 
minister after National swept 
to power in 1990. Ms. 
Shipley led the dismantling 
of much of what was left of 
New Zealand's welfare state. 
The policy was unpopular 
and Ms. Shipley saw protest- 
ers burning her effigy in the 
streets. 

After national retained 
government in the 1993 elec- 
tion. she took on the 
demanding health portfolio 
and added to her no-non- 
sense reputation. 

When Mr. Bolger formed 
the two-party government 
with populist New Zealand 
first almost exactly a year 
ago. the man known as the 
"great conciliator" was to 
find a new system of propor- 
tional representation worked 
against him. 

Mr. Bolger ’s willingness to 
embrace consensus politics 
and apjvase his coalition 
partner NZ First saw him 
labelled as "soft" hy his 
backbenchers, and they 
turned to Ms. Shipley lor 
stronger leadership. 

However. a cabinet reshuf- 
fle by Ms. Shipley detailed 
last Friday made only limited 
changes and seemed lo indi- 
cate she had no desire w 
upset the coalition balance. 

NZ first leader and Deputy 
Pri me Minister Winston 
Peters has responded cau- 
tiously to Ms. Shipley's rise 
lo power, holding back the 
support of his party for sc'- 
eral weeks and expressing 
concern at a possible move 
to the right. 

In media interviews Ms. 
Shipley has signalled that she 
plans only limited policy ini- 
tiatives in the few days 
before parliament breuiks for 
the summer Thursday. 

However, she has said that 
a key speech in February will 
show die direction of core 
plaas for social policy. 

“There will he a series of 
initiative** in the social policy 
area which will draw peo- 
ple’s attention to what gov- 
ernments can seriously do. 
but < also to) what parents and 
families must expect to do 
for themselves." she told the 
dominion newspaper in an 
interview published Monday 
Slur also stressed th.it die 
believed social issues such a> 
education, health and welfare 
would dominate the agenda 
until the next election, due in 
hie 1999. 

Tl we don't make proere>!* 
in these areas, then all of lire 
economic success of tire L4 
decade and a half will Hr v *d’ 
ued lor nothing." she said- 
Political analysis said M v 
Shipley would pn>babi> wt 
nit her agenda to purliaiiH’ 111 
vm Feb. 17 when it is expM* 
ed to reconvene after ib 
recess. 
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without all 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 

Cambodia's King 

Norodom Sihanouk said 
Monday it would be impos- 
sible to hold a fair election 
jn his troubled country 
without first achieving rec- 
onciliation and allowing all 
Cambodians to take part. 
The king did not name 
his deposed son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, but 
stressed that an election 
could not be free and fair 
unless everyone was 
allowed to participate. 

“The elections cannot be 
fair- and free without you, 

^ without the participation of 
all — all — Cambodians,” 
the king told a group of 
prince Ranariddh’s sup- 
porters. 

Fust Prime Minister 
Ranariddh was deposed by 
Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen in early July. 

Norodom Sihanouk, 
speaking to the group in his 
Fhnora Penh palace, also 
said there must be full 
respect for human rights 
and the liberal, democratic 
provisions of the country’s 
constitution before a fair 
election could be held. 

Hun Sen has said all 
politicians can take part in 
election scheduled for 
'•May, but Prince Ranariddh 
' and two of his top aides 
must first face trial on 
security-related charges. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
was out of the country at 
the time of his ouster, says 
the charges later filed 
against him are politically 
motivared and designed to 
block his return to politics. 
Norodom Sihanouk has 
made clear his disapproval 1 
of Hun Sen’s takeover, but 
as a neutral head of state 
the monarch has tried, so 
far without success, to pro- ! 
mote reconciliation | 

between his son and Hun 
Sen. ' 

“National reconciliation 
and the return of Cambodia 
to a full respect for human 
rights and full respect for 
the provisions of the liberal 
constitution we have, they 
must be achieved before 
the elections,” the king 
said. 

“How can we have elec- 
tions before national recon- 
ciliation, before enabling 
all Cambodians... to work 
together once again in 
order to prepare such elec- 
tions?” he asked. 

Norodom Sihanouk, 75, 
returned to Phnom Penh 
from China, where he has 
been undergoing medical 
1 treatment, last week on his 
first trip to the Cambodian 
capital since Hun Sen’s 
coup. 

Toe international com- 
munity, including the Unit- 
ed States and Cambodia’s 
neighbours in the region, 
have been insisting that 
Prince Ranariddh be 
allowed to take part in the 
upcoming poll. 

But Hun Sen has insisted 
die 'prince face charges of 
smuggling weapons and 
colluding with the out- 
lawed Khmer Rouge guer- 
rilla group. Hun Sen has 
*^0 said he would support 
a royal amnesty for Prince 
J&nariddh if he were found 
JNlty, which would allow 
die prince to run in the 
election. 

Prince Ranariddh has 
rejected Hun Sen’s offer, 
%ipg he would never 
Jjceiye a fair trial in a 
Cambodian court The king 
jaid recently that he also 
doubted that Prince 
^nariddh would ever get a 
fan- trial in Cambodia. 

Prince Ranariddh and 
Hun Sen formed a coalition 
government with Norodom 
Manotik’s encouragement 
^ fee U.N.-rnn election 
in 1993 t which the Prince 

l narrowly won. 

i fetit their administration 
Plagued by bitter rows 
the distribution of 
P° Wc r between them and 
^petition for the alle- 
®ance of defecting Khmer 
K °uge guerrillas. 



Firefighters climb on the tail of the fuselasge of a Russian Antonov .AN- 124 Ruslan 
cargo pianre which crashed into a housing area in Irkutsk D, an industrial suburb of 
the Siberian town. Rescue teams were sifting through the charred wreckage of the 3- 
storey building that was totally demolished by the military plane in the crash, but 
Monday said they had lost hope of finding more survivors (AFP photo) 

Australian PM talks 
tough over landrights bill 


CANBERRA (AFP) — 
Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard Monday 
warned against speculation 
over the date of an early 
election he has threatened 
to call if parliament blocks 
aboriginal landrights legis- 
lation. 

He said while the govern- 
ment would have the option 
of a double dissolution 
election if the senate 
refused a second time to 
pass the legislation in an 
acceptable form. the 
impasse had not yet hap- 
pened. 

“Don’t get too excited 
about the timing of the next 
election — I’m not, you 
shouldn’t be,’’ he told the 
National Press Club here. 

The upper house last 
week amended key sections 
of the native title bill which 
had sought to largely 
reverse rights to which the 
high court ruled Aborigines 
were entitled. 

The bill will go back to 


the upper house in three 
months and Mr. Howard 
has warned that if, as 
expected, it is subject to 
major changes again he 
will use it as the trigger for 
an early election. 

Mr. Howard also dis- 
missed polls Sunday show- 
ing his government trailing 
the Labour opposition say- 
ing it was common for gov- 
ernments to record a mid- 
term slump as U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, former 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, and 
previous Australian gov- 
ernments had oil done. 

“It’s part of the political 
process — I don’t know 
why you should find it so 
extraordinary.” he said. 

Mr. Howard also 
described suggestions that 
his 10-point native title 
plan could be likened to 
South Africa's apartheid 
regime as “sickening 
hypocrisy.” 

"Anybody who runs 


around saying our position 
is similar or can be likened 
to the stance taken by the 
discredited apartheid 
regime in South Africa is 
deliberately inflaming the 
situation, wants race to be 
an issue and is behaving in 
a provocative, quite dishon- 
est fashion.” he said. 

Mr. Howard was respond- 
ing to New Souih Wales 
state Premier Bob Carr, 
who said Australia could be 
seen to be populated by cit- 
izens like the white South 
Africans of the 1 960s if the 
government called an elec- 
tion over native title. 

However, the Council for 
Aboriginal Reconciliation 
Chair Evelyn Scon warned 
that a double dissolution 
would be disastrous for the 
government. 

'it will be damaging for 
reconciliation and... I 
believe it will be political 
suicide for the govern- 
ment.” Mr. Scott said. 


Russia says it may 
sign landmine ban soon 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
is ready to join an 
international ban on use of 
landmines after finding a 
substitute for anti-person- 
nel mines it uses to guard 
nuclear and other military 
installations, the foreign 
ministry said Monday. 

Interfax news agency 
quoted Gennady Tarasov, 
a senior ministry official, 
as saying Russia would 


sign the ban treaty "within 
a reasonable future time- 
frame” but gave no further 
information. 

He did not say how 
many installations were 
protected by landmines or 
when he expected them to 
be replaced. 

Last week a total of 121 
nations signed an historic 
treaty to ban anti-person- 
nel landmines worldwide. 


But three major powers 
— the United States. Rus- 
sia and China — and most 
Middle Eastern nations 
have refused to sign the 
treaty, saying there was 
still some need for land- 
mines. 

But Russia extended its 
five-year self-imposed 
moratorium on expons of 
mines by another five 
vears from Dec. I . 


8-year-old gives birth 


MULTAN, Pakistan 
(AFP.) — An eight-year- 
old Pakistani girl who 
became pregnant after 
allegedly being raped by 
two men has given birth to 
an underweight but 
healthy baby, doctors said 
Monday. 

The girl delivered the 
baby late Sunday in the 
rural town of Alipur. 1 30 
kilometres southwest of 
here. Doctor Ashiq Hus- 
sain said. 

She gave birth in the 
hospital’s counvard with 
the help of an accompany- 
ing midwife before she 
could be taken inside by 
staff, the doctor said, 
adding that the girl’s par- 


ents took her and the baby 
back to their village. 

According to hospital 
staff the mother and baby. ; 
who weighed four pounds, 
were in a stable condition. 
Dr. Hussain said. 

The parents have alleged 
two men raped the girl 
who underwent puberty at 
an abnormally early age. 

Local police said fee 
men. aged IS and 20. 
were arrested in October 
and booked for criminal 
assault under the coun- 
try’s Islamic Hudood law, 
which lays down impris- 
onment of up to 14 years 
and whipping for the 
offence. 



4 dead as two 
small planes collide 




MONTREAL (.AFP) — 
Two small Cessna aero- 
planes, each carrying two 
people, collided some 70 
metres above an airport 
outside Montreal Sunday, 
killing all four on board, 
local police said. 

The accident occurred as 
the two aircraft prepared 
to land at Mascouche air- 


port, 30 kilometres north- 
east of here around 2:30' 
p.m. (1930 GMTj. 

Communication trouble 
between the two aero- 
planes could have caused 
fee crash, local police 
official Michel Theriault 
said, adding that fee small 
airfield lacks a control 


Russian rescuers to end 
search for crash survivors 


IRKUTSK. Russia (R.l — 
Siberian rescue workers 
said Monday they had 
lost ail hope of finding 
any more survivors from 
the charred wreckage of a 
huge military plane that 
plunged into an apart- 
ment building, killing 
scores of people. 

At a news conference in 
Irkutsk, Emergencies 
Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said workers had found 
41 bodies and 16 body 
fragments. 

He added that some 
people were still unac- 
counted for. Earlier he 
told reporters at the scene 
the final death toll could 
reach 62. 

“There are too many 
unidentified bodies and 
fragments. I cannot imag- 
ine for now what to do 
with all of them. We have 
loads of people working 
in the morgue for feat.” 
Mr. Shoigu said. 

The cause of the crash, 
which set Fire to several 
buildings including an 
orphanage where two 
children died, was not 
immediately known. 

But Interfax news 
agency quoted sources in 
Irkutsk, about 5.000 km 
east of Moscow, as say- 
ing the crew reported that 
two engines failed just 
before the Antonov- 124 
aircraft crashed shortly 
after takeoff. 

NTV commercial tele- 


vision said another theo- 
ry was that the plane's 
cargo — two Sukhoi 
fighter jets bound for 
export to Vietnam — had 
not been properly loaded. 

The plane crashed into 
an apartment building 
housing 106 people and 
just missed an orphanage 
nearby where two chil- 
dren died and five were 
injured in the ensuing 
fires. 

About 150 children and 
300 other people had to 
be evacuated. 

Russian television 
showed pictures of sever- 
al badly burned children 
and said many others 
were still in a state of 
shock. 

“I thought it was an 
earthquake,” said Andrei 
Derevyanchuk. a 53- 
year-old pensioner who 
lived in the building now 
turned to ashes. “I 
grabbed my daughter, 
barely dressed, her kid, 
and went to the window. 
There was fire all over 
the place.” 

“We managed to get out 
through the stairway, but 
my wife, she was left 
behind. She stood by the 
window suffocating on 
the smoke and we could 
not do anything. Thank 
God. fire-fighters man- 
aged to save her.” Mr. 
Derevyanchuk told 
Reuters. 

Nadezhda Khamaza. 


51, said her son saved all 
her family from the burn- 
ing building. “He took 
out everyone shortly after 
the crash, then put on his 
own fire-fighting clothes 
and took out our 84-year- 
old grandmother.” 

But they were among 
the few lucky families to 
survive the tragedy. 
Natalya Davydova, who 
lived next door to 
Derevyanchuk, lost her 
two teenage sons, Denis 
and Zhenya, in the fire. 

Officials said the death 
toll could have been far 
higher if the town's gas 
supply had not been coin- 
cidentally cut off shortly 
before fee crash. 

Local residents were 
raising money and col- 
lecting clothes for the 
homeless victims of the 
disaster. ITAR-TASS 
news agency said the east 
Siberian railways would 
donate one billion rou- 
bles (SI 69.000) and two 
apanments. 

Most of the aircraft’s 
vast fuselage appeared to 
have disintegrated or 
burned after the crash but 
the white tailplaoe. deco- 
rated with a red star, was 
stuck awkwardly in the 
side and roof of the four- 
storey building. 

The building itself was 
covered with ice after 
fire-fighters poured water 
over it for hours to put 
out the fires which broke 


out after the crash. 

The II -year-old plane, 
which had a total weight 
of 340 tonnes, was carry- 
ing 110 tonnes of avia- 
tion fuel. 

The crash disaster was 
the fifth accident involv- 
ing the an-1 24 since 
1992. an AN-124 
freighter crashed near 
Turin, Italy, last year, 
killing two crew mem- 
bers and two Italian vil- 
lagers. 

The Antonov- 124 is one 
of the world’s largest 
planes. It is nearly 70 
metres long, has a 
wingspan of more than 
73 metres and has a max- 
imum capacity of 120 
tonnes. 

Russia's Defence Min- 
istry said Sunday it had 
suspended all an-124 
flights until the cause of 
the accident was known, 
military prosecutors have 
launched a criminal 
investigation. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, head of a 
commission set up to 
investigate fee crash, 
inspected the site Sunday. 

He visited the scene of 
another disaster Monday 
in the western Siberian 
town of Novokuznetsk. 
Last Tuesday 67 coal 
miners were killed in an 
underground gas explo- 


New ‘dataholics’ generation 
on rise — survey 


LONDON (R) — A genera- 
tion of “dataholics” is on 
fee rise, with over half the 
respondents to a new sur- 
vey commissioned by 
Reuters saying they crave 
information. ~ especially 
from computers and fee 
Internet. 

The international survey 
of 1,000 business people, 
released Tuesday, said 53 
per cent admitted to craving 
information and 54 per cent 
claimed to get a “high” 
when they fmd what they 
have been seeking in an 
electronic search. 

At the same time they 
often feel overwhelmed by 
all the information at their 
disposal, and worry feat 
their children are turning 
into info-junkies too. Forty - 
six per cent of those sur- 
veyed said their children 
already prefer computers to 
feeir peers. 

The survey is called 
“Glued to the screen: an 
investigation into informa- 




tion addiction worldwide" 
and is based on interviews 
wife people in Britain, fee 
United States, Ireland, Ger- 
many, Singapore and Hong 
Kong. 

“Is information fee drug 
of the nineties?” asked 
Mark Griffiths, a psycholo- 
gist and senior lecturer at 
Nottingham University, 
commenting on the survey. 

“Have we become fact- 
fanatics and info-junkies? 
there is a very fine line 
between having enough 
information and gening too 
much,” Griffiths said. 

“This report reveals a 
clear linkage between Inter- 
net abuse, data accumula- 
tion and information addic- 
tion.’’ he said. 

Paul Waddington, a 
spokesman for Reuters, fee 
Global News and Informa- 
tion Group, said informa- 
tion-gathering in itself was 
not the problem. 

"It’s a problem when it 
starts to affect the way peo- 


ple perform in business, 
and in fee way it affects 
feeir home life,” he said. 

"When people are spend- 
ing three or four hours on 
fee Internet, clearly it is not 
good for productivity at 
work, and fee same thing is 
true at home,” he said. 

The survey said SO per 
cent of respondents felt dri- 
ven to gather as much infor- 
mation as possible to keep 
up with customers and 
competitors, but over half 
of them felt unable to han- 
dle all fee information fear 
they accumulated. 

A whopping 97 per cent 
believed feeir companies 
would benefit from infor- 
mation management train- 
ing. Eighty-six per cent 
believed schools and col- 
leges should be doing more 
to prepare children to deal 
effectively wife informa- 
tion. 

“I don’t think this is an 
argument in favour of fee 
Luddite view of technolo- 


gy. It is to support fee effec- 
tive use of technology, and 
nor to have time wasted by 
fruitless browsing." Mr. 
Waddington said. 

The results of fee survey 
also reflect fee fact feat fee 
Internet is very- disorgan- 
ised. he said. 

Three hundred of those 
surveyed were parents. Of 
this group. 36 per cent wor- 
ried feat feeir children were 
over-exposed to informa- 
tion. 

“If the children had then- 
heads buried in die Ency- 
clopaedia Britannia, they 
r wouldn't worry at all. They 
are concerned feat what 
feeir children are doing on- 
line isn’t productive or 
helping feeir development," 
Mr. Waddington said. 

The survey follows a 
1996 Reuters report which 
found feat increasing num- 
bers of people suffer ill 
health due to fee stress of 
information overload. 
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The stakes are 
high for all 

THE FIRST, second and even third reading of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
limited redeployment offer to the Palestinians 
indicates that it is indeed void of all substance. 
By linking the proposal to withdraw by an 
unidentifiable extent from the Palestinian areas 
to a set of conditions that are impossible to pin- 
point or satisfy, the Israeli offer becomes patent- 
ly hollow and a ploy for extra procrastination. 
There is already a wide consensus that the latest 
Israeli ideas on how to advance the faltering 
peace process will come to naught. 

The next issue that needs to be addressed is 
what to do in the face of continuing Israeli 
delaying tactics and intransigence. There is no 
question in this regard that the only alternative 
is to invite the U.S. to be more forceful in deal- 
ing with this persistent Israeli record of deli- 
ance. The lack of U.S. endorsement of the latest 
Israeli offer suggests that Washington cannot be 
easily fooled as Netanyahu may have thought 
when he made his infamous “overture” to the 
Palestinians. Surely President Bill Clinton has 
many more cards to play against the defiant 
Israeli prime minister. His Majesty King 
Hussein has already outlined his sense of indig- 
nation over Netanyahu's betrayal of his own 
promises. 

The King made it clear in as many weeks that 
the Israeli_government’s policies were bound to 
destroy the current peace effort and possibly the:: 
whole peace process. 

It' stands to reason that the warm peace that 
once prevailed between Jordan and Israel can- 
not be expected to go anywhere except back- 
ward as long as the state of the peace process 
remains where it is now. Egyptian-Israeli rela- 
tions are also strained to the point of being on 
the verge of collapse. The Palestinians appear to 
be on the brink of waging another wide-scale 
intifada to vent their grievances and despera- 
tion. Netanyahu himself is in the unenvious posi- 
tion of being hostage to his extreme right-wing 
allies who never stopped threatening to topple 
him should he opt for compromise with the 
Palestinians. 

The stage seems set for major upheavals in the 
region unless there is a real change of course in 
Israel. The stakes arc high not only fur the Arab 
side but also for the international community 
which has pinned high hopes on (he peace 
process to settle the long-standing Arab-Israeli 
conflict. This is where the international commu- 
nity. in addition to the Arab World, needs to 
make its views heard loud and clear on how to 
proceed from this moment on. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab A I Ya Will’s Daoud Qameh described the 
gathering of the heads of Islamic nations in Tehran as 
only a superficial show of solidarity among Muslim 
nations. For its part Iran seeks to benefit from such a 
gathering in a bid to mobilise the Iranian people behind 
Its leadership at a lime when the Gulf region is threat- 
ened with American military strikes and when the inter- 
nal situation in Iran is in turmoil, said the writer. Despite 
its hosting of the Islamic summit. Qameh said. Iran 
realises all too well that its relations with its Arab neigh- 
bours remain strained due to its own policies towards The 
Arabs, especially with regard to Iraq and the Arab Gulf 
states. Although the Arabs hnd Muslims badly need to 
establish solidarity in the face of the external dangers. 
Muslim and .Arab nations’ relations remain strained, 
and the series of Islamic meetings organised by the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference countries has failed 
till now to achieve a single objective to convince the 
Arab and Muslim masses of the urgency of such meet- 
ings. according to the writer. Still, he said, the Muslim 
and Arab masses are looking to see if this summit in 
Tehran will succeed in passing a single item. 

Al Dustour daily addressed the marking of the 10th 
anniversary of the start of the intifada in Palestine which 
falls Tuesday, reminding the world that it was the upris- 
ing of the oppressed that brought the plight of the 
Palestinians under Israeli occupation to the attention of 
the world. It was the intifada that opened the eyes of the 
Israeli society to the facts on the ground and forced the 
Israeli leadership to admit that the Palestinians have 
legitimate rights, the paper said. With their uprising 
against tyranny, said the paper, the Palestinians proved 
to the world that the w ill of the masses cannot be stifled 
through oppression, it said that it was the intifada that 
forced the Israeli leaders to recognise the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation which they had been describing 
as a terrorist organisation. Al Dustour said that before 
the intifada there was no hope of an Israeli pull-out 
from even one inch of the occupied Arab lands, but now. 
through pressure from the Palestinian people and the 
world community. Israel is facing the inevitable with- 
drawal which is to come sooner or later. 


The ticking 



By Donald Neff 

WASHINGTON DC — While vowing to 
seek a diplomatic solution to the crisis 
with Iraq and simultaneously sending 
more military' forces to the Gulf, the 
Clinton administration has launched a 
supercharged campaign to portray Saddam 
Hussein as a threat to the whole world. 
President Clinton led off on Nov. 14 by 
warning that “this is not just a replay of the 
Gulf war. This is about the security of the 
21st century and the problems everybody 
is going to have to face dealing with chem- 
ical weapons." That same day he ordered 
the U55 George Washington aircraft carri- 
er and its battle group to join the carrier 
USS Nimitz in the Gulf. More reinforce- 
ments were expected to be on their way 
soon. 

The next day the president said: “I want 
you to look at it forward, and think of it in 
terms of the innocent Japanese people who 
died in the subway when the Sarin gas was 
released. . .It is important for every respon- 
sible government in the world to do every- 
thing rhat cun possibly be done not to let 
big stores of chemical or biological 
weapons fall into the wrong hands, not to 
let irresponsible people develop the capac- 
ity to put those big warheads on missiles or 
put them in briefcases that can be explod- 
ed in small rooms." 

Although Clinton asserted that “1 say this 
not to frighten you." it was clear the 
administration was out to do exactly that. 
Pentagon Spokesman Kenneth Bacon on 
Nov. 14 gave reporters a description of the 
lethal effects of several nerve agents that 
Iraq is believed to possess. “The inhalation 
of just a ninth of a millionth of a gramme 
of anthrax is fatal within five to seven days 
one hundred per cent of the time.” said 
Bacon. 

Defence Secretary William S. Cohen fol- 
lowed that by going on a Sunday TV talk 
show and declaring that Iraq in recent 
years has possessed enough chemical and 
biological agents to kill “millions" of peo- 
ple. To dramatise his point Cohen dis- 
played a five-pound bag of sugar, saying 
that if it were filled with anthrax it could 
“destroy at least half the population” of 
Washington. Then he held up a small vjal 
and said that “one single drop" of a nerve 
agent called VX “will kill you within a few 
minutes." He said United Nations inspec- 
tors found 3.9 tonnes of VX and 2,100 gal- 
lons of anthrax at a time that Iraq was 
claiming to have little or none of the sub- 
stances. “This is a global threat,” Cohen 
declared. 

Cohen pointedly noted that Iraq has mis- 


siles that can fly 3.000 kilometres, sug- 
gesting that not only Middle East nations 
were in peril. The Pentagon chief also 
noted that while President Clinton has not 
set “an artificial countdown or deadline” 
for military action, Saddam Hussein would 
have time to rebuild Iraq's arsenal if the 
impasse dragged on “weeks or months.” 
Thus, he said, the administration is “well 
aware of the ticking of the clock.” 

To emphasise the potential horror. White 
House National Security Adviser Samuel 
Berger went on a different national talk 
show and said that U.N. inspectors cannot 
account for 2.500 gallons of anthrax, 
adding that U.S. officials suspect Iraq has 
it on hand or could reconstitute it. “You 
inhale that gas. you die in five days." 

Albright's frantic efforts 

At the same time. Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright was tearing around 
four Gulf states in a single day trying to 
shore up Arab support. She started her day 
on November 16 in Qatar to open the 
MENA economic conference, but cut her 
visit to three hours because most Arabs 
had boycotted it in protest of Israel’s 
intransigence. So she had to go to them, in 
quick visits to Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia, she received support for demand- 
ing that Iraq obey U.N. resolutions — if 
not public support for the use of force. 

Nonetheless, she declared: “The people 
of Kuwait. Bahrain. Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia, the countries I have visited, are the 
front line, and if Saddam does not back 
down they will be the first ones to be 
threatened. I am here to signal that the 
llnited States will not let that happen.” 

Albright insisted that diplomacy was 
being pursued, mainly through Russia and 
France, two countries that have opposed 
force. U.S. officials revealed that Albright 
and President Clinton had several tele- 
phone conversations with Russian and 
French leaders in mid-November, as well 
as British leaders. In Kuwait, she said: “In 
our effort to build diplomatic pressure, we 
look to Russia and France, because of their 
unique ability to communicate with 
Saddam Hussein, to convince him that the 
only way out is to change course." State 
Department Spokesman James Rubin later 
explained: “The Russians in particular and 
the French have had influence over 
Saddam Hussein in the past. The idea is 
that they would be in the best position to 
convey to him the steelincss of the will of 
the international community to resolve this 
problem." - ^ 

■*' "The- problem for Washington is that 


While the flexing of military muscle makes 
the public feci good — polls sho* over- 
whelming .support if Iraq tries to ■ 

down a U-2 plane — the practical effects 

or air strikes are severely limited. 
Certainly U.S. forces could deter or repel 
an Iraqi ground thrust towards Kuwait, out 
as far as addressing the immediate prob- 
lems of maintaining a U.S. presence on the 
U.N. inspection teams and destroying 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, air 
strikes offer little leverage. 

American officials believe that Saddam 
Hussein is rcadv to bleed to the last drop or 
blood of other 'Iraqis, as demonstrated by 
his ploy to surround his palaces and other 
potential targets with hundreds of women, 
children and old men. Military experts 
strongly doubt that the Iraqi president can 
be found and killed by an air strike. 
Moreover, they do not believe his various 
storage and production sites of mass 
weapons can be destroyed from the air. 
Even if they could be found, the U.S. does 
not have conventional weapons that can 
penetrate the likely depths of Iraq s under- 
ground storage areas. 

w j[ is beine widely noted that during the 
Gulf war the U.s!-led coalition dropped 
more than 88,000 tonnes of bombs on Iraq, 
crippling the country's infrastructure — 
but not killing Saddam Hussein or destroy- 
ing all of his missile and biological and 
chemical weapons. In fact, more of his 
weapons’ capacity has been destroyed by 
U.N. inspectors since the war than during 
it. Nor did the bombs persuade him to 
withdraw from Kuwait. It was probably 
with this dismal reality in mind that 
Defence Secretary Cohen said: “We’re not 
looking to bomb anyone back into either a 
Stone Age or into any sort of submission.” 

On the other hand. Washington has left 
no doubt that it will react violently against 
any Iraqi effort to shoot down U.S. U-2 
reconnaissance planes piloted by 
Americans but under the command of the 
U.N. National Security Adviser Berger 
said on Nov. 16 that the next U-2 flight 
would take place “in the next few days” 
adding: “If he were to fire on those planes, 
it would be a big mistake and it would have 
serious consequences.” A senior Pentagon 
official ’ warned anonymously on 
November 14 that firing on a U-2 would be 
“an act of war” a statement noted by 
Clinton without comment. 

Where the blame lies 

Meanwhile, Secretary Albright had 
nobody to blame for the MENA confer- 
ence disaster but America’s own biased 


policy towards Israel. The vigour with 
which the U.S. was pressing demands that 
Iraq obey U.N. resolutions contrasted too 
olarinely with Washington’s friendly toler- 
ance of Israel’s defiance of far more U.N. 
resolutions against it going back half a 
century. The contrast was also stark 
between Washington’s demonisation of 
Iraq's weapons and its quiet acceptance of 
Israel's weapons of mass destruction. 
There was no rational explanation for the 
difference beyond domestic politics. The 
Clinton administration tried to paper over 
the discrepancy but its words and actions 
were too tepid to satisfy anyone beyond 
Israel. . , _ 

For his part, the president refused to see 
Prime Minister Netanyahu during his U.S. 
visit in mid-November, not exactly a hero- 
ic gesture but unusual for this totally pro- 
Israel leader. The White House, of course, 
insisted it was only a matter of finding a 
mutually accommodating schedule. But it 
did not' go unnoticed that the president 
found rime to meet King Hussein and 
attend a birthday party for him just before 
Netanyahu's arrival. 

Albright did about as much as she could 
within The constraints she must operate. 
Her convening of talks with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy and Palestinian nego- 
tiator Abu Mazen in Washington between 
November 3-6 was another failure to get 
the Israelis to keep their Oslo word. 
Albright then tried to apply pressure with 
high-profile meetings with Netanyahu in 
London on November 14 and Yasser Arafai 
the next day in Bern. Those meetings bad 
no more success. 

Albright tried to pacify the Arabs at 
■ Doha by criticising Israel, though as usual 
subtly. She said at the opening of the con- 
ference. without directly mentioning 
Israel: “Partners have obligations — to 
make their partners stronger, not weaker. 
To act in the spirit of peace. To lake into 
account the needs and views of others. To 
focus not on creating but on removing 
obstacles to peace. And to contribute to an 
atmosphere in which the violent extremes 
are marginalised and the roots of trust may 
grow.” She added: “Unfortunately, time is 
not on our side. Every week that goes by 
wirhout a renewal of serious momentum 
towards peace creates new opportunities 
for the enemies of peace, and adds to the 
discouragement of those on all sides who 
urgently desire peace.” Her remarks were 
accurate as far as they went. Unfortunately, 
she did not acknowledge that the major 
fault lay in Washington. 

Middle East International 


1 0 years later, intifada tallies achievements, shortfalls 


By Ray Hanania 

IN THE summer of 1968. daily television 
broadcasts of the war in Vietnam helped 
turn American public opinion around from 
overwhelming support for the war to mas- 
sive opposition. 

Almost 20 years later, and nearly by 
accident, the Palestinians learned the same 
lesson — that by bringing the reality of 
Israel's brutal occupation to American 
television screens might make a difference. 

On Tuesday. Dec. 8. 1987. a group of 
Palestinians confronted Israeli soldiers on 
the streets of the Gaza Strip. The 
Palestinians wore civilian clothes and car- 
ried stones. The Israelis were heavily 
armed and wore protective military uni- 
forms. 

In the confrontation that morning. 16- 
year-old Hatem Abu Sisseh was killed. He 
wasn't even bom when the Israelis, 
exploiting the empty bombastic threats of 
Arab leaders, started the 1967 war by 
invading Egypt. Jordan and Syria and 
occupying the West Bank, the Gaza Strip. 
Arab East Jerusalem, the Sinai Peninsula 


and the Golan HeighLs. 

It was a humiliation that caused 
Palestinians to realise that they could not 
rely on the Arab World for liberation from 
Israeli occupation. They launched a “revo- 
lution” intended to draw worldwide atten- 
tion to their cause. 

But years of hijackings and bombings 
targeting civilians only caused public opin- 
ion to harden, especially in the United 
States which provided most of the funding 
for the Israeli occupation and its aggres- 
sion. 

The intifada was different. 

Every day Americans turned on their 
television sets to see heavily armed Israelis 
firing live ammunition at women and chil- 
dren carrying stones. 

Unlike in Israel, American forces are 
prohibited from firing on civilians, even 
when the civilians throw stones. The one 
exception was the gunning down of four 
students at Kent State University by the 
Ohio National Guard — an act which was 
immediately condemned. 

Using rocks found strewn in their streets. 
Palestinians confronted the Israeli soldiers 


and pressed their demands for liberation 
and independence. 

Daily images of a Palestinian child 
courageously standing in the line of fire of 
an Israeli soldier while throwing a stone 
were permanently etched in the American 
conscience. 

The intifada did in many weeks what the 
“revolution” had failed to do in 20 years. 

Americans quickly saw parallels 
between the intifada and the Biblical con- 
frontation between David, armed only with 
a slingshot and a stone, and his oppressor, 
a heavily armed behemoth named Goliath. 

Suddenly, to many Americans, and peo- 
ple around the world. Israel didn’t look so 
good. 

Americans did not like the idea that their 
taxes were paying for the arms that Israel 
was using against Palestinian civilians. 

But there was one important difference 
between the images that brought about an 
end to the Vietnam War. and the images of 
the intifada which raged on for more than 
seven years: The anti-war movement had 
qualified leaders. The Palestinians in the 
United States did not. 


In fact, it is the failure of Arab and 
Palestinian Americans to organise them- 
selves in support of the intifada that kepi 
this movement from achieving more than it 
did. 

The Arab American community was dis- 
organised, divided and represented mainly 
by shortsighted textbook-carrying acade- 
mics who had little understanding of tbtf 
American political process, public opinion 
or professional methods of influencing the 
media. 

While the intifada succeeded in destroy- 
ing Israel’s once “heroic” image in thf 
United States and in other countries, the 
failure of Arab Americans to support the 
intifada allowed Israel to counter the dam- 
age. 

Those who commemorate the success** 
of the intifada should not forget the short- 
falls that prevented it from winning ufii- 
mate Palestinian independence. 

The writer is a Palestinian American 
writer. He contributed this article to llw 
Jordan Times. 


Signals from Tehran and others 


By Saced Barzin 

READING — Despite criticisms at 
home and abroad that President 
Khatami has achieved little after three 
months in office, the foreign ministry 
in Tehran is in upbeat mood after 
achieving a double success. On Nov. 
13. European Union ambassadors 
returned to Tehran under terms 
acceptable to the regime a few days 
after Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharrazi hud~consolidaied a new cli- 
mate of detente in the Gulf that was 
almost unimaginable this time last 
year 

The seven-month dispute with the 
European Union (EU» over the return 
of its ambassadors came to an end 
after a compromise over protocol. The 
ambassadors had left Tehran earlier 
this year after a German court impli- 
cated the Iranian government in the 
assassination of dissidents in a Berlin 
cafe five years ago. Iran said that it 
would accept the return of the ambas- 
sadors. only if the German envoy 
returned last. The compromise 
reached this month met Iran’s demand 
on protocol while the EU feds that it 
has made it clear that it will respond 
to acts of terrorism on its soil. 

The U.S. administration and the 
State Department have not reacted 
negatively to the EU move. “Each 
country must make decisions about its 
own diplomatic representation. We 


have always regarded this as an issue 
between the EU and Iran." a State 
Department spokesman said in 
Washington. Because of these devel- 
opments. it seems more than ever pos- 
sible that although there is little 
chance of an official change in U.S. 
foreign policy, the sanctions against 
Iran will be abandoned to all intents 
and purposes. 

Foreign Minister Kharrazi ’.s week- 
long tour of the Arab states of the Gulf 
last month brought about the hope that 
a new chapter in Iran’s relations with 
its Arab neighbours was about to 
begin. His efforts were geared towards 
ending the years of tension that has 
bedevilled relations and guaranteeing 
that Gulf leaders attend the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference summit in Tehran which 
starts today. Kharrazi said that the trip 
was a new stride towards unity and 
that a new and positive atmosphere 
now prevailed in the region. Both 
sides had the political will to promote 
relations, lie said. 

On the most important leg of his 
tour Kharrazi visited Saudi Arabia 
where he met his counterpart Crown 
Prince Abdul lali. Kharrazi told the 
crown prince that stability could serve 
as a basis for economic cooperation 
between the two countries and that 
there could be greater understanding 
on Islamic issues which have been a 
point of contention between the two 


Gulf powers. “As an important state in 
the region. Saudi Arabia could coop- 
erate with Iran in order to play a sig- 
nificant role in promoting Islamic sol- 
idarity.” he said. 

The clearest message about the trip 
came from the Iran Radio commenta- 
tor who termed the visit a "turning 
point" in relations. "Riyadh is inter^ 
ested in introducing fundamental revi- 
sions in so far as lies with Iran arc 
concerned. Such a realistic view is a 
response to the attempts by Iran to 
extend cooperation and reinforce 
friendship between the Arab states 
and the Islamic republic.’’ 

As a medium-term objective Iran 
seeks cooperation from Saudi Arabia 
on oil production policy. In turn, the 
Saudis want a reduction in Iranian 
propaganda against them and an end 
to the support provided by the 
Iranians for Saudi dissidents. 

The mood has been so upbeat that 
even the UAE. which has territorial 
disputes with Iran, has moved for- 
ward. Defence Minister Mohammad 
A! MakUim said the dispute between 
the two countries should he settled by 
"dialogue and understanding without 
convulsions ami exaggerated .state- 
ments." Iran is a neighbouring country 
with a regional political and econom- 
ic weight that cannot be ignored or 
antagonised, lie added. 

Middle East Intcrnatiniial 


LETTERS 


On humanitarian grounds 


To the Editor: 

I AM writing to express thanks to the Jordan Time? 
tor a bold, outspoken editorial on the "U.N.-Iraq cri- 
JJ 1 * I fa qi leadership, however short- 

Mgnted and self-destructive it was in 1990. no* 
needs and deserves a break on humanitarian grounds- 
is time to speak out and say enough is enough. 

Sivcs expression to the feelings of 
Mus! ms the world over, and of a large segment of 
world opinion. B k 

rh.! C , n CU , mnl ^ne of “U.S. judging the affair" must 
unu to a rational and impartial view by the U.N- 
security Council and the world. U.S. opinion 

riU.mtV bc nM ° Wed 10 dor ninate. blinding ail logi- 

cal and human^rtan considerations. 

t re'ii nfpnr f CR res °l**tions deserved simile 

he rh?Mr f ° r v ’ olat,ng U N - resolutions, would not 
A meri V? d ^ e0plc bc sl "ving today in Israel- 
mericd and India for violation of U.N decision* 

TJZ br “ lalilil =s in the Middle East. 

and h«n “ ntJ Kashmtr? Don’t the forests in Vietnam 

still hoM L and r a ! eys - in Arub lands and Ka^ n,,r 
Isn't tr iim rS °^‘tiemical warfare and destruction- 

thc wLL™ P revuiIs a 1 tie U.N. and * 

After -ill °. r J in th e Muslim World, too 
fall Thn h; e . Vttn l *L e most Powerful empires had * 

^Vu‘r y of human civiiisati ° n p™ ves 

Dr. Masud Ahmad Mai** 1 
Swell eh, Jordan 
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Middle East countries resist landmines ban 


By Hind- Lara Mango 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

/UvlMAN — The stalled Middle East peace process is dis- 
couraging many Arab states from joining an international ban 
on Anti-Personnel (AP) landmines, officials and observers 
said oa Monday. 

Tunisia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Algeria and Yemen were the 
only Arab countries among the 121 states at the December 2- 
4 meeting in Canada that signed the convention banning land- 
) mines. The convention commits states to a comprehensive 
global ban on the use. stockpiling, production and transfer of 
mines. 

“The treaty has to be balanced off with national security 
interests, paying particular attention to neighbouring coun- 
tries,” Dr. Ma'rouf Bakhit, vice president for Military Affairs 
at Mu'ta University, told the Jordan Times. 

Arab countries, many of them still at a slate of war with 
Israel — like Syria and Lebanon — do not want to join the ban 
as long as the Jewish state has such mines in stock and con- 
tinues to use them. Even Jordan and Egypt, which have signed 
peace treaties with Israel, are reluctant to do so. 

But officials and diplomats say most states, even the Arab 
ones, in principle respected the humanitarian aspects of the 
convention. 

Of die 1S8 states eligible to ratify, three permanent members 
of the U.N, Security Council — the United States. Russia and 
China — have yet to sign. 

Official and independent estimates have put the number of 
, landmines planted in the Middle East at over 54 million — 
f averaging 45 per cent of the global landmine arsenal. 

According ;o Jordanian military officials, the Kingdom suf- 
fers the potential peril of 280.000 AP-mines planted mainly 
along the border with Israel during its 46-year state of war 
with the Jewish state. 

Jordan also has some landmines planted on the border with 
Syria, which also says it will not join the ban as long as neigh- 
bouring countries continue to use them. 

Lebanon, part of its southern borders still occupied by Israel, 
shares the same sentiment. Two children were killed from 
landmines last Friday in Lebanon. 

Egypt, with 32 million mines, is eager to gain technical sup- 
port to demine territories in a process expected to cost $200 
million. It is seeking financial compensation and technical 
help from countries who were responsible for planting them 
during World War il. 

Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt, who have been parties to the 
Ottawa process, have signalled willingness to sign the treaty. 
But they want the convention to be amended to take into con- 
sideration their security concerns. 

‘ The treaty comes into force once 40 countries have ratified 
JiL Signatory states are given a time frame of four years to 
destroy stockpiles and 10 years to clear AP-mines. 

Kuwait has spent around $800 each on clearing the l.S mil- 
lion AP-mines planted during the 1990-91 Gulf War with Iraq. 
Up to 1,700 civilians have died, and 2,300 have been injured 
in the Gulf Arab emirate since then. 

The West Bank and the Gaza Strip have also suffered from 
mines left by Turkish occupiers under Ottoman rule. 

Gaza and parts of the West Bank which returned to Pales- 
tinians under a 1993 peace deal, were used by Israel as train- 
ring areas for mine deployment, reports say. 

; According to a survey between 1988 and 1995, 100 people, 
mainly children, were hurt by mines. 

“R^dsTadTfofheen cleared and no maps were given; so 
many people, especially children, have been killed or 
maimed,” said a Palestinian official. 
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Luxorites suffer the aftermath of massacre Prince expected to press for zakat fund 


(CoDtmued from page 12) 

tourism official had reiterated in 
Cain-x “The unfortunate attack at 
the temple was an isolated inci- 
dent which could happen any- 
where and we are sure the situa- 
tion will be back to normal 
soon.* 1 . 

“But what me we all going to 
do in the meantime?” Mr. Abdul 
AzuJ (he taxi driver, gestures at 
the hundreds of young men idly 
sating around in the sidewalk 
cafes in Luxor. These youths, he 
explained, should have been 
wodang in die dozens of small 
factories which produce clay 
pottery, papyrus, and other sou- 
venirs for tourists. 

“There is no one to buy and 
the stores are overstocked.” adds 
Me Abdul Aziz. "So why pro- 
duce more?" 

It is only natural that terrorism 
drives away tourists. J cry to tell 
Inn. “But we in Luxor are 
peace-loving people,” he argues. 
There is no life in Luxor with- 
out tourists. Everyone here 
Spends on tourism to make a 
tiring and none of us would 
even dunk of raising a finger 
against tourists.” 

To prove his point, Mr. Abdul 
Aziz makes a startling revela- 
tion; It was actually die villagers 


who chased and blocked the 
hijacked bus that earned the six 
gunmen after the massacre ai die 
temple, forcing the assailants to 
abandon the vehicle and flee. 

"By the time police arrived, at 
least two of the terrorists were 
killed by the enraged village*?.” 
says Mr. Abdul Aziz, adding a 
new element to die episode [this 
was subsequently dismissed as 
untrue by senior officials in 
Cairo who reiterated that all the 
six were killed by police bullets]. 
But Mr. Abdul Aziz’s erne argu- 
ment sticks — "none of the six 
was from Luxor.” "They used 
the mountain tracks, covering 
perhaps 200 to 300 kilometres, 
to reach the temple,” he adds. 
"They would not have been let 
through had they used the regu- 
lar reals or through any other 
route. The villagers would have 
spotted them as strangers and 
reported them to police” 

However, Mr. Abdul Aziz is 
bitter that there were only two 
guards at the temple gates. 
‘They were mowed down in a 
minute and there was no other 
security official in sight to sum- 
mon help," he says. "How was 
such a thing allowed to hap- 
pen?” 

At the Temple of Queen Hat- 
shepsut, the flow of tourists has 


trickled to a few dozens com- 
pared with the thousands who 
used to flock there before the 
massacre. Only the lower floor 
of the impressive stone structure 
is now ppen for tourists. “No 
entry. Renovation Under Way,” 
says a sign blocking entry to the 
second stage, where most of the 
killings took place, with the gun- 
men going on a systematic ram- 
page from room to room search- 
ing for tourists. 

T guess they are still cleaning 
up the place and removing the 
tell-tale signs of the massacre — 
the bullet marks and blood- 
stains." says a German visitor, 
obviously bitter that he was not 
allowed beyond the lower stage. 

Most of the visitors these days 
are Egyptian schoolchildren, 
brought in on state-paid trips and 
trained to say “hello" to every 
foreigner in an obvious attempt 
to ally fears of terrorism at 
tourism rites. “But they don’t 
need me,” laments Egyptian tour 
guide Rafant Mahmoud as he 
sips coffee at the security post 
down the road. T have no work 
until Sunday when a French 
group is due," he adds in a heavy 
Egyptian-French accent. “That 
group was supposed to be of at 
least 60, but now I’m told to 
expect 20.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

support for radical Islamists 
in the Arab World, a charge 
that Iran denies. 

For that Arab delegates are 
paying special attention to 
the wording of the summit 
resolution on terrorism. 

According to one Jordan- 
ian official, Amman "wel- 
comes the summit’s intention 
to discuss terrorism, which 
for a long time has incorrect- 
ly and unjustifiably been 
associated with Islam." 

Three thousand people 


from the city of Luxor in 
Egypt, the scene of a mas- 
sacre of foreign tourists last 
month, cabled the summit on 
Monday and demanded that 
it "devise a strategy to end 
terrorism." IRNA reported 
yesterday. 

The former Iranian foreign 
minister, Ali Akbar Velayati, 
in an article that appeared in 
Resalat newspaper called on 
the OIC to "better introduce 
our Islamic identity and val- 
ues to the world." 

This view, expressed by 
Mr. Velayati, is increasingly 


being heard in Tehran, which 
is keen on the success of the 
conference that is being held 
under the theme: "Dignity, 
Dialogue and Participation.” 
Prince Hassan’s delegation 
includes Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, Senate 
Speaker Zeid Rifai, Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
Minister of Awqaf and Islam- 
ic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi and Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply 
Haiti Mulki. 


King honours all who made 
Dar AI Bir project successful 

(Continued from page 1) whole Jordanian 


Iran welcomes Muslim leaders for summit 


Iraq, U.N. start drawing up ‘oil-for-food’ distribution plan 

, (Continued from page 1) The UJ4. Security Council Baghdad accuses Washinj 


a ££acies have completed 
their talks in northern Iraq. 

Vice President Taha 
Yassin Ramadan said Satur- 
day that Iraq’s own distribu- 
tion plan was ready. 


The UJ4. Security Council 
on Thursday renewed the 
plan for a third term but Iraq 
has suspended its oil exports 
until the new distribution 
plan is approved, in protest at 
delays in the delivery of its 
food and medical contracts. 


Baghdad accuses Washing- 
ton of holding up the con- 
tracts, which have to be 
approved by a UJV. commit- 
tee which supervises the 
sanctions in force since Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


(Continued from page 1) 

An echo of past tension was 
evident at the airport where a 
brief scuffle erupted between 
Mr. Arafat’s bodyguards and 
Iranian security forces, with 
the Palestinian minders trading 
punches with Revolutionary 
Guards (see story on page 2). 

The leaders of Turkey, Qatar, 
Senegal, Tajikistan, Lebanon, 
Mozambique, Azerbaijan and 
the Maldives also arrived here 
Monday, along with the prime 
ministers of Morocco and 
Bangladesh. 

Among the other Muslim 
leaders who arrived Monday 
are Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad, Malaysian Prime Min- 
ister Mahathir Mohammad and 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. 

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister 
Sbeikh Hasina Wajed was the 
only woman leader to arrive — 
dressed in the Islamic covering 


mandatory in the Islamic 
Republic. 

While most guests were 
taken away in a locally assem- 
bled stretch limousine, oil-rich 
Gulf Arab leaders were accom- 
modated with Mercedes. 

Prompted by a diplomatic 
row with Germany, Iran decid- 
ed against importing new Ger- 
man cars and opted fa- assem- 
bling around 100 special Peu- 
geot limousines, summit 
organiser Sadeq Kharazi said 
Monday. 

"It may not be up to the fan- 
ciest international standards, 
but it will do the work by our 
humble standards,” he said. 

Iranian officials said all 55 
OIC members would be repre- 
sented at senior level, with at 
least 20 heads of state. 

The conference will be 
opened with a speech from 
Iran’s paramount leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei, his first 
international stage since taking 


power in 1989, followed by 
words from UJM. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. 

OIC foreign ministers have 
approved a record 142 resolu- 
tions to put to the summit 

The collapse of the Middle 
East peace process under 
Israel’s right-wing Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
forged Islamic unity, with both 
enemies of and partners in the 
process signing up to a host of 
resolutions condemning the 
Jewish state. 

Other hot political issues 
such as the ongoing war in 
Afghanistan, violence in Kash- 
mir, and the fragile situation in 
Bosnia are also die subject of 
resolutions. 

An Islamic charter of human 
rights, die need for an Islamic 
common market, the promo- 
tion of women's and children's 
rights, and the need for greater 
cultural and economic cooper- 
ation are also on the agenda. 


good physical shape,” the 
King said in the ceremony 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Zein 
and other officials. 

Expressing appreciation 
of the good work of the 
employees at Dar AI Bir, 
the King said; “I am 
indebted to all of you 
because your achievement 
has given me further 
impetus and a new 
strength and confidence 
which is even stronger 
now in our endeavour to 
achieve what is best for 
our people and our 
nation." 

“Queen Noor and I 
deeply thank you for your 
work and hope and expect 
that you will continue 
your efforts to build on a 
solid ground and to serve 
the nation. It is hoped the 


whole Jordanian society 
will concentrate its efforts 
to focus attention on all 
weak points in a frank and 
courageous manner so 
that we can transcend the 
(shame complex) and can- 
didly discuss various mat- 
ters in order to deal with 
imbalances as this is the 
only way to attain our 
objectives. This requires 
that every one must be 
committed to his actions 
and behaviour and his 
sense of responsibility." 

On Dec. 3, the King and 
the Queen inspected the 
renovations of the new 
orphanage, which is now 
called Dar AI Bir. and 
spent some time with the 
children and their nan- 


Half of world’s refugees come 
from Islamic countries — U.N. 


(Continued from page 1) 

"The idea is good, and 
we uree that It be sup- 
ported/ Mr. Boukry told 
a news conference, 
which coincided with the 
release in Geneva of the 
UNHCR’s annual report. 


With hardliners expected to take over IAF, party’s relations with regime may face increased tensions 


Several officials and analysts 
sad the struggle between the old 
guard, that has coexisted peace- 
% wath the regime for years, 
and the young angry grassroots, 
could lead to. the creation of a sec- 
todmtre moderate Islamic party. 

I 'While some analysts fear these 
complications could radicalise 
fre movement, many IAF leaders 
nded out the possibility of 
y ^cyaod a cut in the channel 
® cotnniumcaion with the 
.^P^wiach backed theminthe 


1950s to counter the influence of 
leftists and other political groups. 

•The history of the Islamic 
movement in this country is well 
known to everybody," IAF Exec- 
utive Committee member Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat told the Jordan 
Times. Dr. Arabiyai, tipped as 
the likely candidate to become 
the IAFs new secretary general, 
was referring to decades of 
peaceful coexistence with the 
regime. 

"We have faced problems, but 
we never allowed any of our 
members to use other than legal 


and peaceful means (to voice 
their opposition against govern- 
ment policies),” Dr. Arabiyat 
explained. 

“Dialogue with the govern- 
ment will never stop " he added. 

The new Shura Council will 
elect the 17-member IAF execu- 
tive committee and the secretary 
general in its first meeting, set for 
Dec. 25, according to the party’s 
statute. 

Outgoing IAF Secretary Gen- 
eral Ishaq Faihan, in office for 
two consecutive terms, is not eli- 
gible to retain his post, according 


to internal regulations. Observers 
and analysis said a recent redistri- 
bution of seats among the 22 
electoral districts, has tipped the 
balance in favour of the hard-lin- 
ers. 

According to directives issued 
by the IAF executive committee 
two weeks ago, the number of 
seats allocated to each district 
was readjusted according to 
changes in the number of menv 
bos. 

The poor and densely-populat- 
ed areas of Sahab and southern 
Amman, home too many Pales- 


tinian refugees, had their repre- 
sentation increased from two to 
four, and from two to three seats, 
respectively. 

The Madaba district, which 
hod seven seats, was granted 1 1 
representatives, while Jerash got 
seven, up from three. 

The more affluent districts in 
the capital, on the other hand saw 
their representation decrease. 

The seats allocated to 
Amman’s First District were 
reduced from six to four, while 
Amman’s Third District’s repre- 
sentation was halved to four 


seats. 

“The. redistribution of seats was 
necessary in order to guarantee 
that the new Shura Council 
reflected the composition of the 
party’s base," said an IAF source. 
However, he admitted that tire 
move wall "harm the moderates.” 

Tensions between the Islamists 
and the government began brew- 
ing before Jordan signed the 
treaty with the Jewish state, their 
avowed enemy. 

The Islamists boycotted last 
month's general elections to 
protest against the one-person. 


one-vote electoral system, press 
restrictions introduced in May, 
and Parliament's diminishing 
role in politics. 

They have seen their represen- 
tation decrease in successive 
elections since Jordan resumed 
its democratic march, after the 

1989 riots. 

In the 1989 elections, they won 
22 of the 80 seats in die Lower 
House, while in 1993 they only 
clinched 16 seats. 

They were unable to block the 
passage of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty in Parliament 


In recent weeks, the 
UNHCR has launched a 
publicity campaign in 
Arabic- language "news- 
papers seeking aid for 
Muslim refugees. 

Mr. Boukry estimated 
that more than half of the 
world’s refugees have 
come from Islamic coun- 
tries, especially 

Afghanistan. 

An Arabic-language 
version of the report 
published in Cairo said 
that the Arab countries 
were among those taking 
in large numbers of 
refugees, mainly from 
Africa. 

Among Arab countries, 
Iraq has the largest num- 
ber of refugees abroad, 
reflecting domestic tur- 
bulence and hardship 
caused by U.N sanctions 
imposed after Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
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Planning minister: Investment in information technology 
has become one of the foundations for economic prosperity 


By Ghalia AIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Possession 
and dissemination of infor- 
mation via Cyberspace has 
become vital for economic 
and social development in 
today's global village, par- 
ticipants at a national semi- 
nar said Monday. 

Delegates at the National 
Conference on Cyber Econ- 
omy said the issue involved 
a combination of informa- 
tion and telecommunica- 
tions technologies to help 
increase productivity, quali- 
ty and efficiency of bank- 
ing. business management, 
administration, education 
and health care services. 

They said a cyber econo- 
my was an information 
economy where a combina- 
tion of the two technologies 
allowed greater mobility 
and flexibility in capital and 
financial movements and 
trans-border data exch- 
anges. 

Planning Minister Rima 
Khalaf told the seminar that 
the system of informatics 
had in the last decades 
become the most important 
aspect for achieving produc- 
tivity and competitiveness 
as world economies moved 
closer. 

Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan. Dr. Khalaf said: 
“The availability of infor- 
mation and the way it is 
conveyed has changed the 
methods of administration, 
management and marketing. 
Branches of institutions 
could be directly linked 
despite their distant loca- 
tions." 

Institutions could also 
communicate with the con- 
sumer, the market and sell 
their products and services 
directly through the com- 
puter and other modem 
electronic means of 
telecommunication. Dr. 
Khalaf added. 

She said national and 
international institutions 
i have grown to perceive 
knowledge and information 
as a basic necessity, noting 
that companies in developed 
countries rely on what they 
called “knowledge workers’* 
in marketing and production 
operations. 

It is evident. Dr. Khalaf 
said, that investment in the 
Information Technology 
(IT) has become one of the 
foundations for economic 
prosperity be it on the micro 
or macro levels. 

However, she added, to 
encourage investments that 
would help any country 
benefit from IT. the neces- 
sary infrastructure should be 
strengthened in order to 


receive and provide infor- 
mation through modem 
telecommunications. 

Dr. Khalaf called for “the 
establishment of national 
strategies that would set Jor- 
dan's priorities to achieve 
comprehensive develop- 
ment in this age of electron- 
ics.” 

Although IT industry in 
Jordan has crown over the 
years, it is primarily exclu- 
sive to educated and 
wealthy groups in the soci- 
ety. 

Jorgen Lissner. United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) Resident 
Representative in Jordan, 
warned against separating 
those who have easy access 
to advanced know-how 
from those who do not. 

“Such an approach could 
easily deepen the socio-eco- 
nomic disparities in the 
country and harm many 
ongoing efforts to promote 
social integration." Mr. 
Lissner told the seminar 
which was organised by the 
National Information Centre 
(NIC) with UNDP funding. 

He said: "The alternative 
is obvious and perfectly fea- 
sible in Jordan. Modem 
electronic technologies can 
and must be put to good use 
and mobilised in a concert- 
ed fashion in the struggle 
against poverty and growing 


socio-economic dispari- 
ties.” 

He noted that obstacles 
posed by remote areas are 
surmounted by all kinds of 
state of the art solutions 
such as distance learning by 
radio and the new opportu- 
nities granted to farming 
communities through new 
water management meth- 
ods, new veterinary vac- 
cines. disease-resistant seed 
varieties and more reliable 
long-term weather fore- 
casts. 

Mr. Lissner concluded by 
reiterating his caution 
against “depriving our low- 
income brothers and sisters 
of the chance to benefit 
from technological 

advances.” 

In his address to the open- 
ing session. NIC Director 
Yusuf Nusseir said Jordan 
has started to build its own 
national information sys- 
tem. He added that howev- 
er. the national strategies 
drawn by Jordan should try 
to confront the challenges 
posed by economic and 
social variables brought 
about by the information 
revolution. 

The ultimate objective of 
the cyber-economy pro- 
gramme is to create an Arab 
workforce that can function 
and benefit from opportuni- 
ties created by the cyber- 


economy. 

According to a UNDP 
statement, this would mean 
raising the standards of 
training and education in 
Arab countries, allowing 
information technology to 
permeate all sectors of Arab 
economy and society, and 
providing high-quality 
telecommunication ser- 
vices. 

In their working papers, 
participants said Jordan has 
witnessed a lot of changes 
which contributed to the 
information society. 

According to one of the 
working papers, these 
changes include market lib- 
eralisation. privatisation of 
the Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (JTC). 
licensing new operators, 
building infrastructure, 
emergence of computer 
hardware and software com- 
panies in addition to the 
introduction of appropriate 
governmental policies and 
regulations. 

•These changes coupled 
with building the necessary 
skilled staff will facilitate 
the incorporation of Jordan 
as part of the global infor- 
mation society.” it said. 

The paper stated that in 
recent years, Jordan has wit- 
nessed high growth in the 
use of IT in many key fac- 
tors such as the reduction in 


IT components cost, intro- 
duction of Internet services, 
presence of IT infrastructure 
and market liberalisation. 

In addition, it said, com- 
puter literacy among the 
Jordanian business commu- 
nity has made investment 
decisions easier in the IT 
sector. 

A paper on Jordan s 
national information policy 
and strategy framework 
stressed the importance for 
the government and the pri- 
vate sector to contribute to 
the process of developing 
urgently needed information 
services. 

It also uiged the govern- 
ment to improve its record 
as supplier of reliable infor- 
mation and as advisor to the 
different sectors of the econ- 
omy. 

The paper also called on 
government departments to 
coordinate in order to avoid 
duplications and discrepan- 
cies in supplied information. 

The seminar, which 
brought together govern- 
ment 1 officials, the private 
sector and research institu- 
tions. will conclude today 
with discussions on stan- 
dardisation in IT. intellectu- 
al property rights as well as 
the international competi- 
tiveness and Jordan's econ- 
omy. 


New Fully Furnished Flats For Rent 

1-3 bedrooms, salon & dining room, sitting room, 
3 bathrooms, kitchen, balcony, separate facilities, 
own entrance, garden. 2. 2 bedrooms, sitting & 
dining room, own entrance, garden. 3. 1 bedroom, 
big sitting & dining room, kitchen, garden. 

Location: Tla’a AJ Ali - Ibn A! Haytham Hospital area 
For above contact Tel: 603490, 677768 


G-10 sees no big risk to global economy 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

Reannounces the Invitation to Tender 
No. 34F/97 

JPMC reannounces the invitation to bid No. 34F/97 
for the supply of: 

1 . C. Steel plates, angles, bars & beams. 

2 . S. Steel plates and bars. 

3. Others. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Wednesday, 31st December 1997. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a non- 
ref undable fee of JD25 for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Saturday. 10th January, 1998. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — 
Bundesbank President Hans 
Tietzneyer said Monday the 
Group of 10 (G-10) central 
bankers saw no big risk ro the 
global economy but noted there 
was some possibility of a slow- 
down and hoped Japan would 
boost growth. 

Mr. Tietmeyer. chairman of 
the G-10 central bank gover- 
nors' committee, also said infla- 


tion and exchange rates did nor 
pose any concern at the moment 
for the central bankers. 

“We feel that there is not a big 
risk for further world growth. 
Some slowing is possible, but 
there’s not a big risk up until 
now.” Mr. Tietmeyer told 
repeaters after a regular monthly 
committee meeting at the Bank 
for International Settlements. He 
Mas speaking after the 


For the First time Revlon presents famous 
Arab fashion model — Salma Hayek 

SALMA HAYEK. a Mexican actress of Arab origin, has 
joined the Revlon fashion models, according to the Revlon 
company board chairman. 

He said that Salma Hayek will join Cindy Crawford and the 
famous actress Meiani Griffith. 

She will first present an advertisement for new nail polish 
'Top Speed Nail Enamel" which is a one layer varnish that 
dries wirhin seconds. Ms. Hayek will be associated with the 
product being one of the most attractive and talented 
actresses. 

On her joining the Revlon team, Ms. Hayek said: "1 love 
Revlon products and I highly appreciate the "fact that their 
products sene all women. I like to join such a company that 
gives due attention to women." 

Revlon is a pioneer company in the field of cosmetics, skin 
care products and perfumes. 

The company's policy is to introduce the latest products of 
high quality with reasonable prices. 

! Revlon products in Jordan can be found at the Kingdom's , 
, sole Revlon agent — Abu Shaqra Establishment. 


International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) on Friday lowered its 
forecast for 1998 global eco- 
nomic growth to 35 per cent 
from 4_3 per cent because of 
financial turmoil in Asia. 

Mr. Tietmeyer said the central 
bankets hoped Japan, the most 
exposed country in the world to 
the Asian crisis, would take steps 
to stimulate growth before the 
year was out. 

Toshihiko Fukni. senior 
deputy governor of the Bank of 
Japan, had told the G-10 gover- 
nors Japan would lake steps to 
address problems in Japan's 
financial sector and also “create 
conditions for new growth”. Mr. 
Tietmeyer said 

“We hope decisions will be 
(taken) before Christmas” on 
Dec. 25. Mr. Tietmeyer said. 

G-10 officials held a first 
round of discussions on the 
lessons to be learned from finan- 
cial turbulence in Asia. Mr. Tiet- 
meyer said adding these discus- 
sions would continue with the 
International Monetary 

Fund'There are clearly lessons 
to be learned (hat appropriate 
banking supervision of financial 
institutions has to be strength- 
ened no doubt about that,” he 
said 


The discussions would also 
revolve around (he appropriate 
policy for avoiding crises in the 
future, he added 
Turning to the global econom- 
ic outlook. Mr. Tietmeyer said 
the G-10 expected a pick up in 
demand in continental Europe 
but reiterated that many Euro- 
pean countries must still over- 
come structural problems, espe- 
cially unemployment. 

Ui>. and Anglo-Saxon 
economics seemed to be contin- 
uing to grow, he said 
Ml Tietmeyer said central 
hankers had to remain vigilant 
and countries with external 
imbalances had to address their 
problems “AH in all, in the area 
of inflation and exchange rates 
there does not seem to be a spe- 
cial concern for the lime being,” 
he .<snd“But of course monetary 
policy authorities have to be vig- 
ilant," he added 
Mr. Tietmeyer did not com- 
ment on monetary policy in any 
specific country, but added some 
countries would be deciding on 
monetary targets in the next 
week.“What is important is that 
countries with external imbal- 
ances have to address their fun- 
damental problems," Mr. Tiet- 
meyer said 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 


14 Czech tennis 
player Sukova 

15 Arden, casually 

16 Stable I era ate 

1 7 Played again 
IS Howard and 


19 Take careot 
pressing 
problems 

20 Stan o! a quip 

23 For instance 

24 Post-dusk 

25 Chicago hrs. 

27 Quaff at the 

Queen's Head 
30 Blows a gasket 

33 The Naked ’ 

34 Droops 

36 Real profit 

37 Absolute 

39 Second part ot 


43 Language of 
Shiraz 

44 Wordless yes 

45 Paid players 

46 End of 
command? 

47 Cooking surface 

51 Shed tetters 

52 Hosp. employees 

53 Harrison in "Star 
Wars" 

54 Le Gallienne nr 
Gabor 

56 End of the quip 

63 Teheran currency 

64 Put aside 

65 Manah ot music 

66 Corridor 

67 Champagne 
chiller 

68 Track official 

69 Exclusively 

70 Plane-crash 
investigation grp. 

71 Donahue movie. 

"Susan .■ 

DOWN 

1 Vaccines 

2 Begged 

3 Statics or 
dynamics starter 

4 Obstacles 


By Betty Jorgensen 
Lake Oswego, OR 


5 Some rays 

6 Actress Gam 

7 Stratford's river 

8 Connection point 

9 Renter 

10 Leave out 

11 Ludicrously 
exaggerated 
portrait 

t2 ED.S. founder 

13 DC VIP 

21 Serengeti 
predator 

22 Kashmir river 

26 Actress Wright 

27 Paler 

26 Canadian 
mountain range 

29 Classic TV 
attorney 

31 Common Market 
abbr. 

32 Trees in a group 

35 Clemente 

38 Recipe meas. 

40 Dark period 

41 Director 
Browning 


OQDQC3 Bcnnon qqd 
QQQQ0 QUEHE UQH 
□□□□□□QDDQU □□□! 

■ 0D30H0 0HDD0 
□□□□□□□ □EHnBH 
HQQQQQ □HnnmiUM 
□DHEQ HHHII0 EH 
□□□□ EH3DI1Q □□□□ 
□GW BEUHE EH3QDD 

■ □□□□□□ QHEH30S 

□□unaa □□□□□□■ 
Hasan □□□□□ ■ 

□00 HDnHQHQUnuCJ 
□□□ 0E3OEIB HHEIIB 
QBE B000Q QO0HB 


fcnwr T«W M*d» 6«r*W. «e. 

Miyaaral 

42 Lika non-working 
factories 

48 "A_ m the Sun" 

49 Unaltered 

50 Puts out on the 
street 

55 Effective use 1 

57 Comrade m arms 


58 James Merritt or 
Charles Edward 

59 Croat’s neighbor 

60 Machine fBm, 

la Douce* 

61 Poverty 

62 "Jane 

63 Pi follower 


— HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. DECEMBER 9 19 97 
p^TT^T TBtofc Tribune Media Services, TjjT ] 

M 2 IFS- f March 21 to April 19) Your plans could run into 
Si«kfa« »night.Get around U by taking an older 
advice. You may have to do what that pet** 
S" but that's all right. This person may actually kaw 
something you don't. Mitigate your enthusiasm a bit and 
you'll both wind up more successful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20.) You have a great deal of 
perseverance. A lot of people who have trouble making 
decisions come to you for advice. That could be happen- 
ing today. Amazingly, they probably won t take the advice 
you give them. Don’t worry or take any of it too serious- 
ly. Be patient. 

GEMINI* (May 2 1 to June 21 ) A meeting should go very 
well this morning. The best course of action is one you’ve 
taken before. Put in a few revisions to streamline the pro- 
cedure Call it quits early tonight. More complications 
arise later, but you can avoid them by being asleep at the 
time. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Stay off the caffeine 
a«ain todav. Your nerves are taut enough without iL Actu- 
ally you’re doing a wonderful job. That's why your work- 
load is increasing. It’s also why everybody seems to be 
watching you. Not to fret. You look marvellous.' 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Fun and games are the order 
of the* day. You’ re lucky in more ways than one. A surprise 
in your romantic relationship helps you achieve a goal set 
long ago. Travel plans fall together this morning. There's 
a breakdown in the afternoon, as work interferes with 
your social life. Not to worry. Dinner looks clear. Don’t 
stay up late, though. You've got a busy day tomorrow. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Watch out for an 
argument with your sweetheart today. Don’t get to talking 
about money. It looks like you’re the one who has Ik 
anxiety on the subject. If you can postpone this discussion 
until tomorrow, you'll be better off- 

LDBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An older person 
will be telling you what to do again today. You tend to lis- 
ten politely, with a smile on your lips. The information 
goes in one ear and right out the other, however. Instead 
of doing that today, actually listen. You may hear some- 
thing that will help you achieve your dreams. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There's a lot 
going on to work that you don't like. You don’t agree with 
the methods being used. You prefer to do business with a 
much more calm and cool demeanour. Thai’s going to be 
hand to maintain today. There’s simply too much going 
on. Just do what you can. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Tidy 
up things that didn’t get finished yesterday. Then call that 
person you’ve meaning to get to know better. Set up a 
date for lunch. But don’t have the lunch hour go long. 
You're still being watched, and each minute counts. Get 
back in time to crank out the work so you'll cinch that big 
bonus you're after. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) It looks 
like a person you live with is pushing you to try some- 
thing new. Go along with the suggestion, and a whole new 
you need to do something frivolous. That’s an order. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're think- 
ing about ways to save. It's not something that comes nat- 
urally. You have to work at it. But now that you know 
that’s the homework, you won’t have any problem with iL 
If that’s bow you look at your Christmas shopping, you'll 
have a better time of it. Make that your objective tonight- 

PISCES: (February' 20 to March 20) There's money com- 
ing in today. Hold on to iL One of your assignments right 
now is to practice financial self-discipline. See if you can 
save more than you spend. This may be frustrating, but 
it’ll work out for the best. 

. Birthstone of December: Tbrquoise — Zircon y 
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one tetter to each square, to form 
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Investments should be export-oriented — Ghoul 


** ACCORDING TO Tamam A] Ghoul, 
the director of the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) office atihe Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade, the small size of the Jordan- 
ian market does not encourage industrial 
investment for local consumption. 'The 
alternative solurioD is to direct investment 
to production for export," she said noting 
that the government ‘s economic policy 
since the early 90s has been directed 
towards that goal. 

"In this regard, work has been carried out 
to improve the investment climate and 
openness as well as to free trade and facil- 
itate procedures because the membership 
in the WTO provides huge markets for 
exports without differentiation in treat- 
ment’’ Ms. Ghoul added She indicated 
that this situation provides huge opportuni- 
ties for joint investment which, as a result, 
would minimise unemployment and boost 
deactivating the production process. 

Ms. Ghoul said foreign investments 
bring along new production methods and 
help in technology transfer and its 
advancement especially if there was a good 
intellectual property rights protection, 
which is one of the most important WTO 
agreements. 

She indicated that openness encourages 
competition and that leads to industries 
moving to develop and improve their prod- 
ucts. “By not joining (the WTO) means 
isolationism and undevelopment and diffi- 
culty in entering other markets,” the direc- 
tor said “Besides, other countries can take 


protection measures against us and we will 
not be able to respond.’’ , 

Ms. Ghoul explained that by being a 
WTO member. Jordan can sue violating 
countries and, if need be. we can take pn> 
tectionist measures to prevent damaging 
our industries and ensure fair competition. 

The director indicated that joining the 
WTO does not mean cancelling customs 
tariffs but rather fixing it at a certain level 
equal to that imposed on local ly-manu fac - 
tured products. The government will have 
the right to levy taxes and fees as it sees fit 
as well as to take protection measures 
against any dumping policies. 

She emphasised thai joining the WTO 
will improve export opportunities, raise 
economic activity and improve the income 
and livelihood of the people in the medi- 
um- and long-term. "The current of global- 
isation. free trade and open economies on 
each other is hard to stand against.'’ Ms. 
Ghoul said. ’The revolution in communi- 
cations and information technology has 
made the world a small village that has no 
frontiers.” 

However, Ms. Ghoul cautioned that such 
openness carries risks if no controls are pur 
in place to regulate dealings between the 
people and various economies. She noted 
that the WTO is the international organi- 
sation through which controls were 
designed “to enable the small economy sue 
the large economy if the latter has caused 
any injustice or tried to exploit the small 
economy in any way.” 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 8/12/9719:09 


US Dollar 

- 

1.7874 

0.6072 


130.38 

1.4220 

1749.75 

2.0139 

DE Mark 

0.5595 


0.3394 

72.96 

0.7950 

978.88 

1.1269 

GB Sterling 

1.6468 

2.9463 

- 

2.3908 

216.26 

2.3417 

2886.21 

3.3218 

CH Franc 

0.6887 

123.01 

0.4177 

- 

39.77 

0.9783 

1205.15 

138.66 

JPYen 

0.0077 

1.3695 

0.4648 

1.1121 

- 

1.0888 

13.40 

154.27 

CA Dollar 

0.7032 

1.2389 

0.4197 

1.0007 

1.09 

- 

1213.86 

1.3963 

nun 

0.0006 

1.0198 

0.3462 

0.0828 

1343.54 

0.8110 

- 

11.49 

NL Guilder 

0.4965 

88.70 

7 £| 

72.09 

64.75 

0.7055 

868.41 

- 

FR Franc 

0.1673 

0.2986 

24.2469 

21.79 

0.2374 

33.63 

33.6300 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 0.7090 

Jordan Dinar 1.4104 

Saudi Rfyal 0.2666 0.1890 

Bahrain Dinar 2.65 1.8806 

Qatar Dinar 0.2747 

Kuwait Dinar 3.2806 

Emirates Dinar 0.2723 

Lebanese/1000 0.66 0.4652 

Egyptian 0.2946 0.20B8 


1.0304 1.0304 

12^040 1.2368 
1.0212 0.1026 
2.4610 0.2474 

1.1047 0.1110 


3.6400 0.3048 

5.1340 0.4299 

0.0813 


11.94 

0.9911 0.0830 

2.3885 0.2000 

1.0722 0.0898 



1524.00 

2149.51 

406.35 

4042-44 

418.68 

4999.67 

414.94 




18.09 
18.86 
18.09 
17.25 17.00 

185.00 184.00 


SARiyai 
AE DHwn 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 




0.16191 0.38734 | 34.8117 
0-48878 0.16533 0. 

5.8661 1.99203 4.76644 | 428.266 
4.74383 1.81082 3. 

1.907 I 3.4081 1.1569 2.7679 





287.9 288.4 

6.43 645 

380 382 

0 0 
1799 
1117 I 1118 
530 | 632 

6026 


USD 6.43 
GBP 7.47 


ontti f Months 


684 


6.84 5.90 



7.47 7.53 7.59 

1.00 0.35 0.35 

3.63 3.71 3.78 

4.03 4.18 3.73 

1.58 187 1.77 


7.59 7.62 7.62 

0.36 0.36 0.33 

3.78 3.85 3.9B 

3.73 385 387 

1.77 1.68 181 

5.70 685 6.25 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar (5/ton) 
Wheat {(/ton) 
Soya (c/Ibs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (5/bsh) 
Rice (Sfton) 



US Dollar 
GB StwIDng 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 



0.708 

1.1724 

0.710 

1.1783 

0.4892 

0.1186 

0.5461 

0.3623 

0.4053 

0.4916 

0.1192 

0.5478 

0.3541 

0.4073 


Jordan’s debut GDR oversubscribed — advisor 


By Suleiman AJ Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — The Global 
Depository Receipt (GDR) 
issued" by Arab Potash Com- 
pany — the first by a Jordan- 
ian company - — has been 
oversubscribed mainly on 
demand from Europe. 

"It’s been comfortably 
oversubscribed and has 
drawn, as expected, healthy 
demand from European 
investors,” Omar Masri, head 
of Amman-based Atlas 
Investment Group tAJG), the 
local advisor to the issue’s 
lead manager, Nomura 
International said. 

Final figures have not yet 
been released. 

The GDR was listed on the 
London Stock Exchan 


m 


Monday and will be traded on 
the SEAQ lnrem3tionaJ as of 
Tuesday, Mr. Masri said. 

The deal was priced ar 
JD6.4 ($9.03) per GDR, close 
to the current price of the 
share on the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM). but not at 
a premium. 

The issue will raise around 
$33 million to help finance 
projects to raise potash capac- 
ity to 22 million tonnes a 
year by 2002 from 1 .8 million 
tonnes now as part of plans to 
exploit the resources of the 
Dead Sea minerals. 

The offering, which was 
launched last November in 
Tokyo. has placed a total of 
3.62 million shares with glob- 
al investors, part of unsub- 
scribed shares from an earlier 
ublic issue. 


The success of Jordan’s first 
GDR should help attract for- 
eign fund buying in the AFM 
after a landmark decision last 
September removed a 50 per 
cent foreign ownership ceil- 
ing on most listed stock, 
bankers say. 

In light of the precarious 
market conditions that have 
prevailed recently, Jordan's 
first international equity 
offering was a considerable 
achievement by the issuer and 
lead manager, investment 
analysts said 

A series of roadshows to 
promote the global launch of 
the offer, which covered Aus- 
tralia. Europe and the United 
States attracted a high level of 
interest in both the firm and 
Jordan. 

“The high level of interest 


reflects the pent up demand 
for quality bluechip Jordanian 
companies,” Mr. Masri said. 

The issue has attracted 
emerging market funds thar 
have taraeoed the Jordanian 
market, but have been shut 
out from several bluechips 
due to a shortage of stock. 

Nomura went ahead with 
the launch of the issue as 
scheduled, despite the recent 
upheaval in Asian financial 
markets. The Asian crisis had 
limited fallout on Middle 
Eastern equities markets in 
contrast to fixed income secu- 
rities, which were hit bard, 
analysts say. 

It will also encourage other 
bluechip firms to tap capital 
markets and the offering 
could be an ideal exposure by 
global funds to the Jordanian 


bourse, bankers say. 

Analysts say Arab Potash, a 
major world producer, has 
good long-term earnings 
potential. It leads the world in 
its field both operationally 
and on financial performance 
as it has the lowest unit cost in 
the industry, which allows it 
to realise higher gross profit 
margins. 

.Arab Potash forecasts cur- 
rent sales of around S I SO mil- 
lion a year to double once 
future projects to expand its 
Dead Sea's mineral extraction 
is completed in the next few 
years Jordan has 55.4 per cent 
holding, while Kuwait, Iraq, 
Libya and the Jeddah-based 
Islamic Development Bank 
and other Arab governments 
hold minority stakes in the 
firm. 


Two top Swiss banks to merge to create global giant 


ZURICH (AFP) — Union 
Bank of Switzerland and 
Swiss. Bank Corporation 
(SBS) have announced on 
Monday they would merge in 
a move creating the world’s 
second-biggest bank and the 
largest fund manager with 
almost $600 billion in assets. 

But in Brussels. European 
Union (ELI) Competition 
Commissioner Karel Van 
Mien said the European 
Commission would probably 
have to make an inquiry into 
the planned merger. “I'm 
almost sure the commission is 
going to have to investigate.” 
If a probe is ordered, the com- 
mission's competition staff 
would consider the compati- 
bility of the plan with EU 
rules in so far as. the new 
financial giant would operate 
on European Union territory. 


The joint announcement in 
Zurich, confirming persistent 
rumours over the weekend of 
a marriage between Switzer- 
land’s first and third largest 
banks with a 40 per cent share 
of the Swiss market said the 
new bank would be called 
United Bank of Switzerland 
and be based in Zurich. 

With assets totalling 922 
billion Swiss francs ($592 bil- 
lion), the new bank will come 
just after Japan’s Bank of 
Tokyo/Mitsubishi and its 
$696 billion in the global 
rankings, and will be the 
largest in Europe — ahead of 
Deutsche Bank of Germany. 

Total market capitalisation 
will be S5 billion Swiss 
francs. 

“The partnership enables 
two strong banking groups to 
combine their resources to 


forge an even stronger finan- 
cial services concern,” the 
banks said in a joint state- 
ment 

The merger will involve 
shedding almost a quarter of 
the banks's combined 56,000 
workforce, with some 13,000 
jobs to be cut over the next 
three to four years, the state- 
ment said. 

Some 6.000 of the losses 
will occur overseas with 
1 .800 redundancies in 

Switzerland, the banks said. 

UBS chief executive Math-, 
is CabiaUavetia said the job 
losses “regrettably are 

unavoidable.” 

There were fears in London 
that a large number of jobs 
would be lost in the City, 
where SBC's merchant bank- 
ing aim, SBC Warburg Dillon 
Read, employs 3,500 people 


and UBS employs 2,900. 

As the merchant banking 
arm of the new bank will be 
centred around Warburg Dil- 
lon Read, most job losses are 
likely to be at UBS, analysts 
said. 

The Swiss franc weakened 
in London on news of the 
merger because of fears of the 
impact of the job losses on the 
Swiss economy. 

The merged bank expects to 
make cost savings of around 
three billion to four billion 
Swiss francs over three to 
four years through “extensive 
economies of scale,” the 
banks said. 

But in the short-term, the 
merger will involve heavy 
restructuring costs of about 
seven billion Swiss francs, 
which will ‘ see both banks 
report a “technical loss” for 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

346.000 249.000 

ARAB BANE 

15.2 

1.21 

13 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 

B 

o.oo 

16 

3.600 

1.630 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.2 

0.00 

14 

1 - 190 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

70.3 

o.oo 

11 

2.660 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

-- -10.3 

6.06 

3 

. 5.300 

4.600 

THE MOUSING BE. 

15.4 

3.77 

a 

4.180 

1-850 

JOR. KUWAIT BANE 

' " k *" 10.4 

0.00 

9 

1.050 

.740 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.3 

9.59 

12 

4.050 

2. BOO 

JOR, ISLAMIC BANK 

13.5 

3.61 

1 

3.900 

3.060 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

24.4 

0. DO 

4 

1.900 

.870 

BEIT. AL-MAL ( BEITHA) 

-t. 

17.05 

2 

5.150 

2.500 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

19.0 

0.00 

6 


VALUE OPEN Cte«' CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 

2673560 332.00 331.00 l.OO- 

20763 1.87 1.87 - 

420100 1.92 1.96 .04+ 

368320 1.05 1.07 .02+ 

9127 2.59 2.61 .02+ 

22493 5.15 4.11 

34262 1.95 1.96 .01+ 

9417 .74 .73 .01- 

665 2.SO 2.66 .14- 

4381 3.75 3.80 .05+ 

1760 .68 .88 - 

8357 2.50 2.63 .13+ 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 237.T2 *CHG: -0.29 


JOR FRENCH IN SDR. 
ARAB LIFE INSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 117.34 *CBG: *0.37 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.4 

5.15 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

12.5 

6.67 

MID, EAST HOTELS 

19.0 

0.00 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

9.7 

0.00 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

9 

0.00 

ZARJCA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 108.23 


ATTANQEEB 
JOR. CEHKNT FACT. 
JOR. PETROL. REF I HART 
ARAB PHARH. MANF. 
JOR. PIPES HAN7CT. 

OAR HLDANA 0V.XNV. 
ARAB ALDM.IND. 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER OOHV.TRO. 
NATIONAL XNDS. 
INTERNED . PETRO . CHEM . 
JOR. SULPHO-C8ZH 
ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 
UKIV. MOON. INDS. 

JOR. mOS . RESOURCES 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 
XNTL. TOBACCO 
UNION CH. fi VEG- 
JORDAN STEEL 
HID. EAST COMPLEX 


INDUSTRIAL 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: J 17. 13 *CHC: -C 
INDEX: 171.33 *CHG: -C 


116 8SOS5 
268 847639 
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.610 

-360 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.6 

0.00 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

hi 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

Tn 

1.690 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

E 

0-00 

+ 

.530 

.310 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

34.6 

0.00 


.750 

.380 

HATL - MOLT . ENG . KAMI CO 


0.00 

N 

1.200 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

12.1 

O.oo 


.660 

- 500 

HTDHAST PHAHM. 75* 

E 

0.00 ■ 


1.400 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 7S* 

9 

0.00 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARH. 

E 

0.00 


.470 

.290 

INDS- ENG. 

9 

0.00 


-820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

N 

1.000 

. 668 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

93.2 

0.00 

+N 

1.000 

.770 

MODERN FOOD IND. 75* 

E 

0.00 

GRAND TOTAL 

I 
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* 
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1997 as the full amount will 
be taken as a charge against 
the 1997 accounts. 

Analysts generally saw the 
merger as positive for both 
banks despite the heavy 
restructuring costs, and in 
early Zurich trading UBS 
bearer shares were 255 Swiss 
francs higher, up 13.2 pea- cent 
at 2,185 francs, while SBC 
registered shares gained 34 JO 
francs or 7.7 per cent, to 482. 

“It is a very valuable deal 
for shareholders. The market 
already shows that. They have 
ambitious profit targets. They 
will be much more competi- 
tive." said the head of sales at 
a major private bank in Gene- 
va. 

A Nat West securities bank- 
ing analyst said the new bank 
has many opportunities in the 
continuing consolidation of 
the financial sector, especially 
following the turmoil in 
Southeast Asia. 

But the lack of a solid posi- 
tion in the United States 
remains a notable “weak- 
ness.” the NatWest analyst 
said. 

The banks said in their 
statement that further expan- 
sion in the U.S. market is “a 
priority” for its investment 
banking activities, although 
SBC Chief Executive Marcel 
Ospel said it is not necessary 
to buy a U.S. investment 
bank. 

Existing shareholders will 
be allocated shares in the new 
bank through a share swap 
which will leave LIBS share- 
holders with a 60 per cent 
stake in the new bank and 
SBS shareholders the remain- 
ing 40 per cent. 

International ratings agency 
Fitch IBCA saw the merger as 
a better deal for SBS than 
UBS, putting UBS’ long-term 
senior debt on credit watch 
with negative implications 
but SBC’s long-term senior 
debt rating on watch with 
positive implications. 

The new bank will consist 
of four core areas: Private 
banking, which will be cen- 
tered in Basel, investment 
banking through Warburg 
Dillon Read in London, insti- 
tutional asset management to 
be based in Chicago, and con- 
sumer and corporate banking 
centered in Zurich. 

The goal is for net profits of 
around 10-11 billion Swiss 
francs by 2002 and a return on 
equity of 15 to 20 per cent. 

The merger requires the 
approval of the Swiss and EU 
competition authorities. 

LIBS Chairman Robert 
Snider said: "We expect all 
necessary approvals to be 
forthcoming over the next 
few months, meaning that the 
merger could be completed 
towards the end of May.” 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
^ Estate 

■ e !> 810605-81 0609 

Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJ A M Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold • Amman. Amra Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle 


STUBIQ HRIG 

professional quaUty in 
1 hoursontlc* 
Develop your colour RKn 
: at our shop and gab 
- JUMBO photo Size 
30% larger. 

;• Free mlsrgmsmi 
28 x30 cm. 

Siuttetsani - Opposite 
Grtruflays Sank. 

Phone: 604042 
SweifiehTei: 623891 


CROwnMom. 

INDOOR HEATED 


POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 

& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 




mi 

“MERRY CHRISTMAS" 
. New * New • New 
Makawir line 

on display at the 

Bani Hamida House 

■ * Rugs * Cushions 

* Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman, 
1 st Circle. Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 



* One & Two Bedrooms - Fnf 
gripped Kitchenettes • DaDy , 
* Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax . 6745 51 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


Re a I : Est at e 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei 864230 - 865167 
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Steelers and Chiefs claim 
NFL playoff berths 


PITTSBURGH (AFP) — 
Kordell Stewart threw for 
three touchdowns and ran 
for two more, leading the 
Pittsburgh Steelers over 
Denver 35-24 and into the 
National Football League 
playoffs. 

Stewart, . nicknamed 
“Slash" for his equal run 
and pass prowess, complet- 
ed lS-of-29 passes for 303 
yards and ran 10 times for 
49 yards to rally the 
Steelers from a 21-7 
American football deficit 
here Sunday. 

“This was definitely my 
best game." said Stewart, 
who missed his carer-best 
passing day by only 14 
yards. “I was throwing well 
throughout the entire 
game." 

Jerome Bettis ran 24 
times for 125 yards. “The 
Bus" took Denver's 
defense to school and 
moved within 106 yards of 
the club record for rushing 
yards in a season. Barry 
Foster's 1,690 in 1992. 

“It was just a mutter of 
taking our time and moving 
the ball down the field." 
Stewart said. “We started 
running the bail better and 
that’s when 1 stoned com- 
pleting passes." 

The Steelers. who lost to 
Dallas in the Super Bowl 
two seasons ago. were not 
ensured of a playoff berth 
until the New York Jets 
were upser 22-14 at home 
by Indianapolis, the NFL's 
doormat with only two tri- 
umphs. 

Pittsburgh also took sole 
possession of the AFC 
Central division lead and a 
possible first-round bye 
when Jacksonville lost 26- 
20 to New England in a 
rematch of last year's AFC 
playoff semi-final. 

Drew Bledsoe threw for 
234 yards' '■ dnd^voHotfeti-— : 
, downs u> the Patriots 
snapped Jacksonville's. 13- 
game home ' win '"streak 
despite the absence of top 
rusher Curtis Martin and 
receiver Terry Glenn. 

Kansas City also sealed a 
plavnff spot, blanking 
Oakland 30-0. With 
Denver’s loss, the Chiefs 
and Denver are both 1 1 -3 
to share the AFC West divi- 
sion lead and top honours 
in a fight for home-field 
playoff advantage. 



Detroit Lions' wide receiver Herman Moore (R) is unable to hold on to a 42-yard 
Scott Mitchell pass as Miami Dolphins' safety Calvin Jackson applies the defend ve 
pressure in the first quarter (Reuters photo) 


McEnroe beats Leconte in 
final of Honda Challenge 

LONDON (AP) — John McEnroe, remaining unbeaten in 
his career against Henri Leconte, defeated the Frenchman 
on Sunday 6-2. 3-6 with a 10-5 tiebreaker — used m hen 
of a third set in senior events — to win the ATP Senior 
Honda Challenge. . 

McEnroe, 38 and Leconte, 34. each won all three or their 
round-robin matches over three days to reach the fina 
before a sellout in London's Royal Albert Hall. 

En route to the final. McEnroe defeated five-time 
Wimbledon champion Bjorn Borg. The match Friday was 
their first in Britain in 16 years. He also beat Guillermo 
Vilas and John Lloyd. _ . 

McEnroe was 10 for 10 against Leconte during their AT r 
Tour career and now is 1 1 for 1 1 against the Frenchman. 

McEnroe, acting like his old self, seemed to turn the 
match his way after losing the second set when he argued 
for several minutes with the -referee over line calls. The 
delay in beginning the tiebreaker seemed to rattle Leconte 
as mcenroe went on to win 10-5. 

The American said he has talked with Wimbledon refer- 
ee Alan Mills about the idea of a senior event aL 
Wimbledon, perhaps beginning in 1999. 

Venables ponders 
Nigerian offer 




The Chiefs own the tie- 
breaker edge for the divi- 
sion title and home-field 
advantage to the Super 
Bowl. They finish the regu- 
lar season against two 
clubs with losing records. 
San Diego and New 
Orleans. 

"The first place thing is 
nice for today, but we have 
to take care of business the 
next two weeks.” Chiefs 
quarterback Rich Gannon 
said. 

Gannon scored twice to 
win his fourth game in a 
row since starter Elvis 
Grbac was sidelined by a 
broken collarbone. Kansas 
City took a 15-2 edge over 
Oakland in the 1 990s. this 
the most lopsided win in 
that run. 

Seven unclaimed playoff 
-berths- are at stake with— 
each- dub having . two. . 
games to. .play before the v 
regular season ends 
December 22. 

Denver, San Francisco 
and reigning Super Bowl 
champion Green Bay had 
already clinched playoff 
bids. Green Bay beat 
Tampa Bay 1 7-6 to seal the 
NFC Central crown and 
join San Francisco with a 
first-round playoff bye. 

San Francisco advanced 
to the NFL's best record at 


12-2 by beating Minnesota 
28-17. handing the Vikings 
a setback in their playoff 
quest. 

Two-time NFL Most 
Valuable Player Brett Favre 
threw for 280 yards, 
including a 43-yard touch- 
down pass to Robert 
Brooks in the first quarter 
and an ei gilt- y order to 
Dorsey Levans in the third 
for the Packers < 11-3). 

The Buccaneers were 
th waned in their hid to seal 
their first playoff spot in 15 
years but can do so by win- 
ning one of their final two 
games. 

The New York Giants 
remained atop the NFC 
East by beating 
Philadelphia 31-21. turning 
three first-half turnovers 
into touchdowns and snap- 
ping a two-game winless 
skid. 

“We hit a .slump and we 
needed to win again." 
Giants coach Jim Fasel 
said. "There was a lot of 
pressure on us. 
Philadelphia played well 
but n e had them matched." 

The Giants can clinch a 
playoff berth by beating 
visiting Washington next 
Saturday. The Redskins 
beat Arizona 38-28 to 
remain one game behind 
New York in the division 


race. 

Chicago (3-11) pushed 
Buffalo (6-8) to the edge of 
playoff elimination with a 
20-3 triumph. 1 1 was the 
Bills' worst scoring output 
since 1994. 

"I was disappointed 
tremendously. I would cal! 
it the low- point of the sea- 
son." Bills coach Marv 
Levy said. 

Jermaine Lewis tied an 
NFL record with two punt 
returns touchdowns to 
spark Baltimore past 
Seattle 31-24. St. Louis 
beat New Orleans 34-27 
and Atlanta downed San 
Diego 14-3. 

In Sunday's late game. 
Olindo Mare kicked a 42- 
yard field goal as time 
expired to give Miami a 33- 
30 triumph over Detroit, 
keeping the Dolphins level 
with New England atop the 
AFC East. 

Dan Marino threw for 
310 yards and two touch- 
downs and drove Miami 
for the winning points after 
the Lions equalized with 79 
seconds to play. 

Detroit's Burry Sanders 
ran for 1 37 yards on 30 car- 
ries to become the first man 
in NFL history to resh for 
100 yards in 12 consecu- 
tive names. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Australian football 

authorities would be pre- 
pared to release coach 
Terry Venables if he is 
given the opportunity to 
coach Nigeria at next 
year's World Cup finals in 
France. 

Venables is being tar- 
gened by Nigerian orf a 
part-time basis — and 
Soccer Australia chief 
David Hill could allow 
Venables time off to take 
up the post. 

Hill told Britain's Radio 
5 Live: “I would want to 
discuss this first with 
Terry. but. of course, 
we're not in the World 
Cup and Nigeria is. 

“It costs us a lot of 
money to have Terry as 
coach, by our standards a 
lot of money, when we’re 
not in the World Cup. So„ 
frankly, it may be possi- 
ble for us to release him 
from his contractual 
obligations for a period if 
he wants to.” 

Striker Efan Ekoku said 
Venables would be wel- 
comed by the Nigerian 
players, but doubts the 
deal will come off. 

“I am sure we would 
benefit from having Terry . 
Venables in change,” 
Ekoku said. 


Huber defeats Hingis in hard-fought 5 set match 
at Masters of Champions tournament * 


FRANKFURT (AP) — 
Anke Huber of Germany 
battled five sets for an upset 
of top favourite and World 
No. 1 Martina Hingis in the 
final of the first Masters of 
Champions tennis tourna- 
ment Sunday. 

The match. Huber's only 
tournament win this season, 
started off as expected with 
the 17-year-old Hingis rush- 
ing off to a 6-2 first set w in. 

Huber pulled even taking 
tiie second set 6-3. with 
Hingis bouncing back with 
a 6-2 third set.” and Huber 
winning the fourth with the 
identical result as Hingis 
appeared to be tiring. 

Then the battle started. 

Hingis held her serve in 
the first game of the fifth 
set. then broke Huber's 
serve in the second game at 
zero, with the help of one of 
many net rollers in the 
match, and a double-fault 
by Huber. 

. But the 23-year-old 
Huber, who has dropped 
from No. 6 in world rank- 
ings to 14 this season, got a 
rebreak against Hingis in 
the 3rd game then held her 

T '"CINfcV > 



Anke Huber 


own serve to tie the last set 
at 2-2. 

Both women held their 
services to go to 5-5. with 
the volleys getting longer 
and the crowd loudly 
applauding as 'the two 
chased down shots that 
seemed impossible to 
return. 

But the young Swiss star 
tired and in the f i th game 
and with the help of yet 
another net roller. Huber 
broke Hingis' service to pull 
ahead 6-5. 

Hingis fought to come 
back in the last game going 
ahead 30-0, but Huber 
recovered to win the set 7-5, 
the match, a purse of 
S3S 1 ,000 and her only tour- 
nament of the year. 

Hingis, who ends the 1997 
season with 79 match wins 
against only six losses, got 
S324.858 as the runner-up. 
No world ranking points 
were awarded for this $ 1.6 
million tournament. 


“But I think, with just 
six or seven months to the 
World Cup. we are more 
likely to get a coach who 
is familiar with the play- 
ers and knows African 
football and is familiar 
with the workings of 
Nigeria and the Nigerian 
Football Association. 

“To anybody who has 
not been involved with 
Nigeria, and to a lesser 
extent African football, it 
is a huge task.” 

Former England manag- 
er Venables’ bid to lead 
Australia to France 98 
failed when the 
Socceroos were beaten on 
the away-goals rule by 
Iran despite going 
through the qualifying 
stages unbeaten. 

But the Australians still 
want Venables to coach 
their national team. 

“Our bottom line is that 
we want him to play an 
on-going role for 
b Australia.” said Hill. 

Russia delays 
naming 
swimming 
team 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian Swimming 

Federation has delayed the 
announcement of the 
national team for the world 
championships in Perth. 
Australia, until later this 
month. 

The Russian swimming 
authorities are waiting for 
the results of an interna- 
tional appeal by three 
Russian swimmers who 
were excluded from con- 
sideration for the champi- 
onships after returning pos- 
itive drug tests. 

The swimmers. Vladimir 
Pyshnenko. Olga 

Kochetkova and Natalia 
Mescherjakova have 
appealed to the internation- 
al panel, claiming they had 
taken banned substances 
unintentionally. 

Andrei Zclenyacv, the 
swimmers’ coach, said that 
one of his cx-studcnts pre- 
pared cakes containing the 
banned anabolics steroids 
for which the swimmers 
tested positive. 


. National Basketball Association results 


Detroit ” 

Philadelphia 93 

Milwaukee 97 

Indiana 99 

Denver 12* 

Sacramento 99 

Cleveland 94 


Toronto 
New York 
Seattle 
Phoenix 

La Clippers 
Golden State 
La Lakers 


83 
78 

91 

97 (OT) 

92 
S4 

84 


- National Football League results 


Baltimore 
Chicago 
New England 
Kansas City 
St Louis 
NY Giants 
Pittsburgh 
Green Bay 

Washington 

Indianapolis 

Atlanta 

San Francisco 

Miami 


Seattle 

Buffalo 

Jacksonville 

Oakland 

New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

Denver 

Tampa Bay 

Arizona 

NY Jets 

San Diego 

Minnesota 

Detroit 


Spanish football results 


Celia Vigo 2 
Merida 1 

Real Betis 3 
Salamanca 4 
Real Sociedad I 
Compostela 1 
Atlelico Madrid2 
Real Zaragoza I 
Real Oviedo I 
Espanyol I 


Real Valladolid 0 

Racing Santander 2 
Tenerife 0 

Dep. La Coruna 1 

Valencia 1 

Athletic Bilbao 4 

Sporting Gijon 1 

Barcelona 2 

Real Madrid 1 

Mallorca 0 


• Portuguese League results 


A. Coimbra 

0 

Belenenses 

0 

Rio Ave 

3 

Vitoria Serubal ■ 

0 

Farense 

1 

Estrela Amadora 

1 

Benfica 

-> 

Salgueiros 

T 

Sp.g Lisbon 

T 

Campomaiorense 0 

V. Guimaraes 

5 

Varzim 

0 

Boavista 

0 

Maritimo Funchal I 

Chaves 

2 

Porto 

2 

Braga 

3 

Leca 

1 

• German league results 


Wolfsburg 

1 

Hansa Rostock 

1 

Wer.r Bremen 

-» 

Karlsruhe 

4 

I860 Munich 

I 

Stuttgart 

3 

Ami. Bielefeld 0 

VfL Bochum 

2 

B. Leverkusen 

0 

SchaJke 04 

0 

Duisburg 

2 

Cologne 

2 

B. Moenchen 

1 

SV Hamburg 

I 

Kaiserslautern 

2 

Bayern Munich 

0 

• Romanian results 



Rapid Bucharest 2 

D. Bucharest 

0 

F. Falticeni 

2 

FC Chindia 

0 

FC National 

2 

S. Sstudentesc 

1 

CSM Resita 

2 

Farul Constanta 

l 

FCM Bacau 

2 

Petrolul Ploiesti 

0 

Jiul Petrosani 

6 

Universitatea Cluj4 

Otelul Galati 

3 

Gloria Bistrita 

0 

Unit’. Craiova 

1 

FC Arges 

2 

• Greek results 



AEK 

2 

Ethnikos 

1 

Pyrgos 

T 

Olympiakos 

l 

Panathinaikos 

4 

Kavala 

1 

RACK 

1 

Apollon 

0 

Ionikos 

1 

Heraklis 

0 

OFI 

3 

Veria 

0 

Kalamaia 

T 

Athinaikos 

0 

Panionios 

4 

Proodeftiki 

0 


• French championship result 

Bastia 0 Toulouse 0 

• English Premiership result 

Wimbledon I Southampton 0 


• Belgium results 

Alost 1 

Standard Liege 0 
Charleroi 2 

Lokeren ] 

Anderlecht 1 

Lommel 1 

Gent I 

Ekcren 0 

■ Dutch League results 

FC Utrecht 5 

FC Groningen 2 

Nijmegen 3 

Fortuna Sittard 1 

Ajax 1 

NAC Breda I 

Heerenveen 0 

* Italian results 

Brescia 3 

Lecce 0 

Ac Milan 2 

Piacenza 1 

As Roma 3 

Udinese 4 

Fiorentina 1 

Juvemus 2 

Sampdoria 1 


FC Brugge 

Lierse 

Antwerp 

Beveren 

Westerlo 

Saint-Truiden 

Genk 

Harolbeke 


Vitesse Arnhem 3 
Maastricht 3 
Feyenoord 2 
Twente Enschede 0 
Roda JC KerkradeO 
Sparta Rotterdam 2 
Doetinchem 0 


Empoli 
Vicenza 
Bari 
Napoli 
AtaJanta 
Bologna 
AC Parma 
Lazio of Rome 
Inter Milan 


TfcLNUlu 


PHILADELPHIA "1" 

HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5. 
8:30. 10:30 


. •'"cine.mY 

PHILADELPHIA "2 


'i ~7' 

■ o ■ / 


CINF.MA 


tt.i. 


PLAZA 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR — LL\R 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


Nour Af Sharif & ij 

Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER ij 

(Arabic) 

Winner m Ihe 199“ Cannes festival •( 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:IM). | 

8:15, 10:30 


^ CINEMA TELfi7742li ' 

CONCORD 

- , — ■ 

COflCORD -I" 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5, 
8:30. 10:30 

COKCOXD m 2 m 

sleepwalkers 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only 


CINEMA 


ill 


\ GALLERIA 1 

"abdoun ^ 
Harrison Ford ... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30. 6: 1 5. 8:30. j 0:45 


CINEMA ItL iiSi .i.ssvi "~S V 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30. h:l5. 8:30. 10:30 


\ if Hi sham Yanoc iheatra 
, j\ TEL: 625155 

j NOW ON DAILY 

j! THE government IN 
j THE SERVICE 

| OF PEOPLE 

|j Starring Hishuni YiiHi'S 

|j and Amal Dabbas 

j \ For rcscrvaiiuns call- frlOlSS. J 


t 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Saioz wins Race of Champions 

GRAN CANARIA, Canary Islands (AFP) — Spain's Car- 
los Sainz won ** Race of Champions here on Sun- 

day after failing in seven previous attempts. Former world 
ra Uy champion Sainz beat Scotland's Colin McRae in the 
final having earlier exited Frenchman Didier Auriol in the 
^jUii-final of this unusual knockout event. '^Ai last." said 
j ^inz afterwards and McRae, for his park said: "As far as 
r ‘ driving style is concerned, you must be as tidy as possible. 
You can’t afford to make any mistake. But today. Carlos 
^unstoppable-" 

Sabotage could have wrecked draw 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — A timeswitch designed to cut out 
the electric transformers at Marseille’s Stade Velodrome 
could have sabotaged last Thursday's World Cup draw, 
police sources said Sunday. In the event, the device did cut 
the emergency electricity supply at the venue but not the 
roain network, luckily for tournament organisers. The 
switch was later found by technicians tipped off by angry 
nearby residents, who suddenly lost their own supply. 

Cbagaev to be stripped of title 

^SCHWERIN (AFP.) — The International Amateur Boxing 
federation said Sunday it saw no option other than to strip 
Ruslan Chag3ev of his world title after it emerged he had 


participated in two professional bouts. The Uzbek won the 
title last month beating Cuba's Felix Savon in Budapest. 
But double Olympic champion Savon is now expected to 
win the crown instead for what would be the sixth time. 
Federation rules forbid boxers competing in professional 
bouts. M I have no choice other Lhan to disqualify him," fed- 
eration general secretary Karl Heinz Wehr said. The 
organisation’s judicial commission is to rule on the affair 
in January. Chagaev’s win aL last month's championships 
had provoked consternation with most observers judeina 
that Savon clearly deserved the title. The unheralded 
Uzbek, who had previously won tournaments in Italy, the 
Czech Republic and Thailand, beat Savon 14-1 on points 
and the result left one of Savon’s aides threatening the ref- 
eree and the judges. 

Nagano gets arbitration panel 

LAUSANNE (AFP) — A panel of the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport will sit at next February's Nagano Winter 
Olympics to make a final ruling on any dispute. The panel 
sat for the first time at last year's Atlanta Olympics where 
the legal and scientific experts cleaned two Russian bronze 
medallists who had been disqualified for taking B roman- 
tan. The International Olympic Committee bad~ described 
the drug as a cocktail of stimulants, steroids and masking 
agents. But the panel gave the Russians the benefit of the 
doubt. Andrei Korneyev kept his men's 200m breastroke 
swimming bronze medal and Zakhar Guleyev his 48ke 
Greco-Roman wrestling bronze. 


Roma keep the heat on Italian leaders 


PARIS (AFP) — AS Roma 
swept." id a convincing 3-0 
victory over Atalanta on 
Sunday to stay third in the 
SerieA and keep the heal on 
Italian league leaders Inter 
Milan and Juventus. 

The win at the Olympic 
stadiam left Roma on 22 
points, just three behind 
Juventus. who beat Lazio 2- 
1 on Saturday, and five 
3»hind Inter, who had to set- 
lie for a. 1-1 draw with Sam- 
pdciria." 

Panhai'-last season's run- 
ners-up, dost touch with the 
leaders after being held to a 
I-[ draw aWay to Fioremina 
in Sunday ^evening's game. 
Roma's three goals during a 
10-mraote^^pcll midway 
throDg.lt. thel|rst-half gave 
Zdeaek ^email's BraziJjan- 
powensF’suJe an invincible 
lead: ; •£ 

World Cup. winner Cafii 
sent jut a dangerous cross 
after -22 minutes and the 
interception by Atalanta 
defender" Massimo Carrera 
ended up in his own net. 

' Francesco Toni cracked 
; home. the second and Cafu’s 
compatriot Paulo Sergio 
added a superb third as 
Rcnna ripped the Atalanta 
defence to shreds. 

Udinese joined Roma on 
22 points after a thrilling 4-3 
win over I G-man Bologna. 
Udinese took an early lead 
when a free-kick from Bel- 
gian' ' midfielder Johan 
Waktri. found Oliver Bier- 
toff;, and the German 
iraenotional’s header 
prayed just too good for the 
Bologna keeper. 

Bolpgna's Swedish giant 
fennel Andersson nodded 
an equaliser after a comer 
1 olffo. Jjy Roberto Baggio, 
'heftje - Brazilian striker 
Arawpso put Udinese back 
infipoi in the 35th minute. 
CajJp Neryo soon brought 
Botova level again, only for 
leaqpte Michele Paraniatti 
fia himself sent off six 
““rotes- after the re-sian. It. 
turning point in the 
there was no sur- 
jros&fieD Udinese ’s Paolo 
, ^Sggose to head home for 
! 67th minute. 

| Biaifefj; looked to have 
the rout in the 
5®^jnmutes, nodding in 
^.ri|*?und -after Poggi hit 
jto-ote&Sbar, but a late strike 
Bologna’s Russian 
ffi&J gor Kolyvanov made 
F ^.s coreli ne more 

went back to the 
Kpcfihe Spanish league on 
pMay after first half goals 
/^-;5crgi and Rivaldo 
r'f win at Real 
-while previous 
Madrid were 
Real Oviedo. 
®^y.win gives them a 
T^^f:Jead over their 
Pfe&b the Catalan club 
points 



. _ ... . jsahon Raul was 
^ ^tirir' Real tw-o min- 
the break but an 
from Uruguayan 
Ir^^iahchi Gonzalez in 
i l^jninate meant the 
to settle for a 
second spot for 
scam consola- 
fens to recall 
went dawn 2- 



1 at Oviedo recently. And a 
row blew up on Sunday 
between Real Madrid presi- 
dent Lorenzo Sanz and 
coach Jupp Heynckes over 
the match. 

Atletico Madrid made it a 
better night for the capital 
with a 2-1 win over Sporting 
Gijon cementing their third 
place, five points off Lhc 
pace. 

Strasbourg warmed up for 
their UEFA Cup kalian 
adventure in the worst possi- 
ble way on Friday, losing at 
home to Guingamp. but 
Lliere was no change ar the 
lop as the leading sides all 
won. 

Metz. second behind 
reigning champions Monaco 
at srarr of play, kept up their 
good form by beating strug- 
gling Chaleauroux with first 
half goals from Bruno 
Rodriguez and ever-depend- 
able Robert Pirns. 

But Monaco stay top after 
a tough 2-1 triumph over 
Lyon achieved with a late, 
late winner from starlet 
David Trezeguet after his 
side had been one down at 
the break. 

Paris Saint Germain 
remain third after Brazilian 


skipper Rai scored the only 
goal two minutes from the 
end at rock-bottom Cannes, 
while Lens leapfrogged 
Marseille into fourth with a 
1 4) win at Le Havre on Fri- 
day. However Marseille 
jumped back over Lens into 
fourth spot on goal differ- 
ence following their 0-0 with 
Montpellier on Sunday. 

Trezeguet came to the res- 
cue with his tenth goal of the 
season in the S4th minute to 
give the Monegasques their 
sixth straight win after Mar- 
tin Djetou had started the 
fightbaek with an equaliser 
on 69 minutes. 

The gangling Frederic 
Kanoute had given Lyon the 
lead in the 2 1st minute fol- 
lowing a precision pass from 
fellow Cameroon star 
Joseph-Desire'Job. 

Djetou’s leli-fuoted strike 
from substitute Carnot's cor- 
ner came as Monaco were 
beginning to show signs of 
frustration after failing to 
find their normal fluency in 
attack. 

Bur African footballer of 
the year Viktor Ikpeba final- 
ly rescued them by setting 
up Trezeguet's winner. 

Ten-man Stuttgart moved 


FOR SALE 


Nearly new household furniture. Incl.: Sharp 
fridge/freezer, Phillips washing machine, settee, oven, 
coffee tables, metal furniture ..etc. 

Must go soon, good prices, lirst come first served. 

Tel.: 5921434 


Fully Furnished Deluxe Villa 
2 Floors & Basement 


| Spacious salons, dining room, living room, 3 
“ bedrooms (one master), 4 bathrooms, kitchen, 
play area in the basement & servant's 
quarters, balconies & garage. 

Location: Shmeisani behind Ambassador 
Hotel. . 


Tel.: 


Please call 
692555 daytime 


owner at 
or 865497 


evening 


Invitation For Bids 
Sector Educational Project - Phase II 
International Competitive Bidding (IBC) 
Loan No. (3864-JO) 

Tender No. (7/97) & Tender No. (8/97) 

Ministry of Education invites interested bidders 
Specialised in the fields of PC Computers & their 
peripherals, Educational Software, and projection 
equipment, to participate in the following tenders: 

1 . Tender No. (7/97) EMIS (one LOT). 

2 . Tender No. (3/97) Learning Resources Centres (two 
LOTs). 

Eligible bidders may obtain lender document at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division/Ministry of Education 
against the payment of a non-refundable fee of JDiOO for 
each tender, and presenting a valid professional licence 
and a registration certificate starting on 7/12/1997. 

a . The latest date for purchasing tender documents is 
27/1/1998. 

The tender documents can be purchased by an 
authorised representative upon submission of an 

official request. . . . 

The latest date for submission of inquiries pertinent 

to the tender is 5/1/1998. 

Bids shall be deposited m the BID BOX at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division/MOE, or by mail, not 
later than 1 1:00 a.m. (local time) on 4th Feb., 1998^ 
The bids shall be opened on 4th Feb., 1998 at 15:00 
p.m. (local time). 

Chairman 

0 f special Tenders Committee 


b. 


d. 


to within three points of sec- 
ond-placed Bayern Munich 
on Saturday beating Bay- 
ern’s city rivals I860 3-1 
while Bayer Leverkusen and 
Schalke settled for a tame IV 
0 draw in the other main 
match of the day. 

But the title race looks 
well on Lhe way to being 
resolved already following 
Kaiserslautern's 2-0 win 
over Bayern on Friday night, 
which gives the leaders a 
seven point buffer. 

Kaiserslautern have 42 
points from their IS games, 
followed by Bayern on 35. 
Stuttgart 32 and Leverkusen 
level with Schalke on 30. 

A Tljjuni Babangida goal 
in the 10th minute on Satur- 
day gave Dutch league lead- 
en: Ajax Amsterdam a 1-0 
home victory over Roda JC 
Kerkrade. their 17th win in 
1 8 games and a 15 point lead 
over PSV Eindhoven who 
lost 4-1 at Willem II Tilbura. 


2nd Arab Handball Champions Cup 

AI Rayyan take Group B lead 
as Jordan's Al Arabi lose again 

Kingdom's Al Salt face UAE's Ahli today 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special io lhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Qatar’s A I 
Rayyan beat all expecta- 
tions and jumped from 
third to first place in 
Group B with 5 points 
Monday after a 24-22 
(15-13.) win over fourth 
placed Kuwait’s Al 
Qadissieh on the sixth day 
of the 2nd Arab Handball 
Champions Cup currently 
under way in Amman 
with ten teams taking 
part. 

Qatar's Al Rayyan will 
have a chance to maintain 
their lead and move to the 
semifinals when they face 
second placed Egypt's Al 
Olympi Tuesday — the 
last day of the first round. 

Also Monday. Jordan's 
Al Arabi lost the chance 
to score a sole win after a 
42-31 loss to Egypt's Al 
Olympi and stayed at the 
bottom of the standings 
with one point from a 35- 
35 tie with Saudi Arabia’s 
AI Ahli. 

Al Arabi will now play 
for ninth and tenth places. 

In Group A, Egypt's Al 
Ahli still lead with 8 
points followed by UAE's 
Al Ahli with 4 points. 

Jordan's Al Salt will 
have a tough test meeting 
UAE’s Al Ahli in the fight 
for the second qualifying 
berth in the group. 

Al Salt are now third 
place with 2 points after 
scoring Jordan's only vie- 


Tuesday’s schedule of matches 

UAE's Al Ahli vs. Jordan's Al Salt 3 p.m. 

S. Arabia’s AJ Ahli vs. Kuwait's Qadissieh 5 p.m. 

Egypt's Al Olympi vs. Qatar's Al Rayyan 7 p.m. 


Egypt's Al Ahli 
UAE's Al Ahli 
Jordan's Al Salt 
Leb.’s Sadaqah 
Qatar's Qatar 


Group A 

W T 

4 

2 

1 

1 


Group B 
W T 


Gf Ga Pts 


140 

91 

71 

79 

59 


91 

80 

76 

106 

87 


Gf Ga Pts 


Qatar's Rayyan 
Egypt's Olympi 
Swabia's Ahli 
K’s Qadissieh 
Jordan's Arabi 


87 

104 

90 

77 

123 


74 

82 

87 

91 

147 


tory in the toumey by 
beating Qatar's Qatar 
Club 26-18. 

They will have to beat 
the UAE team by a big 
margin to move to the 
semis otherwise they will 
play for 5-8th places. 

• Qatar's Al Rayyan 24 
Kuwait's Al Qadissieh 
22: The two teams played 
a slow match as Al 
Qadissieh were able to 
stand tall against Al 
Rayyan's accurate hits 
who ended the first half 
15-13. 


In the second half Al 
Rayyan tried to expand 
the difference but Al 
Qadissieh kept a close 
trail and eventually lost 
the match 24-22. 

• Egypt's Al Olympi 42 
Jordan's Al Arabi 31: 
Egypt's AI Olympi had an 
an easy match against 
lowly AJ Arabi who 


fought bravely for one 
last chance for a win. 

Al Olympi, armed with 
experience, gave A I Arabi 
a hard time. The Jordan- 
ian team tried to penetrate 
through AJ Olympi’s tight 
defence and it worked for 
some time. 

Al Olympi were able to 
win and adding two 
points to move to second 
place with 4 points. 

Qatar's Qatar met 
Lebanon's Al Sadaqah in 
Monday’s late march. 

In Sunday's late match, 
Jordan's Al Salt lost a 
good chance to improve 
their standing and boost 
their qualifying chances 
when they lost 2S-27 ( 14- 
13) to Lebanon's AI 
Sadaqah. 

Held under the patron- 
age of HRH Princess 
Sumayya. the 2nd Arab 
Handball Champions Cup 
kicked off Dec. 3 and 
concludes Dec. 13. 

The Jordan Handball 
Federation has allocated 
cash rewards for Jordan’s 
two teams in the toumey 
— AI Salt and Al Arabi: 
JD 2,000 if they finish 
third, JD 1,000 for fourth 
place and JD500 for fifth 
place. 


FOR RENT " 

VILLAS & APARTMENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
| Bybtos Real Estate 1 
Tel. 829882 -3 or 079-37946 j 



FOR RENT IN AL RABIEH 

Two flats: fully furnished or semi-furnished. Deluxe and 
luxurious. 

One complete floor of 400m 2 with 4 bedrooms - and one 
3-bedrooms ground floor - in a calm and nice area. 

Tel.: 5510108 


MR. BEAN .. On the cinema (or the 5th and the last week 

Concord Cinema ... Tel. 677420 



ROWAN ATKINSON 

Mr. BEAN 

THE ULTIMATE DISASTER MOVIE 

Two hours of consecutive laughing 
Shows:- (12:30 , 3:30 , 8:15, 8:30, 10:30) p.m. 


J.T. FAX 696183 


UNFURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Brand new, land area 800 sq.m area 570 sq.m. 2fioors, deluxe 
finishing, cnlacata marble. 2fire places, garage, garden. 

Must see to appreciate 


Location Al-Jundaweel - 8 Circle 

Please Call Tel-5931244 - 5932244 - Mobile - 079-35266. 




Christmas u/ont' he 
Christmas Without 


dL YdSMSI the smell of a 
HURSCRY 
738991 



YOU C4rt P o YOURS FROM TH£ GROU1D, 
Oft S€€ TH€*I AT PUG€ : 6317717 2 
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Industrial Construction Company (ICC) 

Is Proud to Announce 

That it was Recommended For Certification to the 
Quality Management System 


ISO 9002 


As the First 

Electro - Mechanical Contracting Co. 
to be Awarded this Certificate in Jordan 

On this occasion Industrial Construction Co. 
Would like to th ank 

Philadelphia Consulting Group / Jordan 
TTJV Bayem Group / Germany 
And all who had participated in this achievement 


A 


BAGHDAD INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

SEEKS A 
DIRECTOR 

Baghdad International School is a PKG - 12 International day 
school. It is a member of Middle States Association and the 
European council of International Schools. The School offers 
good salary and benefits including: housing, insurance, air ticket, 
•etirement contribution, car and other related benefits. 

Applicants should send their resume to: 

DR. SANDOR ROBEL 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
c/o UNDP/BIS Baghdad 
Palais des Nations, 1211, GENEVA, 10, 
Switzerland 

or 

c/o Levant Shipping 
P.O. Box 2113 Abdali, 

Amman, Jordan. 

Fax: +1 - 212-963-3009 
+ 964-1-241-5560 

Complete applications to, be received by 28 February 1998. 
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U.S. will not dictate Israeli 
W. Bank troop withdrawal 


PARIS (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
piled pressure on Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to make 
key decisions on peace but 
said on Monday Washington 
would not dictate terms for 
Israel's troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank. 

She told reporters after 
meeting French Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin at the 
end of a four-day visit to 
France: “We are not asking 
the Israelis for a percentage 
now.'* 

But Ms. Albright, who met 
both Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders in the past three days. * 
said that both sides “must do 


a lot" to revive the Middle 
East peace process. 

Ms. Albright is demanding 
from Israel a “credible" new 
troop pullback in the West 
Bank and a freeze on Jewish 
settlements. From the 
Palestinians she wants a 
firmer commitment to pro- 
tect Israel from attacks by 
Islamists. 

“I think that both sides 
must do a lot,” Ms. Albright 
said in halting French. 

“One hundred per cent 
effort on security matters is 
absolutely necessary for the 
situation to improve in the 
region." she added. 

Ms. Albright who later set 


off for a seven-nation 
African tour, met Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Paris on Friday 
and again on Saturday, hours 
after meeting Palestinian 
Resident Yasser Arafat in 
Geneva. 

Mr. Netanyahu said his 
government had approved 
the principle of a pullback 
but would need several more 
weeks to work out the 
details. 

He had previously said that 
even then it would require 
five months of security coop- 
eration from the Palestinians 
to put it in place. 

Israeli media reports said 


Barak in trouble trying to establish 
himself as best answer to Netanyahu 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Six 
months after taking over 
Israel's Labour Party, ex- 
army chief Ehud Barak is still 
struggling to impose himself 
as the opposition’s best 
answer to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

A Labour convention on 
Sunday highlighted growing 
disenchantment within party 
ranks with Mr Barak's per- 
formance since he took over 
Israel's biggest political 
grouping from former prime 
minister Shimon Peres. 

Critics accuse Mr. Barak of 
using strong-arm tactics to 
sideline rivals inside the left 
while failing to show the kind 
of charisma which could 
attract centrist voters away 
from Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Barak's weakness was 
made apparent by his inabili- 
ty to gamer a majority of 
Labour delegates to back a 
proposal to appoint a profes- 
sional administrator for the 
party — a move many sus- 
pected was designed to 
strengthen his own control. 

Adding insult to injury. Mr. 
Peres was met by a lengthy 
ovation when he addressed 
Sunday’s meeting, while Mr. 
Barak’s speech was answered 
with a smattering of polite 
applause. 

The incident had many 
wondering if Mr. Barak is 
really the man to challenge 
Mr. Netanyahu, whose popu- 
larity has been sinking steadi- 
ly thanks to a series of gov- 
ernment and diplomatic 
crises. 

“The malaise is obvious. 
The party is afraid that it is 


headed for a disaster in the 
next general elections sched- 
uled for 2000 if Barak doesn't 
change direction,” said 
Shlomo Ben Ami. a Labour 
deputy who also ran for the 
Labour leadership six months 
ago. 

Mr. Ben Ami asserted in an 
interview that Mr. Barak was 
taking too soft a line in chal- 
lenging Mr. Netanyahu's poli- 
cies — notably his hardline 
stance in negotiations with 
the Palestinians — and had 
failed to put his own ideas up 
for debate within the party, 
forcing him on several occa- 
sions to back down on 
announced initiatives. 

Another Labour heavy, 
depu ty Uzi Baram, agreed 
"that Mr. Barak barely rated a 
“passing grade” for his per- 
formance to date as head of 
the party he bad pledged to 
turn into a “war machine” to 
topple die right 

Mr. Barak. 55, brushed 
aside such criticism and the 
setback he suffered at 
Sunday's party congress, say- 
ing on Israel Radio that the 
vote “concerned an obscure 
procedural matter.” 

He added that the vote 
against him proved the demo- 
cratic climate inside Labour 
and contrasted with recent 
upheaval in Mr. Netanyahu's 
Likud bloc, where the prime 
minister's autocratic methods 
sparked a mutiny by senior 
party leaders. 

Concerning the crisis with 
the Palestinians. Mr. Barak 
insists he still embodies the 
pro-peace policies of Mr. 
Peres and the stain former 


premier Yitzhak Rabin. 

But he said that to defeat 
Mr. Netanyahu Labour has to 
avoid frightening centrist vot- 
ers who backed the right- 
wing leader 19 months ago 
believing he could make good 
on a promise of “peace with 
security” and are now unhap- 
py they have neither. 

The same stance however 
has those on the political left 
wondering if Mr. Barak, the 
much-decorated career sol- 
dier. would really follow a 
more liberal diplomatic path 
than Mr. Netanyahu concern- 
ing the Palestinians. 

In recent months. Mr. Barak 
has succeeded in holding a 
steady advance of several 
points over Mr. Netanyahu in 
most opinion polis. At 
Sunday's party meeting be 
vowed to put that popularity 
to a successful test soon, pre- 
dicting that the current gov- 
ernment will fall early next 
year. 

Pollsters counter that Mr. 
Peres was also far ahead of 
Mr. Netanyahu in the polls 
and still lost the 1996 elec- 
tions as undecided voters 
swung to the right. 

Backers of Mr. Barak argue 
that six months is not enough 
time to judge a man who 
entered politics barely two 
years ago. 

“He hasn't even finished his 
schooling, it would be suicide 
for Labour to change horses 
now;” said Jean Friedman, a 
Tel Aviv businessman and 
one of the Labour party's 
main fund-raisers. 

“We still have to give Barak 
a chance," he said. 


Tension rises on Yemen-Saudi 
border as negotiations falter 


SANAA (AFP) — Armed 
incidents have been on the rise 
between Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia. diplomats said 
Monday, as Sanaa ruled out 
new concessions to its power- 
ful neighbour in negotiations 
to demarcate their border. 

The diplomats, asking not to 
be named, said the situation 
was tense on the border where 
three clashes had taken place 
since mid-November. 

Yemeni and Saudi authori- 
ties have reported a single 
incident on Nov. 17. over a 
Saudi flag flying over a school 
in a disputed village where at 
least two people were shot 
dead. 

Two other incidents have 
followed, leaving an unspeci- 
fied number of wounded, in 
the northwestern sector of die 
border and along the central 
sector in the Rub AJ Khali 
(empty quaner) desert. 

Sanaa, meanwhile, has said 
a visit to Riyadh last week by 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Iryani failed to 
secure a breakthrough in 


negotiations to demarcate the 
border that have been going 
on for two years. 

Yemen has made all the 
concessions it can. General 
Abdullah Hussein A1 Bashiri. 
head of the presidential office, 
said late Sunday at the end of 
a return visit by a Saudi dele- 
gation. 

“It is now in the hands of the 
Saudis," he said, echoing a 
statement from Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz that “the ball is 
now in the court” of Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

The two sides are “close" to 
an accord. Prince Nayef 
insisted on Saturday. 

But a Yemeni official who 
took part in the talks with the 
visiting Saudi delegation led 
by a minister without portfo- 
lio. Mussaed Ibn Mohammad 
AJ Aayban. said the outlook 
was bleak. 

“The Saudi side is making 
an intransigent stand and they 
did nor bring anything new to 
help reach an accord." the offi- 
cial said. 
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Other sources close to the 
negotiations said the kingdom 
was refusing to return territory 
which belonged to the former 
South Yemen and was occu- 
pied and annexed by Saudi 
forces during clashes in 1969. 

Saudi authorities in the 
1970s rubbled away at more 
chunks of territory in the Rub 
A1 Khali, which is believed to 
be rich in oil deposits, accord- 
ing to the Yemeni side. 

The sources said that 
Yemen's mighty neighbour is 
also demanding a corridor to 
grant it access to the Arabian 
Sea. a demand which is total- 
ly unacceptable for Sanaa. 

“Yemen made an important 
concession over its historic 
rights... by giving up the three 
provinces: Assir. Najran and 
Jizan." a Yemeni politician 
said, referring to a 1995 
accord. 

“It offered this concession 
hoping that Saudi Arabia 
would return territories in the 
eastern secret But the recent 
negotiations show that Riyadh 
wants to impose a fait accom- 
pli," he said also asking not to 
be identified. 

After clashes in December 
1994 and January 1995. the 
two countries agreed to nor- 
malise relations and work to 
demarcate the border, while 
Sanaa dropped longstanding 
claims to the three provinces. 

The confessions of a Syrian 
on trial for bombing in the 
port city of Aden have added 
to the latest tension. The sus- 
pect said last week be was 
recruited by Saudi intelligence 
to assassinate Iryani, a charge 
denied bv Rivadh. 


Mr. Netanyahu may offer the 
Palestinians a further six to 
eight per cent of the West 
Bank, while the Palestinians 
have demanded up to 30 per 
cent U.S. officials have sug- 
gested they hope to split the 
difference. 

Ms. Albright's aides said 
she was bent on concrete 
results in the peace process, 
which has been stalled for 
the past nine months, before 
the end of the year. 

She is expected to meet 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat again after a NATO 
meeting in Brussels on Dec. 
16-17. 


Peres calls for 
Palestinian 
state, Golan 
pullout 

TEL AVIV (R) — Former 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres has urged Israel to 
accept a Palestinian state 
and to give up the Golan 
Heights if it wants peace 
with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad. 

Speaking to bis Labour 
Party late on Sunday. Mr. 
Peres said: “A state or no 
state? It must be heard in a 
clear voice — a state, 
because we cannot take on 
our shoulders the econom- 
ic and social responsibili- 
ty of three milli on Arabs.” 
“Secondly is the matter 
of borders — it must be 
decided: The truth is 
Assad wants peace. He 
won’t make peace if any- 
one believes it's possible 
to do it on part of the 
Golan Heights,” Mr. Peres 
said in the remarks broad- 
cast by Army Radio 
Monday. 

Israeli political reporters 
said the remarks were the 
Nobel Peace Laureate's 
most unequivocal public 
comments to date on the 
two “land-for-peace” 
issues at the heart of 
peacemaking with the 
Palestinians and Syria. 

“In such a blunt way — 
this is the first time." 
Yedioth Ahronot corre- 
spondent Shimon Sbiffer 
told Reuters. 

The Jerusalem Post 
newspaper wrote that Mr. 
Peres. 74, stole the show 
at the Labour Party con- 
vention from Ehud Barak, 
the 55-year-old former 
army chief who took over 
the leadership from Mr. 
Peres in June. 

Israel's rightist Likud 
Party leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 48. defeated 
Mr. Peres in elections in 
May 1996. resisting the 
land-for-peace policies of 
the more dovish Labour 
and vowing to take a 
tougher stance in negotia- 
tions with the Arabs. 

Likud rejects establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip lands occupied 
by Israel in 1967. 
Labour's official platform 
neither embraces the con- 
cept of a state nor rejects 
it. 

“I don't know why the 
Netanyahu government 
wants to waste time. It has 
wasted a year and a half. 
In this year and a half 
Israel's situation has dete- 
riorated — the country has 
been weakened, the econ- 
omy has been weakened. 
What did we profit?” Mr. 
Peres told Israel Radio in 
an interview Monday. 

Syria demands Israel 
cede all of the Golan 
Heights occupied in the 
1967 war in any peace 
deal. Labour Party gov- 
ernments had in the past 
offered to withdraw to a 
depth equivalent to the 
depth of peace without 
committing publicly to a 
full withdrawal. 

“So long as the agree- 
ment is put off. the price 
of the agreement will not 
drop but the cost of the 
delay will go up in human 
lives, in loss of prestige, in 
loss of power, in loss of 
friends — for what?” Mr. 
Peres (old the radio. 



IN MEMORY OF THE INTIFADA: A Palestinian woman makes a victory sign while 
holding pictures of her son during a protest at the Red Cross on the 10th anniversary of 
the Palestinian 'Intifada' in the Gaza Strip calling Israel to free their sons held as polit- 
ical prisoners in Israeli jails. Palestinians started their 'Intifada' in 1987 after an Israeli 
truck driver killed four Palestinians (Reuters photo) 

Israelis killed almost 1,500 
Palestinians since launch of 
intifada — human rights report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli human rights group 
said Monday that 1,479 
Palestinians had been killed 
by Israelis in the 10 years 
since the outbreak of the 
intifada. 

All but 133 were killed by 
the army, the B'Tselem group 
said in a report. 

Between 1988 and 1989 — 
considered the peak of the 
Intifada uprising against 
Israeli rule from 1987 to 1994 
— 556 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli forces. 
B’Tselem said. 

But when Israel started to 
transfer territory in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank to the 
Palestinians in 1994 as part of 
peace accords, the number of 
Palestinian casualties 

“dropped markedly.” it said. 

“Eighteen Palestinians were 
killed by the Israeli army in 
the past year.” the report said. 

Since the start of the Intifada 
against Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian areas on Dec. 9. 
1987, a total of 256 Israeli 
civilians and 127 Israeli sol- 


diers have been killed by 
Palestinians, the report said. 

In I9S8 and 1989. 43 Israeli 
soldiers and civilians were 
killed by Palestinians but the 
number jumped to 104 in the 
two years after the intifada 
ended. 

The increase in Israeli casu- 
alties came with a rise in terror 
attacks by Islamist groups in 
opposition to the 1993 Oslo 
peace accords. 

“In the past four years, the 
number of Israeli civilians 
killed by Palestinians has been 
1 18 as compared ro 37 in the 
four years before that.” 
B'Tselem said. 

Most soldiers who killed 
Palestinians were not pun- 
ished by the army, it said. 

“In most of the instances in 
which Palestinians were killed 
by Israeli army fire. Israeli 
soldiers' lives were not in dan- 
ger although the army 
spokesman has not admitted 
this” the report wrote. 

“Despite (his, up to now. 
soldiers have been brought 
before the law in onlv 55 


cases and only 19 were con- 
victed.” B'Tselem added. 

An army spokesman said he 
could not comment immedi- 
ately on the report 

Another Israeli group. 
HaMoked. that offers legal aid 
to Palestinians in cases against 
the army, raised the same 
accusations. 

“In total, of the 441 com- 
plaints of human rights abuses 
of Palestinians received by 
HaMoked. only in 22 cases 
were the soldiers put on trial " 
the centre wrote in a report to 
mark international human 
rights day on Dec. 10. 

To punish Palestinians dur- 
ing and after the intifada, the 
army has issued some 1 8,000 
administrative detention 
orders to Palestinians and 
expelled another 48 1 from the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank, 
according to B'Tselem. The 
army has also destroyed I.WK) 
Palestinian homes it says were 
built without the proper per- 
mits and another 447 as pun- 
ishment for crimes. B'Tselem 
said. 


Luxorites suffer the aftermath of massacre 


P. V .Vrvekanand in Luxor 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

“YOU ARE lucky to visit 
Luxor.” proclaims a large 
hand-written billboard outside 
the airport of the city filmed 
for the “Valley of Kings” and 
“Vhlley of Queens" of 
Pharaonic Egypt 

But the gloom that pervades 
the majestic town straddling 
the mighty Nile tells a differ- 
ent story. The luck of 
Luxorites themselves 

appeared to have ran out with 
the Nov. 17 massacre at the 
Temple of Queen Hatshepsui 
on the West Bank of the river. 

A lone charter plane from 
Europe sits on the runway, 
with its engines rewing as if 
ready to take off at a moment's 
notice. Tlicrc should have 
been at least a dozen charier 
planes landing there everyday 
at this time of the year, the 
peak of the tourism season for 
Egypt. Instead, the lucky aver- 
age today is two. 

Halving the air fare on 
EgyptAir to arty destination 
within the country — a mea- 
sure ordered by (he govern- 
ment to shore up the sagging 
tourism — has not helped 
much either. 

Taxi drivers — who were 
used to making at lew a dozen 
trips between tile airport and 
downtown Luxor every day 
before the temple massacre — 
give up and drive away after 
the two regular EgyptAir 


flights from Cairo land, dis- 
gotgidg mostly Egyptian offi- 
cials and security officers. The 
handful of foreign tourists 
hare pre-arranged tour buses, 
leaving the taxi driver with lit- 
tle hope of earning the day's 
bread. 

The streets of Luxor which 
should otherwise be buzzing 
with free-spending European 
and Japanese tourists are 
almost deserted. Tour buses 
are locked up and parked by 
(he hundreds on the East 
B;mk. and dozens of Luge 
cruise vessels, and small boats 
are moored while the River 
Nik: itself wears a forlorn 
look. 

Luxor's famed horse -car- 
riages have little luck either. 
“How am I going to feed my 
family and — eqtully impor- 
tantly — my animal without 
money?’ laments Mahmus. 
one of the old-timers. 

Restaurants jerk into motion 
when — and if — a mini-bus 
of foreign tourists draws up 
during lunch time, and the 
thousands of small curio shops 
tire ready to cut prices by 
Ihrec-fourths — anything to 
make a sale. 

Five-star hotels which used 
to insist on advance reserva- 
tions months ahead are now 
too happy to lake in the walk- 
in tourist and oiler the best of 
services at discounted rates. 

"Occupancy rate is down to 
10 per cent from the usual 90 
per cent” confides an 


Egyptian waiter. “I used to 
make at least 50 to 6ft pounds 
in tips every day. but now I am 
really fortunate if I get !0 
pounds." 

“Luxor is on the verge of 
total economic collapse.” 
affirms taxi driver Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz as he tries to coax 
me into hiring him for the day 
instead of the one-way trip to 
the Hilton “I hope the terror- 
ists rot in hell for doing this to 
us.” he adds, using the .Arabic 
term “erhabiyoun to describe 
the gunmen who carried out 
the temple attack. 

Despite the gloom. Mr. 
Abdul Aziz. 28. is convinced 
that it is only a matter of time 
before the situation improves. 
‘Today Luxor is perhaps the 
most protected town in the 
world," he declares as he 
manoeuvres his worn-out 
Peugeot through a police 
checkpoint — one among the 
htindiixls that sprung up in 
Luxor and other southern 
Egyptian tourist destinations 
after Nov. 17. 

Every vehicle unescorted by 
police guards is stopped and 
searched under the watchful 
eyes of machine-gun-totting 
conscripts. .Anyone who 
arouses the slightest trace of 
suspicion is immediately 
hauled away. 

“Egypt has the ability to pro- 
tect itself and its guests.” a 

(Continued on paj*e 7l 



‘Hope Concert’ 
in honour of Princess 
Diana 

LONDON (AFP) _ 
Ninety-nine days after the 
death of Princess Diana, a 
bevy of pop stars gathered in 
London on Sunday to raise 
money in her memory. More 
than 6.000 people were .set 
to attend the Hope Concert 
which is to raise funds for 
charities which the Princess 
of Wales patronised. It was 
taking place amid press crit- 
icism that lawyers for the j 
Diana. Princess of Wales | 
Memorial Fund want io f 
copyright her name and 
image. “If the Virgin Mary 
has had to cope with what 
the pop star Madonna has 
done with that name... 
Diana can cope without 
‘licensing',” wrote colum- 
nist Alusdair Palmer in the 
Sunday Telegraph. 

No more dimk-flyingM 
British Airways 

LONDON (AFP; — British 
Airways (BA) planes are 
off-limits to drunks, the 
company announced 

Sunday, slating that it will 
refuse to let inebriated pas- 
sengers on board and will 
limit alcohol consumption 
during flights. Like “mosi 
other air carriers we are 
experiencing an increase in 
the frequency and severity 
of disruptive and drunken 
behaviour.” a BA statement 
read. To decrease the num- 
ber of violent incidents 
involving intoxicated pas- 
sengers. BA crews will also 
be allowed to confiscate 
alcohol bought in duty-free 
shops, the airline said. 

Special camera 
induces heart attacks 

BATUMI (R) — The con- 
troversial chief of the 
autonomous Adjaria region 
in Georgia said assailants 
recently tried to kill him 
with a special camera that 
he was convinced emitted 
deadly rays. Aslan 
Abashidze accused “ene- 
mies within Georgia and 
□broad" of being behind 
what he culled “a terrorist 
act”. He said he had met two 
people last summer who 
asked to photograph him. “1 
noticed the unusual brighr- 
ness of the flashbulb." 
Abashidze .said, adding tb.ii 
he experienced chest patw- 
within a half hour after- 
wards. He was later diag- 
nosed as having suffered -i 
heart attack. “The camera 
gave off electromagnetk 
rays which led to my hi’Jrt 
attack. Without the quirt 
interv ention of the doctors. I 
would have died." he said. 

’Worst employer in 
Britain* contest launched 

LONDON (R) — Bosses 
who arc bigots, bullies or 
misers can expect the wrong 
kind of publicity if employ- 
ees enter them in a contest 
this week to find the "worst 
employer in Britain." The 
Trades Union Congress 
(Tire i launched the tele- 
phone hot-line to encourage 
workers to call in and 
expose had bosses. "W? arv‘ 
asking employees to help us 
expose the worst of tfo‘ 
worst because until the 
bosses are challenged. lhe> , 
will continue to gel a*- 1 .' I 
with it,” the TUG which j 
lobbies for workers' rights. • 
said. j 

Three tigresses sow ' 

terror in Spanish town 

BURJASOT (AFP) - 
Three Bengali tigtesso 
escaped from a circus in ihi- 
Spanish town sowing wn ,ir 
among the local populate 
before being recaptured h> 
their trainer. The thro 
felines apparently manage 11 
to make a break while he in? 
taken back to their cagfj 
after a performance. Two w j 
them were captured by then j 
trainers minutes after csrap j 
ing but the third enjoved a j 
few hours of freedom iS 
dozens of police officers and 
sharpshooters patrolled & j 
town streets which wtff j 
evacuated. Police said r,< ' 
injuries nr damage vvCfr J 
caused hv the three big w 1 * 
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